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CHAPTER L 

INTRODUCTION— GENEEAL VIEW. 

The Commissioners in Lunacy, in their Annual 
Reports addressed to the Lord Chancellor, have 
repeatedly called attention to the complaints which 
have been urged against Lunatic Asylums being 
made receptacles for the class of patients deno- 
minated " Criminal Lunatics ; *' and with the view 
of collecting every possible information on the sub- 
ject, they addressed in February, 1852, a Circular 
to the Visitors of County Lunatic Asylums and to 
the Superintendents and Proprietors of the Licensed 
Houses and Hospitals throughout England and 
Wales, requiring a return of all patients confined in 
such establishments under the Royal or Secretary 
of State's warrant, or committed by order of Jus- 
tices as persons " apprehended under circutnstances 

B 



2 INQUIRIES MADE BY COMMISSIONERS IN LUNACY. 

denoting derangement of mind, and a purpose of 
committing an indictable oflfence." Furthermore, 
they requested that the Superintendents and Pro- 
prietors of Asylums would favour their Board with 
any practical observations which their experience 
might suggest, and particularly desired to know 
" what practical inconvenience (if any) may have 
attended the association of lunatics with the ordi- 
nary inmates of Asylums, as respects the feelings 
and comforts of the patients, and whether any and 
what objections are entertained to such association 
by their relatives and friends.'* One of these cir- 
culars I had the honour of receiving, and since 
replying to it, I have been induced by my official 
position in Bethlehem Hospital to consider the 
subject attentively in all its bearings ; and I hope 
the suggestions which have occurred to me, and the 
observations I am about to make, will not be con- 
sidered irrelevant, particularly at a period when it is 
generally anticipated that the Government purpose 
— probably, in the course of the present or ensuing - 
Session — legislating upon the alleged grievance. 

This expectation would appear to be justified by 
the proceedings which have recently taken place in 
Parliament. On the 18th of March, 1852, the Earl 
of Shaftesbury, in the House of Lords, moved an 
address to Her Majesty, "praying that Her Ma- 
jesty would be graciously pleased to take into con- 
sideration the expediency of establishing a State 
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Asylum for the care and custody of those who are 
denominated Criminal Lunatics/'* The noble Earl 
called the attention of their Lordships to the 
extreme injustice of compelling ordinary patients, 
suflfering under the afliiction of insanity, to associate 
with persons who may have committed the worst 
crimes; and enumerated the reasons assigned by the 
Superintendents of Asylums for considering that 
this practice has not only morally a bad effect, but 
in many instances retards the recovery of non- 
criminal patients. The Earl of Derby, then at the 
head of Her Majesty's Government, in reply, com- 
mented on the anomaly of the expression "Criminal 
Lunatic," which he aArmed " was a contradiction in 
terms, inasmuch as the word ^ criminal ' obviously 
implies a knowledge of evil, while the word ^ lunatic ' 
as evidently implies an utter absence of that know- 
ledge." His Lordship stated that he saw some 
difficulty in drawing a line between a " Criminal 
Lunatic " and a lunatic of another character ; but 
he added, that he " agreed with his noble frigid in 
thinking that nothing could be more injurious than 
the association of the two classes." 

The principle, therefore, upon which the Earl of 
Shaftesbury founded his motion was so far fully 
conceded; but upon further explanation by the 
Earl of Derby, it appeared that the proposition for 

* lieported in the ** Times" of Friday, March 19th, 1852. 

b2 
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such an address to Her Majesty was beset with 
financial difficulties. The erection of a State Asy- 
lum under the immediate approval of the Crown 
would involve the expenditure of a considerable sum 
of money ; therefore if such a Bill were entertained 
at all, it became necessary that it should be intro- 
duced by the House of Commons. " If a Bill," 
said the Earl of Derby, " were originated in their 
Lordships' House, it would amount to an infringe- 
ment on the privileges of the House of Commons ;" 
nevertheless, he assured the noble Earl that the 
subject should "not be lost sight of, but would 
meet with every consideration from Her Majesty's 
Government." Under these circumstances the Earl 
of Shaftesbury withdrew his motion, expressing the 
gratification he had experienced at the manner in 
which it had been received by the noble Lord at the 
head of the Administration, 

The next Session the subject was again brought 
under the notice of the House of Lords, by Lord 
St. Leonard's, the late Lord Chancellor, who, in 
bringing up the "Lunatics' Care and Treatment 
Bill" from the House of Commons, observed that 
" he had now to call the attention of Her Majesty's 
Government to a duty which, he thought, peculiarly 
devolved upon them, that of introducing a measure 
for the providing, generally, for the Criminal Luna- 
tics of the country. The law at present did not stand 
well on that subject. With such a law, as they 
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had a right to expect the administration of the law 
relating to lunacy in this country would be placed, 
he would fondly believe, upon a better foundation 
than existed in any other country in Europe. But, 
first, it was absolutely necessary that provision 
should be made for the care and maintenance of 
Criminal Lunatics. If that were done, he had 
reason to believe that the expense would be much 
less than it was generally supposed would be 
entailed. The country was now at considerable ex- 
pense in that respect ; and one asylum in the North, 
and one in the South of England would be sufficient.'* 
" It would (continued the Noble Baron) be particu- 
larly necessary to meet the case of women afflicted 
after their confinement, who, in a state of aberration 
of mind, committed, he could not call it a crime, 
but a deed, at which human nature shuddered. As 
the law now stood, when she ought to be in a hos- 
pital, and taken the greatest possible care of, she 
was treated as a criminal to be tried by the laws of 
her country ; and if they were to have such laws, 
as he hoped they were very near passing, he re- 
peated that it would be necessary to make provision 
for women of that description," His Lordship, 
furthermore, bore his testimony to having witnessed 
the ill eflfects of allowing Criminal Lunatics to be 
associated with other harmless unfortunates of the 
same description ; and added, that *^ those who 
supposed that persons who had lost their mind 
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were not deeply impressed with every thing which 
affected moral conduct were entirely mistaken." * 

When we find one of the highest legal authorities 
in the kingdom declaring his conviction, in these 
emphatic and impressive terms, that " the law does 
not stand well on this subject," and that some 
measure is required for providing, generally, for the 
Criminal Lunatics of the country ; and when, fur- 
thermore, we observe the most eminent statesmen 
of the realm participating in the opinions and senti- 
ments so well and so humanely expressed by the 
noble Lord, we may reasonably anticipate that the 
subject will ere long be again brought under the 
consideration of Parliament. 

It appears, however, that upon the very threshold 
of our inquiry, we meet with this difficulty : — the 
expression " Criminal Lunatic" is objected to, inas- 
much as it is said to imply "a contradiction in 
terms ; " but I confess, with deference to those who 
adopt this view, that I do not attach much import- 
ance to the objection. Res non verba quoeso. The 
critical inaccuracy of the expression does not, it 
seems to me, in any way affect the merits of the 
question at issue : besides, is the expression, after 
all, so very inapplicable? It happens, unfortu- 
nately, in law, as well as in medicine, that precision 
of language is not always attainable. " The word 

* Report in the " Times " of Wednesday, May 4, 1853. 
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crime," says one of the learned commentators upon 
Blackstone, "has no technical meaning in the law 
of England."* Our best lexicographers define it 
vaguely ; even Johnson describes the word as signi- 
fying, "an act contrary to right — an offence — a 
great fault — an act of wickedness ; " and the adjec- 
tive Criminal as " faulty — contrary to right — con- 
trary to duty — contrary to law." It is clear, 
therefore, without straining the interpretation of 
ordinary language, that a man— sane or insane — 
may commit a great fault, an act "contrary to 
right," " contrary to duty," and "contrary to law," 
without being, in the popular sense, " tainted with 
crime." 

The conventional application of certain expres- 
sions is often made, irrespective of the strict and 
proper derivation of the words themselves, which 
are sometimes interpreted in a sense contrary to 
their radical meaning. Thus, the word contagion, 
applied to the propagation of disease, from con and 
tango^ implies direct and immediate contact; the 
word infection, from in and faciOy signifies the act 
or process of infecting which may take place indi- 
rectly as through the medium of the atmosphere ; 
yet we habitually use these words in a sense con- 
trary to their true derivation. We describe fever 

* Blackstone' 8 Commentaries, edited by Edward Christian, 
4 vols.— London : Taylor, 1830. Vide Vol. IV., p. 5, Note. 
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or cholera as contagious where personal contact is 
not necessary to communicate the disease; and 
psora and porrigo, and other cutaneous diseases as 
infectious where direct contact is absolutely neces- 
sary for the communication of the virus. Again. 
We retain the word Lunacy, although we no longer 
believe that the moon has any influence over 
paroxysms of insanity. So also the word Idiot, 
from the Greek ;a/wrjjg, originally signified a private 
man, one who had no share in the management of 
public business ; and in this, ** its primary sense,'' 
says the Professor of Divinity at King's College, 
"it is occasionally employed in English; as by 
Jeremy Taylor, when he says, * Humility is a duty 
in great ones as well as in idiots.' " * The Romans, 
it appears, diverted the word from its original 
meaning, and Cicero, and other authors, used it to 
signify illiterate or unlearned persons. Eventually, 
it became applied in the sense in which it is 
now used by English Jurists, as the legal term, 
signifying a person who has been without under- 
standing jfrom his nativity, and whom the law 
therefore presumes never likely to attain any.t 

We shall thus find that many words with which 
we are familiar have been diverted from their original 
meaning; but when they have, from conventional 

* On the Study of Words. Lectures by Eichard Chenevix 
Trench, D.D.— London : Parker, 1853. P. 54. 
t Collinson. Shelford. 
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usage, become incorporated with our language, they 
cannot well be dispensed with. We perfectly un- 
derstand what is meant by the expression " Criminal 
Lunatic," and that the adjective is applied, irrespec- 
tive of any question of responsibility or irresponsi- 
bility, to denote a person who has committed some 
act justly considered criminal by society. Arson is 
not less arson because a house has been fired by the 
hand of a lunatic. Murder is not less murder be- 
cause it has been perpetrated in a paroxysm of 
homicidal mania. The act having been committed 
remains irrevocable ; and however insane the perpe- 
trator may have been, he has nevertheless distin- 
guished himseK by committing a deed of criminality, 
which may afterwards very properly attach the pre- 
fix "criminal" to his designation, absolved as he 
may be, on account of his malady, from any respon- 
sibility or penal consequences. The adjective applies 
obviously to the act whereby the lunatic signalized 
himself, and which removes him out of the category 
of ordinary patients. It has been proposed to 
substitute the term " State Patient " for that of 
" Criminal Lunatic;" but every lunatic is, in point 
of fact, a " State Patient." The Lord Chancellor, 
officiating as " Parens Patriae " on the part of the 
Crown, has special jurisdiction over this class of 
subjects. Hence, the Commissioners in Lunacy 
make their annual reports to the Lord Chancellor, 
and have powers delegated to them for the purpose 
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of carrying out the humane objects of the law, with 
which all persons must be well acquainted who are 
officially connected with Lunatic Asylums, It ap- 
pears to me, therefore, that the denomination of 
" State Patient*' would not sufficiently distinguish 
the class of patients who have been criminal 
offenders from those who were never addicted to 
vice, and whose ingenuous nature would recoil 
from the commission of any criminal action. Ac- 
cordingly, I prefer retaining the expression " Crimi- 
nal Lunatic," because it is the generally received 
term, and if understood in the sense I have ex- 
plained, it is sufficiently expressive; at all events, 
we have no alternative, excepting to retain it until a 
better form of expression be substituted in its place. 
Under the present system of confining Criminal 
Lunatics in Asylums, no distinction is drawn be- 
tween them upon account of the different character 
of the offences they may have committed : hence 
we find the most cruel murderer associated with the 
most harmless person who may, perhaps under a 
temporary delusion, have committed a trivial misde- 
meanour. Moreover, convicted felons, who have 
become insane while undergoing penal servitude in 
gaols, or on board the hulks, are not unfrequently 
removed into Asylums, and associated with persons 
who have never been arraigned, and who may pos- 
siBly, if tried, have been acquitted of the charges 
against them. *^ The law," says the Editor of Mr. 
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Sampson's work on Criminal Jurisprudence, " classi- 
fies crimes, but not criminals."* And if this be 
true as affects the disposal of criminals who are 
sane, how much more strikingly true is it as 
regards the disposal of those who are avowedly 
insane, and who without reference to the nature of 
their offences are indiscriminately sentenced under 
the authority of the Royal or the Secretary of State's 
warrant to confinement in the same establishment. 

It is clear that persons of unsound mind cannot 
be held responsible for their actions ; the law, how- 
ever, lays down distinctions for their non-exemption, 
or exemption from punishment, which are sug- 
gestive of certain principles of classification. " In 
criminal cases," says Blackstone, "idiots and 
lunatics are not chargeable for their own acts if 
committed under these incapacities, (viz., a defi- 
ciency in will arising from a defective or vitiated 
understanding), no, not even for treason itself. . . . 
Also if a man in his sound memory commits a 
capital offence, and before arraignment for it he 
becomes mad, he ought not to be arraigned for it, 
because he is not able to plead to it with that advice 
and caution that he ought. . . • And if after he 
has pleaded the prisoner becomes mad he shall not 

* Eationale of Crime ; being a Treatise on Criminal Jurispru- 
dence considered in relation to Cerebral Organization. By M. 
B. Sampson. Edited by E. W. Famham. — New York, 1846. 
Appendix, p. 142. 
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be tried, for how can he make his defence? . . . 
If after he be tried and found guilty he loses his 
senses before judgment, judgment shall not be pro- 
nounced. . . . And if after judgment he becomes of 
non-sane memory execution shall be stayed, for per- 
adventure, says the humanity of the English law, 
had the prisoner been of sound memory he might 
have alleged something in stay of judgment or ex- 
ecution."* Here then we have, as described by 
Blackstone, five dijQferent classes of Criminal Luna- 
tics ; but it is clear that only those in the first 
division, who were actually insane at the time the 
offence was committed, are absolved from responsi- 
bility. If a man become insane under the second 
or third division, before being arraigned or making 
his defence, having been of sound mind when he 
committed the offence, and the trial be not pro- 
ceeded with, not having been tried, it is impossible 
to pronounce whether he was guilty or innocent. 
But if under the two last distinctions he become 
insane after being found guilty, either before judg- 
ment or after judgment has been pronounced, he in 
that case has been proved, however insane, a con- 
victed criminal, because he perpetrated the offence 
in a sane state of mind. 

"The execution of an offender," observed Sir 
Edward Coke, "is for example— w^ joc^;2a ad paucos^ 

* Blackstone, Op. Cit, Vol. I. B. iv. c. ii. p. 23-4. 
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metus ad omnes perveniat — but so it is not when a 
madman is executed; but should be a miserable 
spectacle both against law and of extreme inhu- 
manity and cruelty, and can be no example to 
others."* In like manner if a convict become in- 
sane while undergoing his penal servitude, the con- 
tinued infliction of the punishment would become a 
cruelty ; it is therefore only proper that such exe- 
cution should be stayed, and that he should be 
placed under immediate medical treatment : but as 
a convicted criminal it becomes a question, which I 
shall presently discuss, whether he ought to be 
placed in a Lunatic Asylum where he will be asso- 
ciated with persons who have never been found guilty 
of committing any crime. 

We have in Bethlehem, in the Criminal Estab- 
lishment, patients whose insanity at the time of 
committing the offence clearly absolved them from 
any responsibility ; we have others whose insanity 
prevented their being arraigned upon the charges 
libelled against them, and who therefore cannot, 
never having been tried, be considered guilty; others 

♦ Blackstone — ** Nothing is more certain law,'* says Sir John 
Hawkes, Solicitor- General in the reign of King WLlliam III., in 
his remarks on the trial of Charles Bateman, for high treason, 
**than that a person who falls mad after a crime supposed to 
be committed shall not be tried for it, and if he falls mad after 
judgment he shall not be executed." — Howell's State Trials, 
Vol, xi. p. 477. 
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again have, under the influence of insanity, com- 
mitted petty misdemeanours ; and many of the 
patients to whom I have just alluded having par- 
tially recovered, conduct themselves rationally and 
quietly. Among them are persons of good family, 
officers in the army and navy, literary men and 
artists, members of the learned professions ; and 
many of these educated persons feel it an extreme 
hardship to be obliged to associate with convicted 
felons, whose insanity has only darkened and ex- 
aggerated the more revolting features of their 
character. The disposition and temper of insane 
persons, particularly when the disease assumes a 
chronic form, will be found upon inquiry to be very 
much modified by their previous habits of life. K 
an uneducated man when sane has been the com- 
panion of thieves and burglars, and given unre- 
straiued licence to all the brutalizing impulses of 
his passions, he will, when insane, in all probability 
be a very dangerous lunatic, and unfit to be domi- 
ciled even in the same ward with patients, perhaps 
of gentle birth and refined habits, who have been 
well educated, and enjoyed, previous to their mental 
affliction, all the advantages of good society. On 
many occasions when I have listened to the com- 
plaints of this class of persons, I have truly sympa- 
thised with them, more especially because I have 
felt it out of my power to grant them any indul- 
gence, which would have the effect of exciting the 
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jealousy and animosity of other patients, whereby 
their position would be rendered far more uncom- 
fortable to them. 

Here it may be well to explain that Insane 
Criminals are sent to Lunatic Asylums xmder two 
descriptions of warrant, viz. r — the Royal warrant, 
executed by command of the reigning Sovereign, 
and a warrant signed by oite of the principal Secre- 
taries of State.* If a jury acquit a person charged 
with treason on account of insanity, or a person 
indicted for any offence be fouhd, upon arraignment, 
insane, the Act 39 & 40 Geo. III., c. 94, provides 
that "the Court before whom such trial shall be 
had, shall order such person in strict custody in such 
place and in such manner as to the Court shall seem 
fit until His Majesty's pleasure shall be known ; 
and it shall, therefore, be lawful for His Majesty to 
give such order for the safe custody of siich person, 
during his pleasure, in such place and in such man- 
ner as to His Majesty shall seem fit." ^ This Act 
appears to have been suggested by a difficulty which 
occurred upon the trial of Hadfield, who remained 
for many years an inmate in Bethlehem Hospital, 
and there died in the year 1849. After the very 

* The statutes providing for the disposal of Criminal Lunatics 
are, at present, three — 39 & 40 Geo. III., cap. 94 ; 1 & 2 Vict,, 
cap. 14 ; 3 & 4 Vict., cap. 54. 

t Statutes at Large, Vol. xviii., p. 446. See Appendix, No. 1— 
Copy of the Eoyal Warrant. 
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memorable speech which was delivered on that occa- 
sion by Lord Erskine — a speech unrivalled for the 
beauty of its language, the dignity of its style, and 
the perspicuity of its argument; the insanity of 
the unfortunate man was so clearly demonstrated 
that Lord Kenyon, presiding as Chief Justice, 
stopped the case, and directed the Jury to return a 
verdict of "Not Guilty;" but then arose the 
question, how the prisoner was to be disposed of ? 
".For his own sake,** said Lord Kenyon, " and for 
the sake of society at large, he must not be dis- 
charged, for this is a case which concerns every 
man of every station, from the King upon the throne 
to the beggar at the gate — ^people of both sexes and 
all ages may, in an imfortunate frantic hour, fall a 
sacrifice to this man, who is not under the guidance 
of sound reason, and therefore, it is absolutely neces- 
sary, for the safety of society, that he should be 
properly disposed of, all mercy and humanity being 
shown to the unfortunate creature; but, for the 
sake of the community, he must somehow or other 
be taken care of, with all the attention and all the 
relief that can be aflPorded him." Hereupon, the 
Counsel for the Crown, and the Counsel for the 
defendant, agreed that the safety of the community 
required that he should be taken care of. " It is 
laid down in some books," said the fqrmer, (Sir 
John Mitford, afterwards Lord Redesdale,) "that 
by the common law, the Judges of every Court are 
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competent to direct the confinement of a person 
under such circumstances." " That may be, Mr. 
Attorney-General," interposed Lord Kenyon, " but, 
at present, we can only remand him to the confine- 
ment he came from; but means will be used to 
confine him otherwise in a manner much better 
adapted to his situation." It was then suggested 
by Mr. Garrow (afterwards a Baron of the Exche- 
quer) that " it would be for the benefit of posterity 
if the jury would state in their verdict the grounds 
upon which they gave it, viz. : that they acquit the 
prisoner of this charge, he appearing to them to 
have been under the influence of insanity at the 
time the act was committed. There would then," 
he added, " be a legal and sufficient reason for his 
confinement." * This recommendation was adopted 
by the jury, who returned a verdict in these terms. 
Thus originated the form of verdict now commonly 
returned in cases of this description. 

It may, however, be interesting to observe, that 
fourteen years previous to this period, viz. : August 
8th, 1786, after Margaret Nicholson had attempted 
to assassinate Geo. III. with a knife, having ap- 
proached His Majesty's person under the pretext of 
delivering a petition, she was taken into custody, 
and afterwards examined at Whitehall by the Lords 
of the Privy Council. Upon the evidence of Dr. 

* Howell's State Trials, Vol. xxvii., p. 1354, et. seq. 

C 
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John and Dr. Thomas Monro, she was found insane. 
It was proposed to commit her to Tothill-fields pri- 
son ; but this was objected to, upon the ground that 
she was a State prisoner ; " in consequence there- 
fore of the determination" of the Privy Council, it 
is stated that " the unhappy woman was conveyed 
to a cell prepared for her in Bethlehem."* 

In the January of 1790, another lunatic, named 
John Prith, attempted to assault His Majesty, by 
throwing a stone at the Royal carriage, as His 
Majesty was going in state to the House of Peers. 
This man, who was obviously insane, did not 
meet with so much clemency as Margaret Nichol- 
son; for after undergoing several examinations 
at the Treasury Office, Whitehall, by the Attorney- 
General in the presence of the principal Ministers 
of State, he was committed to Newgate, and 
there imprisoned nearly two years. It was not 
until the 11th of December, 1791, that he was put 
to the bar, charged with committing high treason 
by throwing a stone at His Majesty. The affidavits 
of a physician and surgeon were produced, stating 
that they had attended the prisoner since his con- 
finement, and had examined into the state of his 
mind, and found him insane. The Attorney-Gene- 
ral said he had seen the affidavits, and was con- 
vinced of the truth of them : and had authority to 

* Annual Eegister, 1786, Vol. xxviii., p. 234. 
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inform the court that he was in possession of the 
King's sign manual, by which His Majesty con- 
sented to the prisoner being discharged fcom the 
Gaol of Newgate, upon condition that security was 
given that he should be confined in some proper 
place as a lunatic, or in some other manner taken 
care of, so as to answer His Majesty's most gracious 
intentions. Bail was accordingly produced, and 
the prisoner ordered to be liberated.* 

These cases, and the subsequent one of Hadfield, 
shewed clearly the necessity for some farther legis- 
lation on the subject ; and" accordingly, the trial of 
Hadfield having taken place on the 26th June, 
1800, a few days afterwards, on the 30th June, the 
Attorney-Greneral, in the House of Commons, moved 
for leave to bring in " The Treason Bill, and the 
Insane Offenders' Bill." The object of the "Trea- 
son Bill " was to give the life of the Sovereign the 
same protection as the law afforded to the meanest 
subject of the realm ; for previous to the passing of 
this statute, it was necessary, on an indictment for 
high treason, even where the life of the Sovereign 
had been openly attempted, to prove the overt act 
by two witnesses; and a number of forms were 
provided by the old law, which were salutary and 
proper in cases where the charge wore a political 

* Anmial Eegister, Vol. xxxii.> 1790, p. 194, and Vol. mmii,, 
1791, p. 45. 

c2 
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aspect ; where the treason consisted in an alleged 
rebellious conspiracy, or might be considered in the 
nature of constructive treason ; or where the prose- 
cutor might have an interest in bringing home the 
charge to the person accused : but where the life 
of the Sovereign was attempted by a simple act 
perpetrated, in the face of the public, the facilities 
for conducting the prosecution were embarrassed, 
and the trial could not be conducted in the same 
way as if the party indicted were a common sub- 
ject. The " Treason Bill " therefore provided that, 
in cases where a person'was indicted for the assas- 
sination of the King, or any direct attempt against 
his life, the offender shall be tried in the same 
manner as if charged with murder ; but be punish- 
able, if convicted, by execution as in other cases of 
high treason.* The " Insane Offenders' Bill " fur- 
thermore provided for the safe custody of persons 
charged with such offences. Before this statute 
passed the law was so defective, that the Attorney- 
General stated to the House of Commons, that it 
had been foimd that persons who had committed 
the most shocking acts, and been acquitted on the 
ground of being deranged in their intellects, had 
been again allowed to go at large, and again com- 
mitted similar atrocities. "There are," said the 
honorable gentleman, '* several instances of His 

* Anno 39 and 40 Georgii III., c. 93 and c. 94. Statutes at 
large, Vol. xyiii., p. 446. 
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Majesty's subjects having lost tlieir lives for want 
of a due provision in this respect. By the common 
law, when a person of this kind is acquitted, the 
court before which he is tried have full power to 
direct the safe custody of such a person ; but then 
the law has so little regulated -that custody, and 
is so silent as to the rules to be observed with 
regard to it, that it may be said to be defective 
in that particular, and on reflection, I think it will 
be impossible to lay down any positive rule with 
regard to the manner of that custody, and therefore 
much must be left to the discretion of the execu- 
tive government; but when we consider the cir- 
cumstances of these unhappy persons, that generally 
they are of low habits and connections, and seldom 
have any friends to take care of them, it will appear 
to be humane to give to the executive government 
some discretion to dispose of them."* The same 
sentiments having been expressed by Pitt and 
Windham, leave was given to bring in the Bill ; 
and the Committee having been empowered to 
divide them, they passed as separate Bills, and 
received the royal assent on the 28th July, 1800. 

"Under these statutes the law of Criminal Lunacy 
was administered until the accession of Her present 
Majesty ; after which, upon the trial of Oxford, it 
would appear another difficulty arose. This young 

* Hansard's Parliamentary History, 1800, Vol. xxxv., p. 390, 
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man, it will be remembered, was indicted for high 
treason on the 9th July, 1840, under circumstances 
which are still fresh in the recollection of the 
public. He was found " guilty '* of discharging the 
contents of two pistols at the Queen ; but the jury 
added to their verdict, that " whether or not they 
were loaded with ball has not been satisfactorily 
proved to us, he being of unsound mind at the 
time." Hereupon the Court expressed a strong 
opinion that the case did not come within the 
statute;* the jury were directed to amend their 
verdict, and afterwards found the prisoner " guilty, 
he being at the time insane.^t He was, there- 
fore, under the Uoyal warrant, sent to Bethlehem ; 
and here it is proper to remark, that although 
the avowed object of the Treason Bill and Insane 
Oflfenders' Bill, passed in the reign of George III., 
was to protect the person of the Sovereign, yet 
by the second section of the latter Act it was (39 
& 40 Geo. III. c. 94,), held that a prisoner might 
be detained under it who had been acquitted of a 
misdemeanour on the ground of his insanity at the 
time of the commission of the oflfence, and at the 
trial. $ In the month of August, 1840, shortly 
after the trial of Oxford, another Act was passed, 

* Shelford's Treatise of the Law of Lunatics, Idiots, and Per- 
sons of Unsound Mind. London, 1847. Oh. xii., p. 60O. 
t Eeport in the '' Times," July 10th and 11th, 1840. 
X Shelford, Op. Cit, p. 600. 
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(3 & 4 Vict. cap. 64,) entitled " An Act for making 
further provision for the confinement and mainte- 
nance of Insane Prisoners/' by which the powers of 
this Royal warrant were extended and more clearly 
defined. By its third section the same provision is 
made with regard to persons charged with misde- 
meanours, as was made by the statute referred to of 
George III. with regard to persons charged with 
treason, murder, or felony. Furthermore, by this 
Act, one of Her Majesty's principal Secretaries of 
State is empowered to grant a warrant, at the in- 
stance of two justices of the peace, and two physi- 
cians, or surgeons, who must sign certificates to tliat 
eflfect, for the removal of any prisoner who may have 
become insane to a Lunatic Asylum, who may be 
in any prison, or any place of confinement, under 
sentence of death, transportation, or imprisonmeAt, 
or under a charge of any offence, or for not finding 
bail for good behaviour, or to keep the peace, or to 
answer a criminal charge, or under summary con- 
viction or order by any justice or justices of the 
peace. 

We have thus Criminal Lunatics sent to us under 
the Boyal warrant, and also under the warrant of 
the Secretary of State. The former is considered to 
be an irrevocable instrument; at all events, few 
persons sent to a Lunatic Asylum under this autho- 
rity are again liberated. But it is somewhat re- 
markable, that it should be issued in all cases where 
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prisoners are acquitted upon the plea of insanity. 

In a revision of the laws of Criminal Lunacy, this 

is a point worthy of reconsideration. It appears to 

me that the Royal warrant should not be granted 

upon light and comparatively trivial occasions. A 

person who has been guilty of what the Erench 

jurists significantly designate " parricide" — ^who has 

aimed at taking away the life of his Sovereign, — 

although acquitted upon the ground of insanity, 

cannot, with safety to the State, be afterwards 

entrusted with his liberty, because he may relapse, 

and be again actuated by the same insane motives. 

Neither can a person who has committed murder 

under the influence of homicidal mania, with safety 

to society, be again liberated. The Royal warrant, 

therefore, implying detention for life in a Lunatic 

Asylum, I would suggest with deference, should be 

applied only to cases of this description — the highest 

class of crimes ; and the Secretary of State's warrant 

be substituted in cases of minor offence, because 

such persons may, upon recovery, often be liberated 

without any apprehension of danger. Upon this 

subject I apprehend there is a misunderstanding 

abroad. It is supposed that the Secretary of State 

very rarely authorizes the discharge of Criminal 

Lunatics who have been restored to their senses; 

and a Noble Peer, in the House of Lords, lately 

declared that few belongtag to this class of patients 

are liberated from Bethlehem. This is an error. 
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The first section of the Act 3 & 4 Vict. cap. 54, 
provides that, — " If it be certified to one of Her 
Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, by two 
physicians, or two surgeons, that any such person 
has become of sound mind, the said Secretary of 
State is authorised to issue his warrant to the 
keeper or other person having the care of such 
Asylum, directing that such person shall be removed 
back to the prison or other place of confinement 
from whence he or she shall have been taken ; or if 
the period of imprisonment or custody of such per- 
son shall have expired, he or she shall be discharged." 
So also, " if any convict confined in the Pentonville 
prison shall become or be found to be insane during 
such confinement, and be so reported by the Com- 
missioners for governing such prison to one of the 
principal Secretaries of State, such Secretary of 
State may, by warrant under his hand, order that 
such insane convict shall be forthwith removed to 
such Lunatic Asylum as the Secretary of State may 
judge proper; and every convict so removed shall 
remain under confinement in such Asylum, or in 
any other Lunatic Asylum to which such convict 
may be lawfully removed, until it shall be duly 
certified to one of the principal Secretaries of State, 
by two physicians or surgeons, that such convict 
has become of sound mind, whereupon, if the time 
for which such convict was sentenced to be impri- 
soned shall not have expired, the Secretary of State 
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shall issue his warrant to the governor or other per- 
son having the care of such Asylum, ordering that 
such convict he removed to the Pentonville prison, 
or, if the period of imprisonment of such convict 
shall have expired, that he shall be discharged.'* * 
The power of discharging Criminal Lunatics thus 
vested in the Secretary of State is constantly exer- 
cised ; and the Annual Reports of Bethlehem Hos- 
pital will show that not a year passes without some 
such patients being liberated. 

The Royal warrant being, under the present sys- 
tem, issued for the confinement of all persons 
acquitted of any charge upon the plea of insanity, 
and the warrant of the Secretary of State being in 
like manner executed, without any reference to the 
offences which such persons may have committed, 
the worst Criminal Lunatics — those who have per- 
petrated the most heinous and revolting atrocities, — 
are, as I have observed, sent to the same establish- 
ment as those who are comparatively innocent. 
But even this I conceive to be not so great an evil 
as that of transferring convicts who have become 
insane from gaols into Lunatic Asylums. The 
moral effect of this proceeding upon the minds of 
such patients as are capable of reflection, and who 
have themselves never been convicted, is extremely 
bad; they do not hesitate to ask, why convicts 

* 5 & 6 Vict., c. 29, s. 23. 
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should be removed from prison to be associated with 
them? Why felons, who have become insane in 
Newgate, or on board the Hulks, should be brought 
into their wards, and be domiciled with them ? And 
assuredly, it seems only just that some distinction 
should be drawn between convicted and non-con- 
victed Criminal Lunatics. If a prisoner in Penton- 
ville Prison fall ill, — if he be attacked with fever, 
or break his leg, — he is not removed from the 
Gaol and sent to the Pever Hospital, or to Guy's, 
or St. Thomas's Hospital ; but he is removed into 
the Infirmary, and there, under the care of the 
Surgeon of the Prison, he receives proper medical 
treatment. Insanity is well known to be as curable 
a disease as many forms of fever, and perhaps, in 
the ordinary sense of the word, it is by no means so 
contagious ; why, therefore, should it not be viewed 
in the same light as any other malady incident to 
the human body ? The admission of insane con- 
victs into Lunatic Asylums, is not only annoying to 
other patients, but greatly disturbs the ordinary 
discipline of the establishment ; for be it observed, 
lunatics, whether criminal or non-criminal, are 
capable of some degree of reasoning; and their 
conscious incapacity of enjoying this faculty to its 
fall extent, oft^n recoils painfully upon their feel- 
ings, and becomes in itself a source of irritation. 
In providing, indeed, for the safe custody, and the 
management of the insane of all classes, we should 
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proceed upon the same principles as if we were 
legislating^ for professedly sane persons : because 
the mind is never totally eclipsed, there is always 
some lingering ray of light which the intact re- 
flection may seize upon with instinctive truthfulness. 
Por this reason, Feuchtersleben advises physicians 
not to enter into any unnecessary discussion with 
their insane patients, and acutely observes : — " The 
previously educated lunatic often penetrates deeper, 
at least for the moment, into the mind of one who 
engages in argument with him, than the latter does 
into his ; so that it appears almost as if the under- 
standing of the lunatic were less affected by in- 
sanity, than the reason of many sane persons by 
passions and prejudices/' * Purthermore it should 
be remembered, — and I am satisfied of the fact, — 
that Criminal Lunatics are more diflBcult to manage 
than other lunatics : there is more irritability of 
temper, and general restlessness about them; they are 
cognizant of the offences they have committed, and 
being under the impression that they will never re- 
cover their liberty, they are less disposed to be con- 
tented or happy. They are also conscious that they 
are separated into, and form a distinct class of pa- 
tients, and this very circumstance establishes a species 
of fraternity among them : for they are in constant 

* Feuchtersleben Principles of Medical Psychology, by Messrs. 
Lloyd and Babington. Printed for tbe Sydenham Society. Lon- 
don, 1847. P. 358. 
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communication with each other, and their curiosity- 
is naturally excited to ascertain the circumstances 
connected with every new arrival. They thus soon 
become acquainted with each other's history, which 
is often the cause of much quarrelling and mutual 
recrimination; the better class of patients are un- 
happy at being associated with the inferior order, 
— criminals whose manners and language are habit- 
ually of the most revolting description. Hence, I 
conclude, that the fundamental principle upon 
which we should proceed, in providing for the safe 
custody, maintenance, and medical care of our 
Criminal Lunatics, should be that of establishing 
a certain classification among them, founded upon 
the degrees, or nature of the crimes which they may 
have committed. This principle conceded, we have 
then to consider the expediency, or inexpediency, 
of organizing a State Lunatic Asylum for their 
common reception ; the possibility, or impossibility, 
of each county providing adequate accommodation 
in existing asylums for its own Criminal Lunatics ; 
and whether arrangements might not be made in 
prisons, and houses of correction, for the medical 
treatment of such prisoners as may, while under- 
going imprisonment or penal servitude, become 
insane ? 
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CHAPTER 11. 

THE STATISTICS OF INSANITY. 

Befoke entering into any discussion upon the 
suggestions to which I have briefly adverted in the 
preceding chapter, it is desirable that we should 
ascertain the extent to which insanity prevails in 
this country. Is it a calamity continually and 
progressively increasing, making every allowance 
for the increase of the population ? What is the 
average number of offenders found annually insane 
on arraignment, or detained upon the plea of in- 
sanity ? Which are the counties in England and 
Wales that return a maximum and minimum 
number of such offenders ? What is the predomi- 
nating character of the offences perpetrated? What 
increase in the nimiber of Criminal Lunatics 
may, in a given series of years be calculated 
upon? Pinally, What is the nature and extent 
of the accommodation at present provided for 
this imfortunate class of subjects? It is obvi- 
ous that these questions — the practical bearing 
of which must be manifest — can only be an- 
swered by appealing to the evidence contained 
in a variety of Statistical Reports, which may 
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possibly appear to be somewhat tedious ; but with- 
out being founded upon precise and accurate data 
we cannot arrive at any satisfactory conclusions. 
Accordingly, I have availed myself of every au- 
thentic source of information, interspersing purely 
statistical references, with such collateral details as 
will, I hope, be found interesting. The humble 
collector of facts, the diligent collator of figures, 
places before men of science materials for induc- 
tion ; the same elements may by different minds 
be viewed under very different aspects : we cannot, 
therefore, in endeavouring to solve any social pro- 
blem, produce evidence too elaborate. We require 
facts ; and although their application and tendency 
may not at first be obvious: although newly- 
revealed facts may appear to be detached and 
valueless ; yet, when their mutual relations are 
ascertained, we discover how they may, like the 
links of a previously disunited chain, be con- 
nected: it is thus, by proceeding gradually, and 
advancing only step by step, upon the true princi- 
ples of inductive philosophy, that the greatest 
triumphs in science have been achieved. The 
Statician may fairly plead this as his apology for 
the unattractive formula he is constrained to em- 
ploy ; the details of his computations may be dry, 
but the results developed by them are not the 
less important. 

The statistics of insanity have only recently as- 
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sumed an official character. The Annual Reports 
of the Commissioners in Limacy ; the Returns of 
the total number of Lunatics and Idiots in the 
different Counties of England and Wales, ordered 
at various periods by the House of Commons ; the 
Tabular Statements contained in the Annual Re- 
ports of the Coimty Lunatic Asylums ; the Criminal 
Tables sent to the Home Office, giving an Annual 
Return of the number of Offenders in each County, 
— committed, convicted, or acquitted, or found in- 
sane before or after trial ; and the Annual Reports 
published by the Poor Law Commissioners, which 
contain a Return of the number of Lunatics and 
Idiots chargeable to their respective Parishes in the 
Unions of each Coimty in England and Wales — are 
the sources from which we must derive our informa- 
tion : but even these Returns are, from unavoidable 
causes, incomplete, and conduct only to approxi- 
mative results. The Commissioners in Limacy find 
an insuperable difficulty in obtaining a return of 
the number of single patients housed away in pri- 
vate families; and although the provisions of the 
^* Lunatic Care and Treatment Bill," which has just 
come into operation, are very stringent, and place 
this class of patients upon the same footing as cer- 
tified patients in licensed houses, it is well known 
that the relations and friends of the insane will 
often not place them even under medical treatment, 
much less will they communicate officially with the 
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Commissioners. Hence a large class of insane per- 
sons, belonging to the middle and upper classes of 
society, — not being placed under medical certifi- 
cates, — no return is made of them, and we have 
not any means of forming an estimate of their 
number. Other difficulties exist. Pauper lunatics 
and idiots may, or may not, be sent to county 
asylums: — separated from the general body of 
paupers, a considerable number of them are placed 
in the idiot and limatic wards of workhouses, 
where, it is true, they are under the jurisdiction of 
the Commissioners of Lunacy ; — ^but the Commis- 
sioners themselves do not get an accurate return of 
their number : when we compare, therefore, the 
number of insane, idiotic, and imbecile inmates of 
workhouses visited by the Commissioners, with the 
analogous return in the Poor Law Commissioners* 
Reports, they do not correspond, for the simple 
reason that the Commissioners in Lunacy use their 
own discretion in visiting workhouses, and the 
number of the insane, idiotic, and imbecile returned 
by them in their Appendix, only applies to the list 
of the houses which they may have thought proper 
to inspect during the year. We thus find con- 
siderable difficulty in arriving at the true statis- 
tics of insanity, which would certainly be more 
accurately ascertaiaed if the enumerators, in taking 
the decennial census, made a distinct return of this 
class of persons. 
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Before the Census of 1841 was taken, the Statis- 
tical Society of London appointed a Committee to 
consider the best mode of taking that census ; and 
among other recommendations suggested, with a 
view of elucidating the statistics of health, that 
two columns, under the general heading of "health," 
should be added to the forms of enumeration : one 
of which was to present us with a return of " the 
healthy," the other of "the sick, or permanently 
infirm," under which they proposed that the num- 
ber of the blind, the deaf, the idiotic and insane, 
should be given, which the Committee repre- 
sented form subjects of enumeration in the census of 
almost every other coimtry. The Census Commis- 
sioners, however, did not adopt the suggestions of the 
Statistical Society, because they did not find them- 
selves authorised to enforce the information required 
by the Population Act, which prescribed the forms 
which were to be observed. Hence, after the Census 
of 1841 had been published, the Treasurer to the 
Statistical Society read a very interesting paper to 
that Association, entitled, "An Examination of 
some Facts obtained at the recent enumeration of the 
Inhabitants of Great Britain, so far as the same 
have been published by the Census Commissioners." 

" It will be fresh," observes Mr. Porter, " in the 
memory of the Fellows of this Society, that its Coun- 
cil, deeply impressed with the importance of the work, 
appointed a Committee of its body, early in 1839, to 
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coxisider the best mode of taking the census, and that 
some of the recommendations contained in the Report 
of that Committee were adopted by Parliament, in 
the Population Act of last year. It may afford matter 
for regret that the suggestions offered by this So- 
ciety have not been more fully adopted ; that accu- 
rate returns relating to health and other particulars 
important to a better acquaintance with the condi- 
tion and requirements of society, have not been 
obtained, as they might have been, with little or no 
additional labour on the part of those employed as 
enumerators. It will, to take one instance, hardly 
be doubted, that great advantage must have been 
derived from a knowledge of the number of insane 
persons in the kingdom, a subject on which the 
most contradictory assertions have at various times 
been offered. In a paper read before the Royal 
College of Physicians, in 1810, by Dr. PoweU, then 
Secretary to the Commissioners of Lunatics, and 
who might be therefore considered a competent 
authority, it was stated, that the proportion of 
insane persons in this kingdom did not exceed 1 in 
7,300 of the population. Ten years later. Dr. 
Burrows published to the world the groimd of his 
opinion, that the proportion was 1 in 2,000 ; and in 
1828, Sir Andrew Halliday estimated, from data 
then accessible, that 1 in every 1,588 of the popula- 
tion was thus afflicted. In the following year, 
having made further inquiries into the subject, the 
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same accomplished physician arrived at the conclu- 
sion that the proportion was 1 in 769 persons, — 
and there are but too good groimds for believing that 
this increased proportion is still below the truth. 
We know, from Parliamentary Returns, that in 
1836, there were chargeable to the various parishes 
in England and Wales 13,667 idiots and lunatics : 
being 1 in 1,090 of the whole population in that 
year. If we knew the proportion of the population 
from which these cases were taken, we should still 
have only imperfect data for estimating the whole 
number of limatics in the country, as we should 
then have to determine whether, in any and in 
what degree, the condition of poverty promotes the 
development of insanity. That it does not promote 
it is the opinion of some celebrated physiologists 
who have entered upon the subject; and if we 
assume, what would indeed be a frightful picture of 
our social organization, that the lunatics who are 
chargeable as paupers are furnished by one half of 
the population, we must believe that nearly 1 in 
500 of the people of this country are thus distress- 
ingly visited. Mr. Tuke, the Treasurer of the 
Retreat Asylum, near York, who has bestowed 
many years of unremitting attention upon this 
subject, has stated, as the result of twenty years' 
experience in that Institution, that there is pro- 
bably 1 insane person for every 300 among the 
Society of Friends. Is it right that a subject of so 
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much practical importance, and where a correct 
knowledge of its extent is so necessary for the 
guidance of society in duly providing for the evil, 
should be thus left to conjecture or computation ? 
The suggestions of the Census Committee of this 
^Society, had they been fully adopted, would have 
set this question at rest, and would, in various other 
ways, have aided the investigations of science."* 

The Statistical Society, it is evident, duly appre- 
ciates the importance of these inquiries ; and it is 
much to be regretted that when the next census was 
taken, in 1851, although the inquiries were of a far 
more extensive character than those pursued at any 
previous enumeration, and although it was proposed 
by the Commissioners that a return should be made 
of the number of the blind, the deaf, and the dumb, 
the suggestions of the Society, as respects a return 
being made of the insane, were again disregarded. 
The importance of vital statistics is, I believe, 
becoming daily more appreciated ; the Government 
and the public generally are by no means indifferent 
to sanitary questions ; and it is to be hoped, that 
before the next census is taken, the Population Act 
will imdergo a revision, and that the Commissioners 
will be authorized to enforce information respecting 
the health of the community. When Dr. Burrows 
wrote upon insanity, above twenty-five years ago, 
(although he availed himself of every register and 

* Journal of the Statistical Society, Vol. iv., pp. 277—278. 
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document to which he could find access), he could 
obtain no authentic data for instituting any satisfac- 
tory induction ; he, therefore, upon his own admis- 
sion, was writing conjecturally when he affirmed 
that insanity is even, in proportion to the popula- 
tion, constantly on the decrease. " My conviction," 
he observes, " is, that if a fair investigation now 
took place, the number of insane persons in Great 
Britain and Ireland would be foimd diminished 
since my inquiries in 1819 ;" and yet he adds, that 
" the returns in that year were very defective and 
inaccurate, and those since made are so much more 
so that (in 1828) they are utterly useless." * 

It is curious that Esquirol should apparently 
have been so far led astray by Dr. Burrows as to 
publish a Memoir in the Transactions of the B/oyal 
Academy of Medicine {Tome /., 1828), in which, in 
reply to the question, " Existe — t-il dans nos jours 
un plus grand nombre des Ecus qu'il n'en existait 
il y a quarante ans ? " he fully adopts Dr. Burrows' 
views, affirming — "1st. That the writings of authors, 
especially Pinel, have powerfully contributed to in- 
cite an interest for the insane, and consequently, to 
induce a belief in the increase of the malady; — 
2ndly. That the great number of patients sent to 
Asylums encourages this belief; — and 3rdly. That 

* Commentaries on the Causes, Forms, Symptoms, and Treat- 
ment of Insanity. By George Man Burrows. London, 1828. 
Note, p. 508. 
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as the increase is only apparent, it is not true that 
insanity is a calamity peculiar to the present 
time." Dr. Burrows quotes this passage from 
Esquirol's Memoir with evident satisfaction, not- 
withstanding his admission that the returns upon 
which he founded his statistical inferences were 
so " defective" and " inaccurate " as to he " utterly 
useless." The non-professional portion of the pub- 
lic may well be astonished at finding medical men 
not only differing in regard to their inferences as to 
plain matters of fact, but often coming to the most 
opposite conclusions, one or other of them arriving 
evidently at the very antipodes of truth. Thus • 
Dr. Burrows, in his " Inquiry," strongly aflOrms — 
"There is no document extant, nor any evidence 
whatever that does not favour the inference, that 
the ratio of insane persons to the population dimi- 
nishes every year," * while Sir Andrew Halliday, in 
his Letter to Lord Seymour, declares, that from a 
series of returns, which are authentic and tolerably 
accurate, the disease is alarmingly on the increase, 
and that "the number of persons so afflicted has 
more than tripled during the last twenty years." t 
The first attempt to ascertain the number of 

* An Inquiry into certain Errors relative to Insanity, and their 
Consequences, Physical, Moral, and Civil. By George Man 
Burrows, M.D. London, 1820. P. 109. 

t A Letter to Lord Eobert Seymour, on the Number of 
Lunatics and Idiots in England and Wales. By Sir Andrew 
Halliday. London, 1829. Freface. 
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insane persons in this country, and their proportion 
to the population, was made by Dr. Powell ; but his 
resources were so limited that he could institute 
nothing like a satisfactory induction. He com- 
puted, however, that the proportion of limatics in 
England was one to seven thousand three himdred 
persons. The proportion given by Dr. Burrows was 
one to two thousand. In 1828 and 1829, Sir An- 
drew Halliday appears to have spared neither pains 
nor expense in carrying out the investigation. He 
personally visited the diflferent counties of England 
and Wales, entered into correspondence with county 
magistrates, clerks of the peace, and overseers, con- 
sulted such returns as were to be found in the 
Home-office, and the following were the results of 
his induction : — 

SUMMARY or SIR ANDREW HALLIDAY'S REPORT. 



In El^GhLAND. 


In Wales. 


Confined in Public 
Asylums 

Confbied in Private 
Asylums 

Confined in Work 
Houses 

Total in Confine- ' 
ment 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 


Confined in Public 
Asylums 

Confined in Private 
Asylums 

Total in Confine- 1 
ment j 

Number of Per-l 
sons at large, or l- 
with relations J 

Total 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 


1189 

1770 

36 


1314 

1964 

52 


2503 
3734 

88 


13 
6 


10 
9 


23 
15 


2995 


3330 


6325 


19 


19 


38 


Number of Per-"] 
sons at large, or V 
with relations J 


8029 


3193 


6222 


406 


452 


858 


Total 


6024 


6523 


12547* 


425 


471 


896t 



* Of these 6806 were Lunatics, 5/41 Idiots. 



t Of these 133 were Lunatics, 763 Idiots. 
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To these returns Sir Andrew HaHiday added the 
number of the Insane at the Naval and Military Hos- 
pitals, represented in the following Summary : — 

By returns of the Clerk of the Peace of the several 

Counties in England, as above 12547 

By returns of the Clerk of the Peace in Wales, as 

above 896 

By a return from the Victualling Board in the Naval 

Hospital at Haslar* 155 

By a return from the Army Medical Department in 

the Military Asylum at Chatham 122 

Total 13720 

This return was made in the year 1829, and as 
the census of 1821 enumerated a population of 
11,261,437, being an increase in ten years of nearly 
2,000,000, Sir Andrew argued that it would be fair 
to allow a million and a-half for the increase of the 
population from 1821 to 1829, which would make 
the number of people in England at the latter 
period amount to 12,700,000, and the proportion 
of insane persons as about one in every thousand ; 
but this refers to ascertained numbers, and was 
obviously below the reality. On a similar principle 
the population in Wales in 1821 was 717,438, 
having increased in ten years 105,000; so that 
adding 100,000 for the eight years that had elapsed 
since the last census, the population in 1829 ought 
to be estimated at 817,438. Accordingly, as the 
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ascertained number of insane persons then amount- 
ed to 896, Sir Andrew Halliday calculated the pro- 
portion at one to every 800.* 

It is proper, however, to observe, that Sir Andrew 
Halliday apprises us that the Returns of lunatics 
and idiots in Wales were very incomplete, and that 
in many of the counties of England he failed to 
obtain any reports from the Clerks of the Peace ; 
but in most of these instances, through other chan- 
nels, he succeeded in obtaining the information he 
desired. We are reminded by Mr. Farr, in his Es- 
say on the " Statistics of English Limatic Asylums," 
that the number of limatics and idiots in England 
and Wales reported by Sir Andrew, did not corres- 
pond with the returns of the Poor Law Unions, and 
that a source of fallacy lay in the heading of the 
schedule handed to the overseer, in which " a true 
list of the lunatics and dangerous idiots " in the 
parish is demanded. " Nothing,'* he observes, " is 
said of dangerous idiots in the Act, and it is well 
known that the majority of idiots are not danger- 
ous.''t Notwithstanding, however, that the Report 
of Sir Andrew Halliday was, as he himself warns 
us, defective in many respects, yet the data he suc- 
ceeded in collecting, and the calculations which he 

* Op. OiU p. 70. 

t On the Statistics of English Lunatic Asylums, and the Ee- 
form of their Public Management. By William Farr. London : 
Sherwood, Gilbert, and Piper. P. 26. 
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founded upon them are not the less valuable. 
Hence his induction, with all its imperfections, was 
adopted by the late Dr. Prichard in his very valu- 
able " Treatise on Insanity."* 

The investigations of Sir Andrew Halliday elicited 
some curious facts, which scarcely could have 
been anticipated, and which merit further eluci- 
dation. Among others, it appears that the propor- 
tion of the insane to the number of the population 
varies remarkably in diflferent coimties. Thus he 
reports, that *^ the average number of the insane in 
the inland county of Northampton, in proportion 
to the population, is greater than in any other 
county of the same extent in England, being 1 to 
every 650 of the population."t While that of Not- 
tingham contains fewer limatics and idiots than 
that of any other county in England and Wales, 
except Cornwall. In referring to Nottingham, Sir 
Andrew makes the following observations : — " The 
reader cannot fail to observe, what has occurred to 
me again and again, in the analysis of these He- 
ports, that throughout the whole of England, 
wherever the majority of people are engaged in 
agricultural pursuits, the proportion of insane per- 
sons, particularly idiots, is more than the general 
average in manufacturing districts ; and further, I 
think it is evident that the manufacturers of cotton 

* Vide Chapter x., Statistics of Insanity in Britain, p. 328. 
t Op Oit, p. 29. 
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are not so subject to mental diseases as those engaged 
in several branches of our woollen manufactures. 
Is it because the cotton spinners are employed at a 
very early age, and are a more ignorant class of the 
commimity ? or is there anything peculiar in the 
duties which the clothiers have to perform, or in 
the districts where this branch of industry is car- 
ried on ? " * 

In reference to the number of lunatics returned 
from Cornwall, being comparatively so few, Sir 
Andrew Halliday observes, that "the inhabitants 
of this county are distinguished from those of 
other counties of England by several peculiarities 
in their habits and employments. Their lan- 
guage, a dialect of the Celtic, and generally 
spoken about two centuries ago, which consti- 
tuted them a distinct colony, and though now, 
I believe, extinct, the people still remain, in a 
great measure, an immixed race, and are, it 
would appear, more exempt than common from 
mental diseases.** Admitting the fact to be esta- 
blished that insanity prevails more in one county 
than in another county, it seems only reasonable to 
expect that each county shall be at the expense of 
supporting its own lunatic poor, whether criminal 
or non-criminal ; for why should the inhabitants of 
Nottingham, presuming that the disease prevails to 
so small an extent in that county, be assessed for 

* Op, City p. 31. 



OKIGIN OF LUNACY COMMISSIONS. 45 

support of the lunatic poor of Northampton, where 
insanity, according to Sir Andrew Halliday, attains 
its maximum in proportion to the population ? 

The difficulties which embarrassed the inquiries 
instituted by Dr. Burrows and Sir Andrew Halliday 
have, by successive legislative enactments, been in 
a great measure surmounted. The Annual Reports 
of the Commissioners in Lunacy now supply us 
with certain authentic data ; — a brief reference, 
therefore, to the origin of the several commis- 
sions may appropriately accompany the summary 
I am about to give of their returns. In the 
year 1774, the duty of licensing and inspecting 
Lunatic Asylums was, by an Act of Parliament, 
14th Geo. III., c. 49, assigned to a Commission 
appointed by the College of Physicians, which annu- 
ally elected five of its fellows to discharge these 
duties. The Commissioners were directed by the 
Act to make minutes, in writing, of the state of the 
houses they visited, the condition of the patients, 
and such other particulars as they might con- 
sider deserving of notice ; and these minutes were 
entered by the secretary, by way of report, in a 
register kept by him in the College for that purpose, 
and read at the next meeting of the Commissioners. 
This Statute continued in force until the year 1828, 
during which period, I believe I am correct in 
stating, that no statistical returns of any value could 
be obtained. The number of houses licensed for the 
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reception of the insane was wholly inadequate to 
the demand ; the supervision of these establishments 
in the provinces was imperfectly conducted, and so 
ineffective was the operation of the law in affording 
protection to this unhappy class of subjects, that 
Dr. Burrows estimated that the number of insane 
persons not included in the return of 1819, and who 
were at large, or confined in private receptacles not 
registered, amounted to as many as one-half of 
the ascertained numbers.* The necessity of further 
legislation upon the subject was indeed obvious, 
and accordingly a Select Committee was appointed 
by the House of Commons, in Session 1826-27, 
to inquire into the state of pauper lunatics and 
asylums generally, and to consider the propriety of 
extending the provisions of the 14th Greo. III., 
c. 49, and consolidating all Acts relating to Luna- 
tics and Lunatic Asylums. This led to a very 
elaborate report ; and the following Session, (Fe- 
bruary 19, 1828,) leave was given to bring in a Bill 
to amend the Law for the Regulation of Lunatic 
Asylums. 

The power of licensing and inspecting Lunatic 
Asylums was, until this period, as I have just 
observed, vested in the College of Physicians ; and 
the following were some of the reasons assigned, 

* An Inquiry into certain Errors relative to Insanity, and their 
Consequences, Physical, Moral, and Civil. By Gteorge Man 
Burrows. London, 1820. Pp. 97 and 100. 
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when the new Bill was read a second time, in the 
House of Lords, for depriving that learned body of 
these privileges : — 

"As the law now stood (said the Earl of 
Malmesbury) any individual who went to the 
Royal College of Physicians and asked for a li- 
cense could not well be refused; but a more ex- 
traordinary circumstance was, that if, in the course 
of their visits, the Commissioners found much 
that was reprehensible in the establishment, they 
could not revoke his license. That was a perfect 
anomaly. The law enacted, that the visitor, after 
taking notes, should inscribe them on a tablet, and 
hang them up in the chamber in which the College 
of Physicians met, in order to give publicity to their 
remarks. But not many persons had access to that 
chamber, and therefore, publicity for any useful 
effect was not given. The law, in fact, was found 
to be so ineffective that the College of Physicians 
had neglected to comply with the enactment, and 
had not for many years placed any tablet in their 
chamber."* Accordingly, two Acts of Parliament 
were passed (16th July, 1828), 1st. ^* An Act to 
amend the Laws for the Erection and Regulation of 
County Lunatic Asylums, and more effectually to 
provide for the Care and Maintenance of Pauper 
and Criminal Lunatics ;" 2ndly. " An Act to B/Cgu- 
late the Care and Treatment of Insane Persons in 

* Hansard's Parliamentary Debates, Vol. XIX. New Series, 1828. 
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England/' * By the second section of this latter 
Act, the Board of Metropolitan Commissioners was 
appointed, which enacted, "That His Majesty's 
principal Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment shall annually, on the first day of Au- 
gust in every year, or within ten days following, 
appoint not less than fifteen Commissioners, of 
whom five, at the least, shall be physicians, for 
licensing and visiting during the space of one year 
all houses receiving two or more insane persons 
within the cities of London and Westminster, and 
within seven miles thereof, within the county of 
Middlesex." It was provided that tiiis Act " should 
continue in force for the term of three years, and from 
thence to the end of the ensuing Session of Parlia- 
ment." The duties assigned to the commissioners 
were in the different sections clearly defined ; the 
Asylums in the provinces, however, remained still 
under the jurisdiction of the justices of the several 
counties. With the view of obtaining correct re- 
turns of the number of lunatics from these 
asylums, it was enacted that the justices of the 
peace should, at the several petty sessions, issue 
their warrants to the overseers, requiring, in the 
form of a prescribed schedule, a list of all insane 
persons chargeable to their respective parishes, dis- 
tinguishing the sex and age of each insane person, 

t 9tli Qeo. IV., cap. 40-41. Statutes at large, Vol. XXIX., 
pp. 387-401. 
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and whether such person be dangerous or not, and 
for what length of time they may have been disor- 
dered in their senses, and where and how confined. 
These returns, it was furthermore enacted, should 
be verified upon oath, and any overseer neglecting 
to make such return subjected himself to a penalty 
of ten pounds, to be levied by a warrant of distress. 
It is necessary to bear in mind some of the princi- 
pal regulations enacted by these and other statutes, 
in order to understand the provision which the 
Legislature has at different periods devised for the 
protection of the insane; and from this slight 
retrospect, it is easy to perceive the difficulty which 
has always attended our obtaining anything like 
accurate statistics of lunacy. We have to look to 
the returns of the Metropolitan Commissioners, who 
were required by the 26th section of the Act [9 
Geo. III., c. 41,] to transmit, within one month pre- 
vious to the first of June of every year, a full and com- 
plete report to the Secretary of State of the several 
houses within their respective jurisdictions, with an 
alphabetical list of every patient confined during the 
twelve months ; and also to the returns [under sec- 
tion 36, 9 Geo, III., c. 40,] obtained, under the war- 
rant of the justices of the peace, from the overseers 
of different parishes in counties throughout Eng- 
land and Wales ; but so apathetic have these 
local authorities ever been, that the absolute and 
complete accuracy of their returns can seldom 

E 
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be depended upon. Notwithstanding the zealous 
efforts of the Select Committee, appointed by the 
House of Commons in 1826, to procure the ordi- 
nary forms of Parliamentary returns, they report 
that not less than eighteen counties, which are 
enumerated, " did not in any respect famish the 
information desired." 

The Metropolitan Commissioners in Lunacy en- 
tered assiduously upon their duties, and at the ex- 
piration of the first year published their Report. 
On the 1st July, 1828, the total nimiber of insane 
persons in licensed houses, under their jurisdiction, 
was 2,047; viz., 940 males, and 1,107 females. 
Of these there were — 

Male Paupers 471 Female Paupers .... 705 

Male others 469 Female others 402 

940 1107 

Between the 31st July, 1828, and the 1st May, 
1829, there were admitted 683 patients, of whom 
388 were males, and 295 females, viz. — 

Male Paupers 213 Female Paupers .... 188 

Male others 175 Female others 107 



388 295 



The total number of patients on the 1st May, 
1829, in the licensed houses within the Metropo- 



STATISTICAL RETURNS, 1830. 51 

litan district was 2048, of whom 949 were males, 
and 1,099 females. 

The year following, in pursuance of the section 
36, 9 Geo. IV., c. 40, just referred to, a very elabo- 
rate Report was printed by order of the House of 
Commons. It is dated the 28th April, 1830, and 
entitled a " Summary Abstract from each county, 
riding (or division of the county of Lincoln), in 
England and Wales, of the Returns made to the 
respective Clerks of the Peace under the provisions 
of Geo. IV., c. 40. ; and a similar return from each 
liberty, county or city, county of a town, cinque 
port, or town corporate."* 

The following is a brief recapitulation of this Re- 
turn : — In the year 1830, there were in England (ex- 
clusive of the ascertained number of patients in the 
Metropolitan district), 8,269 insane persons, viz. : — 

Lunatics . 1885 Male. 2474 Female. Total Lunatics 4359 
Idiots. . . . 2067 Male. 1833 Eeinale. Total Idiots . . 3900 



Total number of Lunatics and Idiots in England 8259 

* It should be remembered that in England ten cities are 
counties of themselves, besides London, which includes the county 
of Middlesex in its sheriffdom, and thus creates no difficulty in its 
connection with that county. The others are as follows, — Bristol, 
Canterbury, Coventry, Exeter, Gloucester, Lichfield, Lincoln, 
Norwich, Worcester, Tork. Eive towns of England are counties 
of themselves, — Kingston-on-Hull, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Notting- 
ham, Poole, and Southampton ; also two towns in Wales, Carmar- 
then county borough, and Haverfordwest. — See Observations in 
the Population Returns of 1831. London; Moxon, 1832. P. 38. 
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In Wales the same year, there were — 

Lunatics . . 94 Male. 115 Female. Total Lunatics 209 
Idiots .... 218 Male. 219 Female. Total Idiots. . 437 



Total number of Lunatics and Idiots in Wales 646 

There were accordingly in the provinces through- 
out England and Wales, at this period, 8,905 
insane persons, of both sexes. 

If to this number we add 2,048 ascertained to 
be nearly at the same period in Metropolitan 
Asylums, the number will amount to 10,953 ; and 
if to this we add 232 for the number of patients 
reported in Bethlehem Hospital in 1831, the total 
number of insane persons in England and Wales 
will have been 11,185. 

Now as the decennial census was taken in 1831, 
we are enabled to arrive at the proportion of the 
insane to the total number of population in the two 
countries ; thus, there were in England insane per- 
sons distributed as follows : — 

In Metropolitan Asylums 2048 

In the Provinces 8259 

In Bethlehem 232 

10,539 
In Wales there were 646 



Total 11,185 
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Accordingly as the population in England and 
Wales, in the year 1881, amounted to 13,897,187,* 
the proportion of insane persons to the total popu- 
lation of the two countries was 1 to 1,242 J. 

The next elaborate Return, in pursuance of the 
same Statute, was made five years afterwards — it 
presents us with three parallel columns which 
exhibit the number of lunatics and idiots in Asy- 
lums, (erected under the provision of 9 Geo. IV., 
c. 40), the number of both classes in private 
Asylums, and the number under care of Parish 
OflBicers. 

According to this Report the total number of 
lunatics in England in 1836 was 12,668, distributed 
as follows : — 



ENGLAND. 


XITNATICS. 


IDIOTS. 


Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


1 Male. 

1 

1 


1 ■ 

Female . 


Total. 


Total of 
Lunatics 
& Idiots. 


In Asylums built "1 
under provisions [ 
9 Geo. IV., c. 40 J 

In Private Lunatic 
Asylums 

Under care of Parish I 
Officers, or out-of- l^ 
door keepers J 


1243 

649 
773 


1342 

740 
1297 


2585 

1389 
2070 


89 

34 

2948 


80 

53 
3420 


169 

87 
6368 


2754 

1476 
8438 


Total 


2665 


3379 


6044 


3071 


3553 


6624 


12668 



* This Ketum is taken from Mr. Porter's Statistical Analysis 
of the recent enumeration of the Inhabitants of Great Britain. 
Statistical Journal, Vol. IV., p. 279. 1842. 
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Upon referring to the Annual Report of the 
Metropolitan Commissioners in Lmiaey, from June 
1836 to June 1836, we find the total number of 
persons confined under their jurisdiction amounted 
to 2,498, of whom 1,289 were paupers, and 1,209 
private patients. 

The number of patients in Bethlehem in 1836 — 6 
was 258, so that the total number of insane persons 
in England at this period appears to have been as 
follows : — 

In the Provinces 12,668 

In the Metropolitan District 2,498 

In Bethlehem 258 

InOaols 40 

Total 15,464 

To this number we have to add the Returns 
from Wales, where the total number of lunatics 
and idiots was 999, — viz., 358 lunatics, and 641 
paupers. 



1 LUNATICS. 


IDIOTS. 


WALES. 1 

Male. .Female. 


Total. 


1 
Male. Female. 

1 


Total. 


Total of 
Lunatics 
&Idioto. 


"■'1 1 
In Asyhimfl built l 

under provisions 1 1 17 1 8 ! 26 

9 Geo. IV., c. 40 J ' 
In Priyate Asylums.. 1 10 i 4 ' 14 
Under care of Parish 1 

Officers and out- V 142 \ 111 319 

door keepers J 


1 

1 

299 


340 


1 
1 

639 


26 

15 

958 


Total 169 i 189 ' 358 


301 


340 


641 
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We find, therefore, in 1836 the number of ascer- 
tained lunatics to have been — 

In England 15,46,4 

In Wales 999 

Total 16,463 

The population of England and Wales by the 
census return of 1831, we have seen, amounted to 
13,897,187 ; and it has been shewn by Mr. Porter, 
that making allowance for the reduction by emigra- 
tion during ten years, the increase of the population 
between 1831 and 1841 was 2,408,643. 

To arrive therefore at the population of 1836, we 
must add to the Census Return of 1831 the increase 
of population during the five succeeding years, which 
will be found to amount to 1,204,321 ; so that the 
total population of England and Wales, in 1836, 
would have been 16,101,508. Hence, the total 
number of lunatics and idiots being 16,463, the 
proportion of insane persons to the total number of 
the population, in 1836, would have been 1 to 917. 

Passing over several intermediate Lunacy Reports, 
upon account of my not finding statistical returns of 
insanity at corresponding periods in the provinces, I 
next come to the Report of the Metropolitan Com- 
missioners, addressed to the Lord Chancellor in 
1844. This is a very interesting and elaborate 
report, and presents us with a fall exposition of the 
state of lunacy in England and Wales at this period, 
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accompanied by explanatory observations and sug- 
gestions, whicb are well worthy of attentive perusal. 
The statistics of insanity — non-criminal and crimi- 
nal — are here set forth in details which are per- 
fectly clear and intelligible, and which supply us 
not only with authentic data for estimating the 
numbers of the insane of all ranks confined in 
County Asylums, Hospitals, and Licensed Houses 
in the Metropolitan district and provinces, but with 
a variety of facts calculated to elucidate the princi- 
ples which should be observed in the medical and 
moral treatment of the disease. 

It appears, from the annexed Summary, that there 
were in England and Wales, on the 1st January, 
1844, 20,893 insane persons, of whom 9,862 were 
males and 11,031 females ; of these, 4,072 were 
private patients, and 16,821 were paupers. 
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The Census of 1841 — I here refer to the official 
folio Abstract presented to Parliament — gives a re- 
turn of 14,995,138 persons, male and female, living 
in England, and 91 1,603 in Wales, — the total popu- 
lation being 15,906,741.* Here again, to arrive 
at the population of 1844, we must, upon the prin- 
ciples already explained, add the further population 
of three years, deducting as before for the decrease 
by emigration. During the three years the popula- 
tion would have increased 722,593, and the total 
population of England and Wales in 1844 would 
have been 16,629,334. Accordingly, the total 
number of insane persons being at this period, by 
the above statement, 20,893, the proportion of the 
insane of all classes to the total population of Eng- 
land and Wales was, in January, 1844, as 1 to 795. 

These details may, I am afraid, appear somewhat 
prolix and elaborate ; but how, otherwise, can we 
arrive at the true Statistics of Insanity ? "I don't 
believe in statistics," said a gentleman to me one 
day ; — and no doubt a chevaux de frize of figures 
may be repulsive to minds impatient of inquiry ; — 
but they must be grappled with : the path, dreary 
as it may be, must be explored before we can arrive 
at safe conclusions upon many important points 
aflfecting our social condition. Hence the Metro- 
politan Commissioners state, that the importance 

* Abstract of Answers and Eetums under the Popidation Act, 
3 & 4 Vict., c. 99, presented to both Houses of Parliament. Fol. 
Clowes and Sons. Vide p. 459. 
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of the statistics of Insanity is so great, that they 
were induced, in drawing up the present Report 
(1844), to resort to all accessible sources of informa- 
tion ; and there is no doubt that, until this period, 
the materials for computation were of a scanty and 
uncertain nature, and the most erroneous views 
prevailed on the subject. 

This Report of the Metropolitan Commissioners 
concludes with a series of suggestions for the 
amendment of the Law of Lunacy ; and as the 
statute under which the Commissioners acted was 
about to expire, the Earl of Shaftesbury — then Lord 
Ashley — brought the subject, in the Session of 1844, 
again before the House of Commons. His Lord- 
ship pointed out with great perspicacity and with 
much feeling, the defects in the practical operation 
of the Act 9 Greo. IV., c. 41 ; and in the August of 
the following Session the law was again revised, 
and the Act 8 and 9 Vict. c. 100, passed, which 
appointed the present Commission in Lunacy. 

The first Report of the Commissioners under this 
Act appeared on the 30th Jime, 1846, at which period 
we are informed that the Commission having been 
in operation only between ten and eleven months, 
found it impossible to render a full and detailed 
account of the several matters entrusted to their 
care ; they, therefore, proposed to submit, as soon 
as it was practicable after the first year of their 
labours, to the Lord Chancellor, a more minute 
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account of such matters as came under their cog^ 
nizance, and were deemed worthy of special notice. 
Accordingly, their second Report, dated the 30th 
June, 1847, was followed by a further Report, which 
was published in the same year in a thick 8yo. 
volume, which contained a vast amount of prac- 
tical information. 

In this Report we find, that the total nimiber of 
insane persons in England and Wales amounted on 
the 1st January, 1847, to 26,516. These were dis- 
tributed as follows : — 

In the County Asrlmns, Hospitals, and lacenaed 
Houses subjected to Tisitation, 3574 priyate pa- 
tients, and 9652 paupers 13,226 

In Bethlehem and in the Naval Hospitals, not sub- 
ject to visitations 606 

Paupers in Poor Law Unions and places under 

Local Acts. 8,986 

Paupers in Gilbeit*s Unions, and other places not 
in.Union 176 

Also 807 of 542 single patients, found lunatics hj 
Inquisition (235 l^ing in Licensed Houses) 307 

Other single patients in Private Houses under the 
charge rf persons receiving profit, about 130 

The excess of pauper patients in Workhouses, Ac., 
estimated by the visiting Commissioners as at 
least one-third over the number returned bj 
Parish Officers 3,058 

Criminals in Gaols 32 

Total 26,516 

Of this number 21,385 appear (exclusive of CiiminalB in Ghiols) 
to have been paupers, and 4,649 private persons belonging to tiie 
middle and higher classes of Society. 

The population of England and Wales having by 
the census of 1841 been returned at 15,906,741, we 
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have, presuming the same causes to be in operation, 
to add for the increase of the population during the 
six years 1,445,186, which would bring the total 
population of England and Wales, in 1847, to 
17,351,927. As the Commissioners in Lunacy, 
therefore, report the number of insane persons at 
this period to have been 26,516, the proportion of 
insane persons in 1847, to the total population of 
England and Wales, would have been as 1 to 654. 

The Annual Reports of the Commissioners in 
Lunacy have since this period not been so elabo- 
rate. They do not exhibit in the same tabular 
forms the total number of lunatics, private and 
pauper, with the number of the^ population of each 
county in a preliminary column; the result of 
which is that the statistical deductions are by no 
means so clear as in the Reports of 1844 and 1847. 
We have, it is true, a return of the number of 
insane persons confined in County and Borough 
Asylums, Hospitals, Metropolitan Licensed Houses, 
and Provincial Licensed Houses ; — the number con- 
fined in Bethlehem, the Royal Naval Hospital 
at Haslar, and the Royal Military Hospital Great 
Yarmouth ; and in the Appendix we find a list of 
the workhouses which the Commissioners may have 
visited, with the number of the insane, idiotic, and 
imbecile therein domiciled ; but no account is ren- 
dered of single patients in private houses, nor is any 
table given of the aggregate number of lunatics and 
idiots in diflferent counties. 
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From the prerious Retums to which I have 
referred, it is ohvious that the apprehensions of Sir 
Andrew Halliday were too well founded, and that 
insanity, making every allowance for the increase of 
the population, has progressively very much in- 
creased. This is clearly proved hy the following re- 
capitulatory Table from the Commissioners' Reports. 





The Populafion 

of 

England and Wales. 


Total Number of 
Male and Female. 


Proportion to 
Population. 


1831 
1836 
1844 
1847 


13,897,187 
15,101,508 
16,629,334 
17,351,927 


11,185 
16,463 
20,893 
26,516 


1 to 1,242 
1 to 917 
1 to 795 
1 to 654 



The Summary Tables published in their more 
recent Annual Reports, still further establish the 
fact. Thus if we compare the Summary in the 
Report of 1847, with the Summaries in the Reports 
of 1850, 1851, and 1852, we shall find— 
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7,861 


1248 
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10,217 


1285 


2326 


2979 


383 
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93 


17,412 


966 



* Exclusive of Bethlehem, Haslar, and Shorncliffe. 

The Annual Returns of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners throw considerable light upon the statistics 
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of insanity. Instead of looking to the overseers of 
different parishes for these reports, the guardians 
of each union are now required to make a return 
of the number of lunatics belonging to the several 
parishes, not only to the Clerk of the Peace of the 
County, but also to the Poor Law Commissioners. 
Selecting the Census epochs, I have, in the follow- 
ing Table, compared an abstract of the returns — pub- 
lished by the Poor Law Commissioners — showing 
the number of pauper limatics and idiots charge- 
able to parishes comprised in each Union in 
England and Wales, for the year 1841, ending 
August, 1842 — with the similar return for the year 
lg61, ending the 1st January, 1852. 

RBTtTEN OP PaITPEB LtTNATICS AlTD IdIOTS POS 1841-2, WITH THEIB 

Peopobtion to the Population, and Amount op Paupebibm in 
England and Wales. 





Population, 
1841. 


Number of 

Paupers 

Receiving 

Parish Belief. 


Total of 

Pauper 

Lunatics 

and Idiots. 


Proportion 
of Pauper 
Lunatics and 
Idiots to the 
Population. 


Proportion 
of Lunatic 
Paupers to 
the Number 
of Paupers. 


England . . 

Wales 

Estimates') 

for Places! 

not f 

in UnionJ 


12,978,377 
884,173 

2,044,279 


1,007,369 
73,405 

218,274 


12,712 
1,158 

2,044 


1 to 1020 
1 to 763 

1 to 1000 


1 

Ito 78 
Ito 63 

Ito 106 


Total 
England 
& Wales . 


16,906,829* 


1,299,048 


15,914 


1 to 999 


Ito 76 



* There is here a slight difference between the Eetum of the Population in 
1841 as given by the Poor Law Commissioners and the Census Tables before 
me. This does not, however, in the least affect the results. The Cmsus 
Betum for 1841 was 15,906,741, instead of 15,906,829^a difference of only 88. 
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Retubk op Pafpee Lt)natios and Idiots fob 1851-2, with theib 
Pbofobtion to the Population, and Amount op Paupeeibm in 
England and Wales. 





Population, 
1851. 


Number of 

Paupers 

Receiving 

Parish Relief. 


Total of 

Pauper 

Lunatics 

and Idiots. 


Proportion 
of Pauper 
Lunatics and 
Idiots to the 
Population. 


Proportion 
of Pauper 
Lunatics and 
Idiots to the 
Number of 
Paupers. 


England .. 
Wales .... 


16,921,888 
1,005,721 


744,860 
68,229 


19,825 
1,333 


1 to 863 
1 to 754 


lto37 
1 to 51 


Total I 
England y 
it Wales J 


17,927,609 


813,089 


21,158 


1 to 847 


lto38 



It will be observed by the above Table, that be- 
tween 1841 — 2, and 1851 — 2, owing doubtless 1;o 
emigration and other causes improving the con- 
dition of the labouring classes, there was a decrease 
of 485,959 in the number of paupers seeking parish 
relief ; yet, notwithstanding this diminution of the 
pauper population, there was an absolute increase of 
5244 in the number of pauper lunatics and idiots, 
and an increase in proportion tp the population of 
1 to 152. 

The conclusion arrived at by Sir Andrew Halliday, 
that insanity is more prevalent in agricultural than 
in manufacturing districts, will be found to be fully 
substantiated by the Returns, both of the Commis- 
sioners in Lunacy and the Poor Law Commissioners. 
The twelve coimties selected by Sir Andrew Halli- 
day, where the inhabitants are principally employed 
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in agriculture, were — Bedford, Berkshire, Bucks, 
Cambridge, Hereford, Lincoln, Norfolk, North- 
ampton, Oxford, Rutland, Suffolk, Wilts. The 
total number of inhabitants in these twelve coun- 
ties was, 2,012,979 — and the total number of insane 
persons, 2,526. He therefore found the proportion 
of insane persons to the total population about 1 to 
820, and the lunatics to the idiots as 5 to 7 : the 
female lunatics and idiots exceeding the males 
nearly in the same proportion. The twelve coun- 
ties which he selected, where the inhabitants are not 
employed in agriculture, were— Cornwall, Cheshire, 
Derby, Durham, Gloucester, Lancaster, Northum- 
berland, Nottingham, Stafford, Somerset, York 
(West Riding), Warwick. The total number of 
inhabitants in these twelve counties was, 4,493,194, 
the total number of insane persons, 3,910. The 
proportion of the insane therefore, in the above 
counties, to the population, was very nearly as 1 to 
1,200, — and in these districts there were consider- 
ably more lunatic5\^ than idiots : and although the 
female population was (as is generally the case 
throughout England) greater than the male, tha 
insane of both sexes were very nearly equal. 
Taking the same twelve agricultural, and the same 
twelve non-agricultural counties, selected by Sir 
Andrew Halliday, we shall find the B/cports of the 
Commissioners in Lunacy develope the same result, 
thus : — 
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Agricultural Counties. 

In 1836 proportion of the insane to the population 1 to 614 
„ 1843 ditto ditto 1 to 810 

„ 1847 ditto ditto 1 to 712 

Non-Agricultural Counties. 

In 1836 proportion of the insane to the population 1 to 1420 
„ 1843 ditto ditto 1 to 1109 

„ 1847 ditto ditto 1 to 939 

The same result is elicited by the Poor Law Com- 
missioners' Returns. In 1851, the number of 
insane paupers in the same twelve agricultural 
counties was 8,743, and their proportion to the 
population of the same twelve counties, 1 to 718. 
In the twelve non-agricultural counties, the number 
of insane paupers was 12,189, and their proportion 
to the population of the same counties, 1 to 1,015. 

The late Dr. Prichard, commenting upon this 
remarkable fact, truly observes, that, " previous to 
inquiry, we should conjecture that the causes of in- 
sanity would have more influence, and the disease 
be more prevalent, in a manufg^cturing than in an 
agricultural county, — but the contrary is the case." 
He then adds, ** The fact that insanity prevails so 
much in agricultural counties, indicates that its 
development is favoured by some of the circum- 
stances connected with the condition of agricul- 
turists. The labouring of women in the field 
during pregnancy is perhaps, as Halliday suggests, 
one cause. Hard labour and low diet, to which 
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males may be subjected, may perhaps have an 
influence on the offspring propagated by them; 
and in Wales and Scotland particularly this may 
enter into the number of causes which render 
idiotism so prevalent."* 

In a recent number of the " Statistical Journal," 
we find a report "On the Statistics of the In- 
sane, Blind, Deaf, Dumb, and Lepers of Nor- 
"^ay," by Professor Hoist, from which we learn, 
that in consequence of a proposal of the clergy, 
in 1825, to inquire into the condition of the 
insane in Norway, a Royal Commission was 
issued to consider measures for their ameliora- 
tion. Hereupon, it was deemed necessary to ob- 
tain as much information as possible regarding the 
insane in the whole kingdom, with the view to 
determine the number and extent of the establish- 
ments which should be erected for their acconmio- 
dation. This enumeration of the insane (the first 
which had been made) was undertaken by the 
clergy, in 1828; after which, in 1835, another 
enumeration was induced by a desire, on the part 
of the medical faculty, that returns should be ob- 
tained, in conjunction with the General Census, 
of the number of the insane in different depart- 
ments of the kingdom. Here the advantage of 
requiring a return of the insane to be included in 
the General Census becomes manifest. The enu- 

* Treatise on Insanity. Op, Qit., pp. 334—337. 

F 2 
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meration was taken in the towns by the magis- 
trates and chief officers ; and in the country by the 
parish priests, assisted by curates, tenants, school- 
masters, and assistants. The results are in many 
respects curious. In one of the Tables, the number 
of the insane in towns is compared with the number 
of the insane in rural districts ; and the following is 
an abstract of this Return. 
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Total 
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Total 
Fbmalk. 


Total 
Insamk. 


Proportion 

Insane Per Cent 
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Towns 

Rural Districts . . 


163 

1886 


162 
2079 


825 
8965 


.0201 
.0339 


Total 


2049 


2241 


4290 


.0323 





"It will be observed in the foregoing Table," 
observes the learned Professor, " that there was a 
considerable preponderance of insane among females, 
and that insanity .prevailed one- third less in towns 
than in rural districts/'* 

In all our Statistical Returns of Insanity, we find 
that in England and Wales the proportion of insane 
persons is much higher among the pauper population 
than among the higher and the middle classes. Thus : 

* Journal of the Statistical Society, Vol. xv., Sept., 1852. 
Article — Statistics of the Insane, Blind, Deaf, Dumb, and Lepers 
of Norway, by Professor Hoist. Translated from the Danish by 
A. S. Oliver Massey, Esq., p. 250, 



PREVALENCE AMONG PAUPEKS. 69 

In January, 1844, the Metropolitan Commissioners 
report the total number of private patients at 3,790, 
while the Poor Law Commissioners return the num- 
ber of pauper lunatics and idiots, receiving parish 
relief, at 16,674. Again. In 1851, the Commis- 
sioners in Lunacy return the total number of private 
patients, confined in Asylums, Hospitals, Metropo- 
litan and Provincial Licensed Houses, at 4,397, 
while the Poor Law Commissioners return the num- 
ber of pauper lunatics and idiots, chargeable to their 
several parishes, at 21,158. There can be no doubt, 
therefore, making every allowance for the number 
of single patients not under certificate, and not in- 
cluded in the Annual Reports of the Commissioners 
in Lunacy, that insanity prevails to a greater extent 
among the pauper population than among persons 
belonging to the better classes of life. 

The relative liability of the sexes to insanity has 
been the subject of much discussion, and until the 
appearance of Dr. Thurnham's able Treatise on the 
Statistics of Insanity,* the opinion adopted by Esqui- 
rol, Prichard, Guislain, and others, that women are 
more liable to insanity than men, generally prevailed 
in the profession. Dr. Thurnham pointed out that 
due allowance must be made for the excess which 
always exists in the female population, and that we 

* Observations and Essays on the Statistics of Insanity, and on 
Establishments for the Insane. By John Thumham, M.D. — Lon- 
don: p. 145. 
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should calculate the occurring instead of the existing 
cases of insanity. Taking, however, all the elements 
of calculation into consideration which Dr. Thum- 
ham has suggested, I am inclined to agree with Dr. 
Webster, that insanity prevails to a greater extent 
among females than among males.* 

In regard to the excess of the female over the 
male population — a computation suggested by Dr. 
Thurham — ^it appears that a remarkable uniformity 
at the different periods of the Census enumeration 
has been found to exist. Thus : — ^When the last 
Census — that of 1851 — was taken, the proportion 
between the sexes was 100 males to 105 females; — 
very nearly the same as it was found to be in 1801. 
We may, however, observe, by the following ab- 
stract, that a well marked preponderance has ap- 
peared in all the returns of insanity upon the side 
of the female sex. 



Date 
of Report. 


Total Insane. 
Males. 


Total Insane. 
Females. 


Total i Excess on the 
Insane of both 1 side of 
Sexes. ! Female Lunatics. 


1844 


5,521 


5,751 


11,272 1 230 


1847 


6,645 


7,187 


13,832 ' 542 


1850 


7,074 


8,005 


15,079 931 


1851 


7,834 


8,613 


16,447 779 


1852 


8,247 


9,165 


17,412 918 



* Vide Transactions of the Medico-Chirurgical Society.- 
Vol. XXVI., p. 381. 
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When the Census of 1851 was taken, the number 
of persons residing in pubKc institutions— barracks, 
workhouses, prisons, hospitals for the sick, &c., 
was included in the enumeration, and also Lunatic 
Asylums. But, as the Census Commissioners did 
not distinguish between the number of Lunatics, 
and the number of sane persons residing in these 
establishments, we cannot, from this return, draw 
any satisfactory conclusions. In 1 49 Lunatic Asy- 
lums they enumerated 21,004 inhabitants; viz., 
9,753 males, and 11,251 females; and they observe, 
that they found generally in these Asylums a pre- 
ponderance of females ; but a large deduction must 
be made for servants, attendants, and the members 
of private families, living in and conducting these 
institutions. That the excess, however, of insanity 
is on the side of the female sex would appear from 
every computation ; — thus, the Commissioners in 
Lunacy report, in 1851 — Insane males, 7,834; in- 
sane females, 8,613. Now, the male population in 
England and Wales was, by the Census of that year, 
retm^ned at 8,781,225; and the female population 
at 9,146,384; accordingly, the proportion of insane 
males to the male population was as I to 1,120, and 
the proportion of insane females to the female popu- 
lation was as 1 to 1,061 — the excess of limacy still 
being on the side of the female sex. 

Prom the statistical data which I have now gone 
over, and which, I am aware, may be subjected to 
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a much more critical and elaborate analysis, I con- 
ceive that we are justified in drawing the following 
inferences : — 

First — That insanity is a disease which, making 
every allowance for the increase of the 
population, has been greatly on the 
increase. 
Second — ^That insanity is more prevalent in some 
counties than it is in other counties, and 
predominates more in agricultural dis- 
tricts than in towns. 
Third— ThBi insanity, in proportion to the popu- 
lation of the two classes, prevails to a 
greater extent among paupers than 
among persons belonging to the middle 
and upper classes of society. 
Fourth — That the nimiber of females aMcted with 
insanity, making allowance for the ex- 
cess of the female population, is greater 
than the number of males. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE STATISTICS OE CEIMINAL LUNACY. 

The facts developed by the statistics of ordinary- 
insanity, whatever phase it may assume, may reason- 
ably be expected to aflfect the statistics of criminal 
lunacy which have not hitherto been investigated ; 
but uninviting as the inquiry may be, the informa- 
tion is required before making any suggestions for 
the future distribution of tliis unfortunate class of 
persons. 

The Criminal Tables presented to both Houses 
of Parliament every Session, exhibiting the total 
number of offenders committed, convicted, acquit- 
ted, found insane on arraignment, or acquitted 
upon the plea of insanity, supply us with authentic 
data for elucidating the statistics of criminal 
lunacy, using the term criminal in the sense I 
have already explained. In pursuance, therefore, 
of the inquiry I have already suggested, I sub- 
join the following Table, shewing the number of 
criminals found insane during three quintennial 
periods, viz. — from 1838 to 1862. The preliminary 
information is of importance, as it is necessary to 
have some idea of the number of criminal lunatics 
for whom provision is required. 
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TABLES shewing the Total Number of Offenders Convicted, Acquitted, found 
Insane on Arraignment, or Acquitted on the Flea of Insanity, during Three 
Quintennial Periods, from 1838 to 1852 : 






1838 
1839 
1840 
1841 
1842 



Total 



Total 
Offenders. 



23^094 
24,443 
27,187 
27,760 
31,309 



133,793 



Conyicted, 



36,785 
17,832 
19,927 
20,280 
22,733 



97,657 



Acquitted. 



6,277 
6,588 
7,235 
7,452 
8,553 



36,105 



Found 
Insane on 
Arraign- 
ment. 



13 
13 
13 
14 
10 



Acquitted 
as being 
Insane. 



19 
10 
12 
14 
13 



68 



Total 
Insane. 



25 
28 
23 



131 



1843 


29,591 


1844 


26,542 


1845 


24,303 


1846 


25,107 


1847 


28,833 



21,092 
18,919 
17,402 
18,144 
21,542 



8,470 
7,586 
6,870 
6,935 
7,251 



12 
16 
1.2 
11 
15 



17 
21 
19 
17 
25 



29 
37 
81 

28 
40 



Total 



134,376 



97,099 37,112 



66 



165 



Is 



1 5 



l^ 



1848 


30,349 


1849 


27,816 


1850 


26,813 


1851 


27,960 


1852 


27,510 



22,900 
21,001 
20,537 
21.579 
21,304 



7,423 
6,786 
6,238 
6,359 
6,176 



10 


16 


11 


18 


26 


12 


9 


13 


19 


11 



29 
38 
22 
30 



Total 



140,448 



107,321 32,982 



Total of the 3] 
Quintennial > 
Periods J 



408,617 



301,977 



75 



70 



145 



106,199 204 I 237 | 441 

i I ! 
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Proportion of the Insane to the number of Com- 
mitments 1 to 920 

Proportion of the Insane to the number of Con- 
victions 1 to 684 

Annual average of Offenders found Insane .... 29 

Hence it appears, that during 15 years, from 1838 
to 1852 inclusive, there were 408,617 offenders com- 
mitted for trial, of whom 301,977 were convicted, 
106,199 acquitted, and 441 detained as insane, 204 
having heen found insane on arraignment, and 237 
having been acquitted on the plea of insanity. 
Furthermore, we may observe by these Tables, that 
the annual average number of commitments in 
each of the 52 counties of England and Wales was, 
during this period, 7,858, and the annual average 
number of offenders found insane on arraignment, 
or acquitted on the plea of insanity, in each county, 
was 8'25. It becomes, however, a matter of im- 
portance to ascertain the share which each county 
respectively bears in returning Criminal Lunatics ; 
to determine which, I have compiled the following 
Tables from the same authentic documents. 

In the course of these investigations, it has occurred 
to me that it would be extremely interesting to dis- 
cover the relation which msij primd facte be presumed 
to exist between pauperism, crime, and insanity. It 
is stated by the eminent statician, Mr. Neison, that 
in those counties where persons enjoy independent 
means, the range of crime is below the average. 
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" In England and Wales," he observes, " according 
to the last Census Returns, the average ratio of per- 
sons of independent means is 2*8 per cent., and by 
taking those counties in group 8, (Surrey, West- 
moreland, Devon, Cumberland, Gloucester,) in which 
the proportion is increased at least 33 per cent., it 
will be found that the actual crime is below the 
average of the whole kingdom by 8*8 per cent.*'* 
It is also a curious fact, ascertained by Mr. Neison, 
that there is an excess of crime in agricultural dis- 
tricts above that of other parts of the kingdom. 
" In all the agricultural groupes of counties," he 
remarks, "there seems to be a remarkable uni- 
formity in the tendency to crime, varying in an 
excess of crime above the average of the whole 
kingdom of from 6-3 to 6*8 per cent." t It is 
evident that the same causes which conduce to the 
increase of pauperism and crime promote also tlie 
development of insanity. Thus, under the head of 
pre-disposing causes, we recognize the influence of 
age, sex, and hereditary transmission ; and among 
the exciting causes, — penury, irregular habits, 
intemperance, love of excitement, libertinism, 
general self-indulgence, and giving way to the 
impulses of the passions. There can be no doubt 
that the disposition to commit crime is often here- 

* Statistics of Crime in England and Wales. By F. G. P. 
Neison. Statistical Journal, Vol. XI., p. 155. 1848. 
t Ilnd. Vol. ix. p. 233. 
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ditary. "Nothing," says Mr. Hill, in his recent 
work on Crime, "has been more clearly proved 
than that crime is, to a considerable extent, here- 
ditary — crime appearing, in this respect, greatly to 
resemble pauperism, which, according to the evidence 
of the Poor-law Commissioners, often proceeds from 
father to son in a long line of succession."* lie 
adduces numerous cases in confirmation of the fact. 
One of the most striking applies to the families 
of three brothers, containing together fifteen mem- 
bers. Of these, no fewer than fourteen were utterers 
of base coin, while the fifteenth, who appeared to be 
an exception to his kindred, was, at length, detected 
in setting fire to his own house, which he had 
insured for four times its value. Supposing each of 
those employed in uttering base coin to have passed 
only one piece a day, and to have had a career of 
five years' duration (which there is reason to believe 
is about the average) no fewer than 20,000 offences 
might have been prevented by removing the three 
brothers permanently from society before they be- 
came fathers of families." The disposition to com- 
mit crime is often unquestionably an incurable form 
of insanity ; hence we read of persons who are all 
their lives criminals, and only terminate one period 
of imprisonment to re-commence another. The case 
of a woman is cited by Mr. HUl, who continued in 

* Crime ; its Amount, Causes, and Remedies. By Frederick 
Hill, Barrister-in-Law, late Inspector of Prisons, 1853. p. 55, 
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a career of crime for 25 years ; and that also of an- 
other woman, 60 years of age, who had abeady been 
in prison sixty-seven times. Furthermore, he refers 
to another example, of a woman who had been a 
prisoner in the police cells in Edinburgh at least 
1 ,000 tinges, chiefly for acts of violence.* The cause 
of crime and insanity prevailing more in rural dis- 
tricts than in towns may, perhaps, be ascribed to 
the circumstance of the uneducated poor in the 
country not having the same stimulus to mental 
activity as the working classes in towns. When the 
agricultural labourer has tilled the ground, and the 
seed has been sown, he is comparatively idle. He 
may, it is true, find other employment ; but how, in 
adverse weather and during the long winter even- 

* The following anecdote in illustration of the hereditary ten- 
dency to crime is related with much naivetS, in a work entitled 
"Old Bailey Experience:" — "A gentleman recently returned 
from New South Wales told me (says the Author,) that he was 
present one day at a factory or barrack where the convicts are 
kept until engaged by a master, when a gentleman came in, and 
seeing a youth which he thought would suit him, he said to him — 

* Well, my lad, what are you ? ' 'A London thief,' was the boy's 
reply, touching his hat. * What can you do ? ' * Thieve, Sir.' 

* No doubt of that,' said the interrogator ; but how were you 
brought up ? ' * To thieve. Sir,' was the boy's answer. ' Non- 
sense ! What was your father ? ' * A thief. Sir ! ' The gentle- 
man now, probably humouring the conversation, continued to in- 
quire concerning his mother and family, when it appeared that he 
had five brothers and five sisters, all of whom, in the same man- 
ner, were thieves." — Op. Git, p. 34, 
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ings, does he pass his time ? In towns the poorer 
classes find their way into mechanic-institutes, read- 
ing rooms, or perhaps, places of public amusement ; 
— the current news of the day supplies them with 
ever-varying topics for conversation and reflection ; 
but in the country no such resources exist. The 
village beer-shop is the common place of resort, 
where the ignorant and the idle indulge themselves 
in smoking, drinking, and in habits of intemperance, 
which impair the health, debilitate the mind, and 
lead to a perversion of the moral feelings, ending in 
the commission of crime and the development of 
insanity. This view is fully sustained by the autho- 
rity of Mr. Justice Wightman, who, in his evidence 
before the House of Lords, stated, " According to 
my experience, at least three-fourths of the criminal 
charges that are brought to trial at the assizes 
originate in habits of intemperance, and spending 
all leisure time in public-houses, the parties usually 
being totally ignorant, unable to read or write, and, 
as it would seem, incapable of appreciating any other 
mode of enjoyment or occupying their leisure."* 

The fact of crime predominating more in some 
counties than in others — even in proportion to the 
population — being proved, it becomes interesting to 
ascertain the number of Criminal Lunatics which 
each County returns. 

* Minutes of Evidence on the Execution of the Criminal Law. 
House of Lords, 1847, p. 11. 
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TABLE SHEWING THE NUMBER op CRIMINAL LUNATICS which back 






1838. . 
1839. . 
1840.. 
1841.. 
1842.. 
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COUNTY BESPEcmrxLT betubned DmtiNa the Thbee QriNarBNiriAL Febiodb. 





Cbbstbs. 


CoSIfWALL. 


CUMBBKLAND. 


D&KBT. 


DXVON. 






1.1 




^ 6 

U 

SI 


9> ^ 

§ 1 
1 1 


1 § 


i 1 


1 i 


a ^ 

i s 

rl 

£ 1 


Acquitted 

as 

being Insane. 




1 
1 

1 


1 
1 


•• 




• • 
1 




1 


1 


•• 


2 

1 
1 
1 




3 


2 


•• 




1 




1 


1 


•• 


6 




1 




•• 




.. 




.. 


.. 


1 


1 




1 
2 




1 


1 


1 




•• 


1 


** 


1 

• • 
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1 


1 


1 




•• 


1 


1 
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2 


1 


•• 


1 


•» 




1 


1 


• • 


3 

1 




1 


•• 


•• 


•• 


•• 




., 


•• 


•• 


*• 




1 


2 


1 


• 


1 




.. 






,. 




4 


6 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


•• 


4 




11 


5 


2 


2 


3 


1 


2 


8 


1 


11 
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TABLE BHEWIK& THE NUMBER 



I 



crP4 



1839. . 
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1841. . 

- 1812. , 



Total 
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I 
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Total 
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i I 
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*i I 
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i 
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HXSBFORD. 


Hbktpoks. 


Huntingdon. 


Kent. 


Lancaster. 




1 ^ 


H 




1 i 

•3 3^2 


i4 


iJ 


li 


Acquitted 

as 

being Insane. 


{4 
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1 
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1 


1 
1 


2 
2 
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•• 




•• 


1 






1 


•• 
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1 
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1 
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1 


2 


11 
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1 


.. 
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1 


1 


1 


2 
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2 


2 
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2 
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1 
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2 


1 


2 
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1 


1 


' ; •• 




7 


4 


8 
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.. 
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X 


1 


.. 






1 


.. 


1 


1 




.. 


.. 
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•• 


•• 

1 


1 
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2 
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2 
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.• 
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•• 


1 


1 


2 


" 
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4 


7 
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1 


2 


8 


5 


" 
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10 


26 


23 
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1838. 
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1840. 
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i e 
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3*(£ 
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18M.. 
1845.. 
1846.. 
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5 L 



1848.. 
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Dial Periods J 



•3 35 
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Lincoln. 



5 c a 



•3SJ5 

^1 
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-< -s 
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3 


2 


4 


.. 




1 


.. 


6 


1 


3 


8 
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Norfolk. 



§ I 

I I 



•I 35 



Northampton. 



§ I 

I I 



I § 
•gs»s 
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^1 
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I 1 



1 . 



(amiinued.) 



86 



TABULAR VIEWS. 



TABLE 8HBWI170 THE KX7MBEB oi 







Rdtlano. 
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aa 
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&& 
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2 




Total 


• • 


2 


2 






•• 


2 


1 ^ 


ll843.. 
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OBIMINAL LUNATICS— confime^rf. 





MONTGOMKRY. 


Pembroke. 


Radnor. 


TOTAL. 




fa -S 
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The AVERAGE NUMBER of CRIMINAL LUNATICS being 8.25 for 
each County, the following are the Counties which, during this period, 
returned the Number of such Offenders, above and below the Ayerage : — 





ABOVE THE 


. AVERAGE. 


Chestkr, 




Middlesex, 


Devon, 




Norfolk, 


£SSEX, 




Salop, 


Glouobstbr, 


including 1 


Southampton, 


Bristol, 


/ 


Surrey, 


Kent, 




Sussex, 


Lancaster, 




Warwick, 


Lincoln, 




York. 




BELOW THJ 


E AVERAGE. 


Bedford, 




Nottingham, 


Bucks, 




Oxford, 


Cambridge, 




Rutland, 


Cornwall, 




Somerset, 


Cumberland, 




Stafford, 


Derby, 




Suffolk, 


Dorset, 




Westmoreland, 


Durham, 




Wilts, 


Hereford, 






Huntingdon, 






Leicester, 




Brecon, 


Monmouth, 




Cardigan, 


Norfolk. 




Carmarthen, 


Northampton 


» 


Flint, 


Northumberland, 


Glamorganshire 



We have next to consider the nature of the 
crimes committed by insane offenders, by which we 
may form some estimate of the different characters 
which we meet with among this mifortunate class 
of persons. The disposition and propensities of the 
insane are as clearly indicated by their overt acts as 
are those of sane persons; and if the principle 
which I have suggested be admitted, that our ar- 
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rangements for the future classification of criminal 
lunatics should be determined by the nature of the 
crimes they have committed, it becomes a matter of 
Importance to obtain information on this point. 

In one of the old English dramas, written by 
Dekkar in the 16th century, we find a remarkably 
graphic description of Bethlehem, in which some of 
the more prominent features of insanity are ad- 
mirably pourtrayed : among others, the following 
description of the different characters which we 
meet with in lunatic asylums deserves, from its 
truthfulness, to be preserved : — 

** Castruchio, — ^Pray, may we see some of those wretched souls 
That here are in your keeping ? 

" JE^riar Anselmo (in charge of Bethlem?) — ^Tes, you shall : 
But, gentlemen, I must disarm you then. 
There are of madmen as there are of tame — 
All humour' d not alike. We have here some. 
So apish and fantastic, play with a feather : 
And tho' 'twould grieve a soul to see God's image 
So blemished and defaced, yet do they act 
Such antick and such pretty lunacies, 
That spite of sorrow they will make you smile. 
Others again, we have, like hungry lions, 
Fierce as wild bulls, untameable as flies : 
And these have oftentimes from stranger's sides 
Snatch' d rapiers suddenly, and done much harm ; 
"Whom, if you'll see, you must be weaponless.*" 

The gentlemen then disarm themselves of the 

* Old Plays. The Honest Whore, Act i., sc. 12. Collection 
by Eeed and Gilchrist, London, 1825. Vol. iii., p. 310. 
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rapiers which it was then the fashion to wear, and 
enter. This picture is perfectly true to nature. 
The principle of classification which I advocate 
for Criminal Lunatics is recognized in ihe convic- 
tion of criminals who are not insane; diflferent 
degrees of punishment are awarded to different 
degrees of crime, and every effort is made in 
our prisons to separate and classify criminals, so 
that those who are the least shall not be associated 
with those who are the most corrupt ; the reforma- 
tory tendency and spirit of our penal code is, indeed, 
one of the most gratifying characteristics of the 
enlightenment of the present age. But while every- 
thing has been done which Christian charity can 
suggest for the sane criminal — who, in prison, is 
provided with all the necessaries of life — and, if 
young, has even the advantages of education, 
nothing has been done for the unfortunate in- 
sane criminal. It is one of the recognised axioms 
of English justice that a man shall be accounted 
innocent of any offence he may be accused of until 
he be found guilty ; not so, however, with the poor 
criminal lunatic — if he be found insane on arraign- 
ment, the humanity of the law protects him from 
being tried, but at the same time virtually pro- 
nounces him guilty ; inasmuch as he is doomed to 
be confined for an unlimited period, in the same 
asylum with men who have been convicted of 
the most odious and revolting offences. Surely 
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humanity suggests that a distinction should be 
drawn between the non-convicted and the convicted 
criminal lunatic. The accused being insane, it may 
be an act of mercy not to insist upon his trial taking 
place, seeing how incapable he may be of producing 
evidence in self-defence : but it is by no means an act 
of mercy to find him insane upon arraignment, and 
then condemn him to be incarcerated, for an unlim- 
ited time, with convicted felons. The nature of the 
offence weighs in the sentence of the sane criminal, 
but not in that of the insane criminal, which is 
prima facte unjust. 

We shall find on examining the Criminal Tables, 
from which the above returns are compiled, that the 
number of Criminal Lunatics arraigned for murder 
is not so great as the number arraigned for petty 
larceny. It may, however, be here proper to explain 
that Criminals are divided, in oflficial documents, into 
six classes, viz. : — 

Class I. — Offences against the person: — murder, attempts to 
murder, shooting and stabbing, manslaughter, rape, &c. 

Class II. — Offences against property, committed with violence : — 
sacrilege, burglary, highway robbery, «fcc. 

Class III. — Offences against property, committed without vio- 
lence: — cattle stealing, horse stealing, larceny, &c. 

Class IV. — Malicious offences against property : — setting fire to 
dwelling houses, killing and maiming cattle, &c. 

Class V. — Forgery, and offences against the currency: — counter- 
^ feiting coin, uttering forged instruments, &c. 

Class VI. — Offences not included in the above classes: — ^high 
treason, sedition, perjury, &c. 

In this order of classification I subjoin the follow- 
ing Tables. 
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KATUBE or OFFENCES COMMITTED. 



TABLES BHEWDfG THE NATITBB OP THE OtFBKCES COMMITTBD BT 

Cbiminal Lunatics in the diffebent Cottnties of England and 
Wales fbom 1838 to 1852. 

CLASS I Offences against the Person — Mttbdeb. 



C OUNTY. 



i If 1 



COUNTY. 



Year. 



I ^ 

■gofc 



I i 



Bedfobd .. . . 

Bebks 

Bucks 

Cahbbidqe .. 

Gttmbebland 

Debet 

Dbton 

Dobset 

DUBHAM . . . 



GlOtrCESTEB, 1 

inclading I 
Bbistol. J 

Hebefobd.. .. 



Huntingdon . . 



1841 

1841 

1852 

1848 
1850 
1852 

1839 
1847 

1847 
1849 

1838 
1840 

1846 
1848 

1838 
1843 
1845 

1843 
1848 
1849 
1850 
1851 



1840 



1843 
1849 

1849 



Kent 



Lancabteb . 



Lincoln . 



Middlesex, 

including 

London. 



NOBFOLK 



Northampton 



NOBTHUMBEB- 
LAND 

Nottingham . 



1844 
1845 
1848 
1849 
1851 

1838 
1841 
1842 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1849 
1850 
1851 

1842 
1843 
1851 

1838 
1842 
1843 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1849 
1850 
1852 

1838 
1844 

1838 
1846 
1848 

1850 
1852 

1850 
1852 
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NATUBE OF OFFENCES COMMITTED. 

CLASS I. Offences against the Person — Mttbdeb — continued. 
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COUNTY. 



OXFOED 

Salop 

somebset . . . . 
soxtthampton 
Stapfoed . . . . 



SUFPOLZ . 
SUEBET . 



Sussex 



Year. 



1849 

1852 

1852 

1849 

1846 
1847 
1849 

1851 
1852 

1847 
1849 
1852 

1842 



§ I 



< .S 



COUNTY. 



Waewick . . 

Westmobeland 

woecesteb 

YOEZ 



Beecon 

Cabmabthbn 

GLAMOEaAN . 

Pembboee . . 



Year. 



1843 

1845 

1850 

1838 
1840 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1849 

1850 

1847 

1839 

1850 



i i 

5§& 



Total for Murder, 108 ; found insane on arraignment, 88 ; acquitted on the 
plea of insanity, 75. 



Attempts to Mttbdeb, attended or unattended with Bodily Injuries. 



COUNTY. 



I 



Year. 






COUNTY. 



Year. 



S S 

I I 



135 



Bebxs 


1838 




Cttmbeblaitd . 


1852 




Hebtpobd 


1840 
1842 
1846 




Kent 


1851 




Lanoasteb . . . 


1841 




• • 


1844 




Lincoln 


1843 




Middlesex .. 


1839 
1840 
1842 
1843 
1844 
1847 
1849 





NOBPOLK 

Sottthampton 
Stjeeet 



StrssEX ... 
Wabwick . 

TOBZ 



Flint. 



1839 

1847 

1841 
1844 
1846 
1848 
1852 

1842 

1844 

1838 
! 1850 
I 
' 1844 



Attempts to Murder, 82 ; of whom 15 were found Insane on Arraignment, 
and 17 Acquitted on the plea of Insanity. 

H 
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NATURE or OPFENCBS COMMITTED. 



CLASS I. — OffenceB against the Person — continued^ 

Shooting at, STABBnra, WouNDiNa, &o., with intent to Maim and 

Disfigure. 



COUNTY. 


Year. 


TT 

p2 "5 


1 i 

^1 


COUNTY. 


Year. 

! 


H 


^ 1 


Cornwall. . . . 


1844 
1846 




1 


SUPFOLK 

Sfeeet 


1851 
1845 


1 


1 


Gloitobsteb . . 


1844 




1 


•• 


1847 




1 


Lancaster . . . 


1841 






Warwick .... 


1845 






•• 


1843 




2 


•• 


1847 


•• 


i 


Leiobstee ... 


1852 




.. 


Wilts 


1846 




.. 


Lincoln 


1847 




•• 


York 


1844 
1847 


•• 


1 

1 


Middlesex .. 


1838 
1844 
1847 
1849 


.. 


• • 




1850 




1 


•• 


1850 






Brecon 


1848 


• • 


1 


NOBPOLK 


1838 


•• 


1 


Denbigh '. . . . 


1843 


1 




Nottingham, . 


1847 
1848 


1 


1 











For Shooting and Stabbing, 27 ; of whom 13 were found Insane on Arraign- 
ment, and 14 Acquitted on thie plea of Insanity. 

Manslaughter. 



COUNTY. 



Ebsbx 

Kent 

Lancaster . . 



Year. 



1850 

1843 

1841 
1843 



i I 



1 s 



COUNTY. 


Year. 


Southampton . 


1843 


Sussex 


1845 


Warwick — 


1841 


York 


1840 
1850 



s 3 

•T3® g> 



I § 

g* bD 



For Manslaughter, 10 ; of whom 5 were found Insane upon Arraignment, 
and 5 Acquitted on the plea of Insanity. 



NATURE OF OTFBNCES COMMITTED. 09 

CLASS I. — Offences against the Person — continued. 
Attempts to Pbocttbe the MiscABBiAas of Women. 



COUNTY. 


Year, 


1 8 


li 


COUNTY. 


Year. 


Found Insane 

on 
Arraignment. 


IJ 

^1 




•• 




.. 


•• 


•• 


•• 


•• 



CONCEALINa BiBTHS of INFANTS. 



COUNTY. 


Year. 


Found Insane 
on 


Acquitted 

as 

being Insane. 


COUNTY. 


Year. 


1 '^ 


li 


Chester 


1843 


1 




MONTOOMEBY . 


1839 


I 





Sodomy. 



i 

COUNTY. 


Year. 




H 


COUNTY. 


Year. 


Found Insane 

on 
Arraignment. 

Acquitted 

as 

being Insane. 


Lanoasteb . . 

Lincoln 

Middlesex .. 
Norfolk 


1851 
1850 
1852 
1845 


1 
1 


1 
1 


NOBTHAMPTON 

Salop 

Wabwick .... 


1841 
1844 
1844 


1 


1 
1 



Rub and CabnaIiLT ABVsnra O-ibxs under the age of Ten Tean. 



COUNTY. 



;§a 



I i 
II 



COUNTY. 



OZFOBD. 



Year. 



1851 






H 2 
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NATURE OF OFPENOES COMMITTED. 



CLASS I. — Offences against the Person — continued. 

ASSAXTLTS. 



COUNTY. 



< -S 



COUNTY. 



i I 

h < 



1 s 

isl 
I I 



Chesteb 

Kent 

Lancasteb . . . 
Middlesex .. 



1841 

1850 

1845 

1838 
1839 
1841 
1848 



OXPOED . . 

Staefoed 

Sussex .. 



WOECESTEB 



1845 

1852 

1846 
1847 

1848 
1849 



Total, for Assaults, 14 ; of whom 4 were found Insane on Arraignment, and 
10 Acquitted on the Plea of Insanity. 



Assaults with Intent to Eayish and Caenallt Abuse. 




COUNTY. 


Year. 


f §1 
^ 1 


H 


COUNTY. 


Year. 


§ i 


Acquitted 

as 

being Insane. 


Flint 

Meeioneth . . 


1852 

1840 
1842 


1 

1 
1 


•• 


Oxpoed 


1842 




1 



CLASS IL — Offences against Property committed without violence. 
Cattle Stealing. 



COUNTY. 


Year. 


§ '^ 


H 


county. 


Year. 


i t 


I'l 


Gloucesteb . . 


1842 


•• 


1 


Staitoed .... 


1845 


•• 


1 



NATURE OF OFFENCES COMMITTED. 
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CLASS II. — Offences againBt Vro^rty ^cotUitmed, 
HossE Stealdtg. 



COUNTY. 



Year. 



3 1 



t'i 



COUNTY. 



Year. 



II 



I' 

< 



Essex 

Glovoestbb . . 

Kent 

La:ncasteb. . . . 
Lincoln 

monmottth . . . 
nobthahfton 



1850 

1838 
1841 

1849 

1844 

1840 
1844 

1840 

1851 



OXEOBD 

Salop , 

SoifEBSET . . 

Sussex .... 
wobcestbb . 

BENBiaH .. . < 
Q^LAMOBOAN 



1845 

1841 
1845 
1840 
1840 

1843 
1842 



Labcxnt. 



COUNTY. 



Year. 



§ 1 



I si 



COUNTY. 



Year. 



I f 



Bedfoed . . . , 

Bebes 

Bucks 

Chesteb . . . . 

cobnwall. . . 
cumbebland 
Dbbbt 



1843 
1844 
1847 

1845 

1848 
1852 

1839 
1840 
1846 
1848 
1852 

1852 

1850 

1840 
1849 



Deton . . . . , 

DOBSET 

DUBHAM .... 

Gloxioesteb . 
Hebefobd.. . 



1841 
1843 
1845 
1848 
1849 

1846 
1848 

1838 
1845 

1838 
1844 
1847 
1850 

1838 



{cofUinued), 
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NATURE OF OFFENCES COMMITTED. 



CLASS II.— Offences against Pi-operty.— Laboent— cojih'iifwrf. 




COUNTY. 


Year. 


£ < 


|J 


COUNTY. 


Year. 




Acquitted 

as 

being Inxane. 


Kent 


1838 


.. 




Salop continued. 


1842 


.. 


2 


. , 


1840 






, , 


1847 




, , 


, , 


1841 








1851 


, , 




•• 


1843 
1844 




•• 


Somerset 


1844 
1848 




•• 


.. 


1847 








1852 






Lakcasteb ... 


1838 




.. 


Southampton 


1842 






•• 


1840 
1841 
1842 








1843 
1844 
1845 




.• 


• • 


1844 








1847 






•• 


1845 
1846 






• • 


1848 




.. 




1847 




.[ 


Staffoed 


1845 




.. 




1818 


1 




Suffolk 


1844 


.. 






1850 
1851 






SUEBET 


1839 
1840 






Leicesteb 


1845 








1850 








1851 
1852 






Webtmobeland 


1851 






Lincoln 


1839 
1845 


•• 




Waewick 


1838 
1841 
1844 






Middlesex ... 


1838 








1846 






• • 


1839 
1841 
1843 


• • 


•• 


•• 


1850 
1851 
1852 






•• 


1844 
1846 




•• 


Wilts :. 


1838 


, , 




•• 


1847 
1848 


•• 






1849 
1852 




• • 




1850 




, , 


Wobcesteb .. 


1841 






MOHMOXTTH . . . 


1842 
1847 






, , 


1847 
1851 


•• 




NOEFOLK 


1840 
1847 






YOBK 


1839 
1841 
1843 




•• 


NOBl!FAMFrOS 


1839 
1846 




:: 




1844 
1845 






NoaTHTJMBEE- 


1842 








1847 


, ^ 




LAin> 


1852 








1849 






NorrnraHAif . 


1847 








1852 


1 


•• 


• • 


1850 
1852 






Denbigh 


1848 
1852 






Salop 


1841 


1 




Glamoboan . . 


1842. 




.. 



Total for Larceny, 156 ; of whom 87 were found Insane upon Arraignment, 
and 69 Acquitted on the plea of Insanity. 



NATURE OF OFFENCES COMMITTED. 
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CLASS II.— Offences againBt Property — conHnued. 

SACBILEGhB. 



COUNTY. 


Year. 


§ ^ 

hi 
II 


1 i 

-|3J3 


COUNTY. 


Year. 


H 




COENWALL 


1848 




I 


•• 


•• 


• • 





BUBaLABY. 



COUNTY. 


Year. 


^ 

p2 < 


1 i 


COUNTY. 


Year. 


Found Insane 

on 
Arraignment. 


Acquitted 

as 

being Insane. 


Kent 1849 

DoESET ; 1839 

Glottcesteb . . 1839 

Hebtfobp 1847 

1849 


1 
1 
1 

1 


1 


Middlesex .. 

OXFOBD 

Bbecon 


1838 
1839 
1851 

1843 

1846 


I 

1 


1 

1 



CLASS III. — Malioious Offences against Property. 

SETTINGh FiBE tO HoUSES, WABEBOUSES, and COBNSTAOES. 



COUNTY. 


Year. 


Found Insane 

on 
Arraignment. 


Acquitted 

as 

being Insane. 


COUNTY. 


Year. 




S* to 

^ 1 


Chesteb 

Devon 

Essex 

Lanoasteb . . 

Leioesteb.. .. 


1842 
1846 
1852 

1838 

1846 

1844 
1846 

1842 


1 
1 

.. 
1 


"l 

1 

1 
1 

I 


Nottingham. . 

Sfeeey 

Wilts 

YOEK 

Glamoegan .. 


1846 
1844 
1846 
1850 

1848 


1 

I 


1 
1 
1 



Total — For Setting Fire to Houses, 13 ; of whom 5 were found Insane on 
Arraignment, and 8 Acquitted on the Plea of Insanity. 
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During this period one person was found guilty 
of high treason in Middlesex, and acquitted on the 
plea of insanity ; and one was found insane upon 
arraignment, in Hertford, who had been committed 
for riot and sedition. We observe by the preced- 
ing tables that the greatest number of Criminal 
Lunatics, during a period of fifteen years, belonged 
to the Second Class of Ofltenders — those charged 
with committing offences against property, without 
violence; — 1 56 having been accused of larceny, of 
whom 87 were found insane upon arraignment, and 
69 acquitted upon the plea of insanity. It has been 
generally assumed that the majority of Criminal 
Lunatics commit the higher offences included in the 
First Class — those against the person; — murder, 
attempts to murder, manslaughter, &c. ; but this ap- 
pears to be an error. Of the above, 108 were accused 
of murder, of whom 33 were found insane upon 
arraignment, and 75 acquitted upon the plea of 
insanity ; 32 were indicted for attempts to murder, 
of whom 1 5 were found insane upon arraignment, 
and 17 acquitted on the plea of insanity, fur- 
thermore, 27 were indicted for stabbing and wound- 
ing with intent to maim and disfigure, of whom 13 
were found insane on arraignment, and 14 acquitte'd 
as being insane. Lastly, 10 were committed for 
manslaughter, of whom 5 were found insane upon 
arraignment, and 5 acquitted upon the plea of in- 
sanity. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE DISTEIBUTION OF CEIMINAL LUNATICS. 

In the early part of the present century the ex- 
pediency of making some special provision for the 
Criminal Lunatics of the country was brought under 
the notice of the House of Commons. Pew County 
Lunatic Asylums had then been erected, and the 
private establishments which were open for the 
reception of insane persons were for the most part 
badly organised, and not under any efficient supervi- 
sion. It was, therefore, foimd necessary, for the safety 
of themselves and the protection of the public, to 
send not only criminal, but frequently non-criminal 
lunatics, when troublesome, to Gaols and Houses of 
Correction. The results of this practice may easily 
be imagined. The interior of prisons at this period 
presented the miserable spectacle of abandoned men 
herding together, and exulting in their mutual 
career of infamy — gambling, swearing, drinking, 
singing obscene songs, robbing one another of food, 
clothes, and halfpence, — holding mock trials in 
ridicule of the tribunals of justice which had con- 
demned them, were among the ordinary sports and 
pastimes which beguiled the tedium of gaol life, 
and obscured the consciousness of the confinement 
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itself being any punishment.* The younger and 
less hardened offenders soon became more deeply 
contaminated by their communication with the 
higher class of felons ; and the scenes of riot and 
revelry which constantly occurred, and which have 
been so truly and vividly described by some of our 
best novelists, who may be justly esteemed the 
social historians of their age. seem to have worn 
the aspect of a perpetual carnival of wickedness, 
carried on triumphantly within the precincts of the 
prison. Such was the general laxity of discipline 
which prevailed in our metropolitan and provincial 

* The Parliamentary Eeports brought from the Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Lords, so late as July 1835, prove that 
these and far worse iniquities were committed by prisoners at this 
period in G-aok and Houses of Correction. — ** Some boasting of 
their former robberies, some cursing and swearing, some telling 
obscene stories, and singing vile songs." . . . " Gambling car- 
ried on all day long, card playing, pitch and toss, and chuck 
farthing." . . . " Prisoners robbing one another continually of 
bread and meat." . . . " Beer sold by the wardsmen to the pri- 
soners, and during the night, pails-full being in their cells." **It 
was a conunon thing to fill two or three buckets and carry them 
up into the ward to be drunk at night." " Did the wardsmen go 
shares ?" " Of course ! " [p. 318.] Holding " mock trials," and 
*' odious and nameless offences," also were committed. " Do not ^ 
you believe that many prisoners leave the prisons of this country 
much worse than when they were committed ? " was one of the 
questions put to Lieut. Sibley, Governor of the Brixton House of 
Correction : to which the reply was, — " Assuredly ! A prison is 
destructive to every casual offender." Eeport, 1835. P. 139. 
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gaols ! Yet these were the only receptacles open for 
the safe custody of persons who, having been found 
insane on arraignment, or acquitted on the plea of 
insanity, were ordered to be detained during His 
Majesty's pleasure. Admitted into this pandemo- 
nium, the poor criminal lunatics became objects 
of sport to their unfeeling feUow-prisoners, by 
whom they were taunted, ridiculed, and tormented, 
until becoming irritated and goaded to desperation, 
they often committed the most shocking outrages. 

These evils cried loudly for redress ! Accord- 
ingly on the 23rd June, 1807, Mr. Wynne moved in 
the House of Commons, that " a Select Committee 
be appelated to inquire into the state of Criminal 
and Pauper Lunatics in England and Wales." In 
so doing he stated, that " the consequence of the 
attempt made by Hadfleld on the life of His Ma- 
jesty, had been an Act of Parliament empoweriag 
the judges, in cases of acquittal on the ground of 
insanity, to order the person so acquitted to be 
detained until His Majesty's pleasure respecting 
them should be known. Under this Act several 
unfortunate persons were then lying in gaols, of all 
places the most improper for their abode." He 
then referred to the case of " a man, who having 
been tried for murder and acquitted on the ground 
of insanity, had been imprisoned in the county 
gaol, where all possible care was taken of him that 
could be expected frojn persons ignorant of the 
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mode of treatment peculiarly requisite for insane 
p^sons ; nevertheless, in an apparently lucid inter- 
val, he evaded the observation of the Governor, and 
committed another murder on a felon in the same 
prison/'* The Select Committee was duly ap- 
pointed, and their Report printed on the 15th of 
the following July.t 

This Report is in many respects curious, inas- 
much as, the Committee and some of the wit- 
nesses examined, appear to have anticipated many 
of the suggestions which are now under discus- 
sion. The only law relating to Criminal Lunatics, 
as distinguished from other insane persons, then 
in operation, was the Act passed after the trial 
of Hadfield, which was thus far defective, that 
although it empowered His Majesty to give or- 
ders for the safe custody of criminals found to be 
insane, no provision was made for defraying the 
charge of their maintenance and care, except 
where they had sufficient property of their own, 
the result of which was, that it was found impos- 
sible in most instances to remove them from the 
county gaol. Hence, in the course of six years, 

• Hansard's Parliamentary Debates, Vol. VIII., 1807-8, p. 514. 

t Eeport from the Select Committee appointed to inquire into 
the State of the Criminal and Pauper Lunatics of England and 
Wales, and of the Laws relating thereto, and who were empowered 
to report their Observations and Opinions from time to time to 
the House. Ordered to bo printed, July 15, 1807. 
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between the passing of this Act and the appoint- 
ment of the Committee, thirty-seven persons had 
been detamed mider the provisions of this statute, 
and were then incarcerated in different gaols, where, 
if paupers, they were of necessity maintained at the 
county expense. " This number," says the Report, 
"will, of course, annually increase, and if the 
parishes, upon whom the burden of the mainte- 
nance of a lunatic must otherwise fall, shall, in 
consequence of his committing an offence, be enabled 
to throw that expense during the remainder of his 
life upon the country at large, they will profit by 
the omission of that care and precaution which it 
was their duty to have taken for his safe keeping.'* 
The Report then refers to the manifold evils arising 
from the system of confining Criminal Lunatics in 
common gaols, and recommends that a separate 
building be erected for their special reception — 
" It appears to be highly desirable that a building 
should be erected for the separate confinement of 
all persons detained under the above-mentioned 
Act, for offences committed during a state of 
insanity, and that provisions should be enacted 
similar to those of the I7th Geo. II., c. 5, s. 20, 
directing the magistrates of the county where the 
trial has been had, in all cases where it shall not 
appear to them that the lunatic has sufficient pro- 
perty to defray the expenses of his own maintenance, 
to inquire into the place of his last legal settlement, 
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and to make an order upon such parish ; or, if that 
cannot be ascertained, upon the county where he 
has been tried, to allow such weekly sum for his 
maintenance as shall from time to time be fixed by 
the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
or such persons as his Majesty shall appoint to 
superintend such places of confinement." The 
Committee then suggests that "as one estabh'sh- 
ment of this nature wUl be sufficient for the whole 
kingdom, it may be expedient that it should be in 
or near the Metropolis, and that power should be 
given to the Secretary of State to make such regu- 
lations as may not only provide for the due care and 
management of the persons therein confined, but 
may also secure a full examination, by competent 
judges, into the state of mind of any person who 
may appear to be cured, previous to his being 
allowed to be discharged.'* 

One of the witnesses examined by the Committee 
was Sir George Onesiphorous Paul, Bart., a magis- 
trate belonging to the County of Gloucester, who 
stated, that he had for twenty-five years made 
observations upon the state of gaols, and was fiilly 
satisfied that, however well regulated, prisons were 
improper places for the custody of Criminal Luna- 
tics, "because they must of necessity either be 
kept in society with other persons disposed to tor- 
ment them and aggravate their misfortunes, or 
shut up in total solitude in a situation completely 
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inconsistent with any regard to their cure/' In 
addition to the evidence given before the Committee 
by Sir George Paul, the Report contains the printed 
Copy of a " Letter of Suggestions on the subject of 
Criminal and Pauper Lunatics," which he addressed 
to Earl Spencer, the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department. Many of the observations con- 
tained in this Letter are peculiarly pertinent on the 
present occasion, and are evidently the result of 
mature consideration. Sir George complains that 
when the plea of insanity has been successfully 
sustained, the unfortunate Criminal Lunatic may 
be placed in a worse position than if — having been 
found guilty — he had been condemned to undergo 
the sentence which the Court would have pro- 
nounced against him if he had not been acquitted 
under plea of his insanity. He adduces the two 
following examples : — Charles Roberts having been 
tried on a charge of capital felony (perjury) was 
acquitted, and ordered to be kept in strict custody 
until His Majesty's pleasure should be made known. 
James Need, tried for an assault, was, in like man- 
ner, acquitted on the plea of insanity, and remanded 
for safe custody to gaol until His Majesty's pleasure 
respecting him should be signified. In the one 
case, Charles Roberts had been kept in gaol six 
years at the expense of the county; in the 
other, James Need had remained incarcerated three 
years : and in neither case had His Majesty's plea- 
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sure been signified, nor any further notice taken 
of them. ^ 

^* It seems (says Sir George) by the wording of 
this Act, that it was not intended that the direction 
of the Legislature should rest here ; but rather that 
the remanding to strict custody was a temporary 
expedient of an incomplete law, necessarily passed 
in the hurry of the momentous occasion which pro- 
duced it, to be completed on a more deliberate 
consideration." He then proceeds to argue that 
"punishment, though merited, should have some 
fixed limits. In the case of Roberts, six years* 
imprisonment was four more than would probably 
have followed conviction on the very perjury by 
which he was acquitted, and three more than, 
according to the practice of the judges, would have 
followed a conviction of his felony." So, also, as 
regards the prisoner Need : — " This man will not 
easily find sureties. Is he, therefore, to remain in 
prison whilst he who has friends shall be discharged ? 
At common law, idiots and lunatics are not punish- 
able by any criminal prosecution whatsoever ; but 
Need, in consequence of his re-commitment to pri- 
son, has been kept three years in the same ward, 
and in precisely the same state in which he would 
have been kept, probably for one year only, in execu- 
tion of his sentence on his conviction, had no special 
finding taken place. It seems a great stretch of 
legislative authority to empower a court of justice. 
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on the acquittal of a man, who, in a fit of insanity 
may have committed an assault, to imprison him in 
a common gaol for a time not limited ; or, indeed, 
without a decision on his case as a lunatic, by the 
ordinary legal mode of inquiry, to submit him to 
any kind of constraint for life, deprived of the bene- 
fit of the Act of the 14th Geo. III., intended for the 
protection of persons in his unhappy situation, and 
to prevent their being longer deprived of liberty 
than they are divested of their reasoning faculties ; 
and if it be said that this Act is not intended to 
mean confinement for life, then we come to the 
point of our inquiry — When, and in what manner is 
it to be terminated ? " 

Having, in his evidence, borne the most positive 
testimony to the evils and inconveniences of Criminal 
Lunatics being associated with the ordinary run of 
prisoners confined in public gaols. Sir George Paul 
suggests, that instead of a central asylum being 
erected, wards for their reception might be annexed 
to existing institutions. " If proper places," he ob- 
serves, ** are to be provided, and institutions estab- 
lished for their reception, and not for the infliction of 
criminal punishment, we are to consider — shall these 
places be dependent on other institutions, (say gaols 
or hospitals,) or shall they be sole or independent ? 
Por what extent or division of the county shall they 
be provided? Prom what fund shall the cost be 
paid — national, provincial, or parochial? I think 
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that wards for this purpose should be parts of exist- 
ing and independent institutions, their primary con- 
struction should be at the expense of the Crown, 
and their expenses defrayed afterwards by the 
parish.'* Here I find Sir George Paul anticipated a 
suggestion which I had intended to make before 
meetiag with his letter, and to which I shall pre- 
sently return. 

The Report of this Select Committee having been 
returned in 1807, the ensuing Session (20th June, 
1808,) the House of Commons presented an address 
to His Majesty, praying that he would be pleased 
to give directions that a separate prison might be 
erected for the confinement of persons detained by 
virtue of the Act 39 & 40 Geo. III., entitled, " An 
Act for the custody of Insane Persons charged with 
Oflfences," and assuring him that the House would 
provide the requisite funds. In pursuance of this 
Address, an application was made to the Governors 
of Bethelem Hospital, the re-building of which was 
then under their considera.tion, to ascertain whether 
they were willing to set apart for that purpose a 
portion of the land for which they were in treaty in 
St. George*s Pields. The propositions laid before 
the Governors of the Hospital, by Lord Sidmouth, 
the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
were as follows : — 

Ist. " That a separate prison, suflScient for the reception of 60 
Criminal Lunatics be erected by the Governors of Beth- 
lehem. 
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2nd. " That this Grovemment shall defray the expenses which 
will be incurred by the erection of such additional 
building. 

, 3rd. " That Government shall be at the annual cLorge of main- 
taining such Criminal Lunatics. 

4th. **That the control and management of the Lunatics shall 
be exercised under the superintendence of the Governors 
of the Hospital, and that such Lunatics shall be duly 
attended by the medical and other officers belonging to 
the establishment. 

Lastly. " That the yearly allowance of £200 should be distri- 
buted to the said officers of the establishment for their 
additional trouble."* 

The Gtovernors of Bethlehem Hospital having 
advised with the Law Officers of the Crown, who 
informed them that their compliance would not 
render them liable (under the Act 48th Geo. III., 
c. 96,) to the visitation of the County Magistrates, 
assented to the Government proposals, and two 
criminal wings were in consequence annexed to the 

* House of Commons Miscellaneous Papers, Session 1 Feb., 
1816, Vol. XVII. Copies of Correspondence between Mr. 
Beckett and Mr. Lushington, dated 24th April, 1816. 

It is remarkable that the arrangements for carrying into effect 
the address of the House of Commons on the 20th June, 1808, 
were not concluded until eight years afterwards. In the " Mis- 
cellaneous Services" for 1814, we find " an estimate of the sum 
which will be wanted for the erection of a building for the recep- 
tion of Criminal Lunatics, nineteen thousand eight hundred 
pounds, clear of fees and all other deductions." Parliamentary 
Estimate of Accounts, Vol. XI., 1814. 
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mam building of the hospital — one for the reception 
of Male Criminal Lunatics ; the other for the recep- 
tion of Female Criminal Lunatics. 

The statistics of insanity had not at this period 
been investigated; no attempt had been made to 
ascertain the extent to which the disease prevailed 
in the country, and the circumstance of its being an 
increasing malady did not enter into the calcula- 
tions of the Government, otherwise the proposition 
would not have been limited to the erection of a 
buildirig for only sixty Criminal Lunatics, particu- 
larly if, as suggested by the Committee, one esta- 
blishment of this description were to be deemed 
sufficient for the whole kingdom. It has been a 
grave error in the foundation of many philanthropic 
institutions, that they have been originally designed 
doubtless with a view to economy, upon too re- 
stricted a plan, due regard not having been had 
to the prospective demand likely to be made upon 
them ; the result of which has been, that the in- 
adequacy of the original design has subsequently 
entailed upon such establishments much inconve- 
nience and additional expenge, which might, if 
a more liberal policy had been adopted in the 
first instance, have been obviated.' Hence, a few 
years after the criminal wings of Bethlehem Hos- 
pital had been erected, the Government found 
it necessary to double the accommodation for this 
class of patients ; shortly after which, still further 



ADDITIONAL ACCOMMODATION BBQUIRED. 117 

provision was required.* Hence an arrangement 
was entered into between the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department and the Proprietor of Fisher- 
ton House, near Salisbury, for the erection of a 
detached ward, in connection with that Asylum, for 
the excess of patients at Bethlehem, The Commis- 
sioners in Lunacy state, in their Fourth Annual 
Report, that tliis "ward, having a separate yard, 
was expressly fitted up for the detention of lunatics 
whose conduct had brought them under the cogni- 
zance of the Criminal Courts ; it being proposed to 
place in this ward 24 male patients of that class whose 
offences have not been marked by circumstances of 
violence or atrocity." t Here I may remark, en 
passanti that this is the first allusion which I have 
found in any official document to any principle of 
classification being adopted in the distribution of 
our Criminal Lunatics. It is also worthy of ob-r 
servation, that although the accommodation stipu- 
lated for at Fisherton House in 1849, was for 24 
criminal male patients, there were, according to the 
Commissioners' Report, on the 1st January, 1852, as 
many as 60 patients of this class — 56 males and 4 
females, confined in that establishment. 

* Vide — Narrative of the Proceedings at the Laying of the 
First Stone of the New Buildings at Bethlehem Hospital, on 
Thursday, the 26th day of July. With Historical Notes, and 
Illustrations, and Official Documents. By P. Northall Laurie, Esq. 
1838. P. 21. 

t Fourth Eeport of the Commissioners in Lunacy, 1849. 
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An increase in the number of Criminal Lunatics 
may reasonably be expected from the circumstance 
that insanity generally has been considerably on the 
increase ; but we must bear in mind that the figures 
which represent the increase of lunatics at succes- 
sive epochs by no means indicate the existing num- 
ber of insane persons in confinement at any given 
period, because allowance must be made for dis- 
charges and deaths. The proportion of recoveries, 
relapses, and deaths, to the number of admissions, 
opens a further field for statistical inquiry, into 
which it is not at present necessary to enter, inas- 
much as the returns to which I am about to refer, 
shew the actual number of Criminal Lunatics in 
confinement at the periods specified. Thus, we 
find, by the annexed summary from the five last 
Annual B/Cports of the Commissioners in Lunacy, 
that the number and distribution of Criminal Lunar- 
tics from 1847 to 1852, were as follows : — 

Table showino the Number and General Distribution of Criminal 
Lunatics, from 1847 to 1852. 
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It is well known that crime predominates to a 
greater extent among males than among females. 
" Over the whole male population of the country/' 
(says Mr. Neison,) *^ the tendency to crime is nearly 
five times greater than in the female sex."* " In 
England and in Wales, upon an average, five males 
are committed to prison for one female ; and the 
proportion in London has been calculated to be 
about three males to one female. "t Upon this prin- 
ciple we can understand the reason for an excess 
being found on the male side in the returns of Cri- 
minal Lunacy, which is contrary to what is ob- 
served in the statistics of ordinary insanity. 

The Commissioners in Lunacy not having been 
required by the late Act of Parliament (8 & 9 Vict., 
c. 100.,) to visit Bethlehem, do not, in the Reports 
they have hitherto pubKshed, profess to give an 
official return of the number of Insane Criminals 
confined in this Hospital. Hence in the preceding 
Table, the number of Patients belonging to this 
class in Bethlehem does not appear for the years 
1849 and 1850; and a slight difference will be 
observed between the return of the Commissioners 
for 1852, and the number given in the Annual 
Report of Bethlehem for that year. With the view, 
therefore, of supplying every information upon this 
subject, I have compiled the following Table, which 

* statistical Journal, Vol. IX., p. 225. 
t Ibid., Vol. I., p. 326. 
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exhibits the nmnbers of admissions, discharges, 
removals, deaths, and the number remaining in 
Hospital, on the 3 1st of December, for the last five 
consecutive years. 



Table shewing 


THE Number op Criminal Lunatics Admitted, 


Discharged, 


Removed 


, OR 


Died in Bethlehem Hospital, from 1847 to 1852. 


AdmUted 


IMJ, 


lUS. 


liig. 


lastt. 


1S5U 


iSAa. 


i 


^ 


3 

^ 


1 

5 


1 


I 


S 1 


1 


1 

2 


F^ 


1 


1 


1 ' ^ 




1 


^ 
^ 


lu 


1 


13 


IQ 


I 


20 


so 


jt 


fie 


M, s 


2S 


13 


1 


14 


34 


4 


3& 


DiKbarged .... 


& 


i 


9 


10 


I 


]L 


*!■' 


4 


4 ., 


i 


a 


1 


i 


fi 


- 


it 


BdfflOf ed ...... 


'. 


- 


>■ 


.. 




- 


ao ., 


i6 


so 


£ 


Sj 


ra 




IS 


19 


J 


u 


Dkd 


6 




e 


7 




? 


5 


I 


3 





.- 


G 


^ 


^^ 


« 


1 


*. 


I 


R«m«iniiiK ioT 


&i 


IS 


100 


83 


U 


Ill 


03 


la 


1L3 


ed 


1» 105 


83 


10 101 


P 


;i3 


na 



Hence, during these five years, 131 Criminal 
Lunatics were admitted into Bethlehem Hospital : 
37 were discharged cured, by order of the Secretary 
of State; 25 died; and — the accommodation for 
them in Bethlehem being insufficient — 68 were, by 
order of the Secretary of State, removed to another 
Institution. 

In the Reports of the Commissioners in Lunacy, 
a return is given of the number of Criminal Lunatics 
confined in County Asylums, in Metropolitan and 
in Provincial Houses; but no return is made of those 
confined in Gaols. The inexpediency of Lunatics 
being associated with the ordinary Prisoners in Gaols, 
and Houses of Correction, was so clearly proved by 
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the testimony of all the witnesses examined before the 
Committee of Inquiry in the year 1835, that among 
other resolutions to which they called the**immediate 
attention of the House," they emphatically recom- 
mended, that "persons whose trials have been post- 
poned, or who, having been tried, have been acquitted 
oh the ground of Insanity, shall not be confined in 
the Gaols or Houses of Correction;"* but, notwith- 
standing their Report, a considerable number of 
Criminal Lunatics are still confined in these places. 
From the last Report, published for the Home 
District, by the Inspectors of Prisons, in 1861, I 
annex the following summary. 

TABLE SHEWING THE Number of Criminal Lunatics confined in the 
Prisons of England and Wales, from 1842 to 1849, with their 

PROPORTION to the PrISON POPULATION.f 
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* Vide Eeport, p. 4. 

t Vide — ^Fifteenth Keport of the Inspectors appointed under 
the Provisions of the Act 5 & 6 Will. IV., c. 38, to Visit the 
Different Prisons of Great Britain. — 1. Home District. — Pre- 
sented to both Houses of Parliament by Command of Her Majesty. 
London: Clowes and Son, 1861. P. 35. 
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It is proper to observe, that this Table does not 
include the number of persons belonging to this 
class confined in the Prison of Parkhurst, Penton- 
ville, and MiUbank. 

With these facts before us, it is evident that the 
present distribution of our Criminal Lunatics is 
open to very grave objections ; and that it is 
highly expedient that some more satisfactory ar- 
rangements should be made for their future pro- 
vision. 
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CHAPTER V. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

Whenever any great social evil is proved to 
exist, and has become the subject of public discus- 
sion, a host of philanthropic theorists rush into 
the field, each eager to suggest some favorite plan 
for the removal of the grievance. Competition 
excites controversy. In the ardour of mutual zeal 
a variety of Utopian schemes — more fascinating 
than practicable — are not unfrequently set afloat ; 
but the most ephemeral even of these should be 
viewed in every possible light before being positively 
condemned. It was a notion of Goethe, that in the 
secret archives of the vegetable kingdom there may 
exist a specific remedy for every known disease; 
and we are justified by our experience in believing 
that political wisdom, properly directed, may be 
brought to bear upon and redress every social 
^Tong. There is no doubt difficulty enough in 
legislating for the protection of the civil rights of 
sane people ; but when we contemplate the peculiar 
position of the insane, who may have committed 
criminal offences, and ask how they ought to be 
dealt with, the problem becomes exceedingly per- 
plexing. It is fully admitted by the law of every 
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country, that no man who has committed an 
oflFence in an unsound state of mind, shall be held 
responsible for his conduct : but all human tri- 
bunals are faUible; and how, when this plea of 
insanity is raised, can we unveil the mind of the 
accused, and determine where responsibility ends 
and irresponsibility begins ? 

There is no physician, however conversant he 
may be with the phenomena of the disease, that 
can draw this line of demarcation. We may, it is 
true, be put into the witness-box — but what then ? 

" May it please your excellency, your thief looks 
Exactly like the rest, or rather better ; 
'Tis only at the bar and in the dungeon 
That wise men know your felon by his features."* 

We may appreciate outward and visible signs ; 
but we have no mentometer (if I may be allowed to 
coin a word) which will indicate the thoughts that 
may be passing through the mind. In medical 
jurisprudence the diagnosis between sanity and in- 
sanity is, in many cases, infinitely difficult ; and it 
is upon this account that specialists in this branch 
of our profession so often come into collision with 
members of the bar, and di*aw down upon them- 
selves occasionally animadversions from the Judges 
on the bench. There would be no such diflferehce 
of opinion between the two learned professions if 
we could arrive at any fixed principles by which 

* Werner, Act II., sc. 1 . 
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we could explain the silent operations of the mind 
— but this, so far as insanity is concerned, is as 
impossible in law as it. is in medicine. We may- 
adjudicate upon the overt act — but the motive 
which dictated it will very often elude the most 
searching examination. But this happens contin- 
ually in sane as well as in insane life. 

Every man performs daily a variety of actions, 
without having at the moment any ostensible object 
in view, or motive of which he is conscious ; and if 
called upon to explain the principle which actuated 
him, he would be very greatly at a loss. " I sup- 
pose I had some meaning in my mind when I 
wrote these lines," said an eminent author,* when 
an unintelligible passage which he had written was 
pointed out to him, "but it has quite escaped my 
memory :" — so rapid is thought, and so impercep- 
tible the connection between the motive and the 
action. We can scarcely, under the most rigorous 
self-examination, give an account of ourselves to 
ourselves; still less can we explain the motives 
which actuate others. The act alone — isolated and 
inexplicable — remains to be weighed in the scales 
of justice. 

" We try the crime, the motive heaven will judge.*' t 

This would be a harsh Spartan-like axiom, were it 
literally adopted ; but this is not the case : for in our 

* Coleridge, 
t Howard Payne's Brutus, Act V., sc. 1. 
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Criminal Courts every collateral circumstaiiee — the 
age, sex, social condition of the accused ; the tempta- 
tion, the provocation, and every ostensible cause of 
the delinquency — are taken into consideration in 
mitigation of punishment ;* and if the accused be 
foimd insane, he is, as we have seen, either not tried, 
or acquitted upon the plea of insanity. So far, there- 
fore, does mercy temper justice : but although crim- 
inal actions are committed occasionally under insane 
delusions, and under impulses which paralyze the 
power of self-control, we are not thence to infer that 
all irregularities of disposition, and all moral trans- 
gressions are to be excused upon the same ground. 
In his interesting work on CriminalJurisprudence, 
Mr. Sampson adopts the views of the author of 
the "Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation,'' 
and ascribes every criminal action to some abnormal 
or morbid condition of the cerebral organization. 
His fundamental proposition is, that " every mani- 
festation of the mind depends upon the confirmation 

* •* I have not been in the habit (said Mr. Justice Coleridge, in 
his answer to the Select Committee of the House of Lords,) of 
sentencing to transportation, without taking into account the 
circumstances of habits, character, station, and property. I have 
had occasion avowedly only to imprison a young gentleman for a 
bad manslaughter where I should certainly have transported him if 
he had been a labourer, because the circumstances above mentioned 
would, I thought, have made the former punishment too severe ybr 
him. I should suppose that other Judges act upon the same 
obvious principle." P. 19. 
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and health of its material instrument, the brain ; and 
as it is not the function of a sound and healthy brain 
to give rise to any other than healthy manifestations, 
so no error of judgment can ever arise but as the 
result of a defective condition of that organ." 

Mr. Hurlbut, an eminent Counsellor, and one of 
the Supreme Judges in the State of New York, 
in his "Essays on Human Rights and Political 
Guarantees," — a work which is well worthy of peru- 
sal, — promulgates the same doctrine ; but I confess 
I cannot adopt this brainular theory of crime, which 
appears to me to have, thus far, a mischievous 
tendency, — that if all our actions, virtuous as well 
as vicious, resulted from this presun^pd condition of 
the brain, man would possess no more control over 
his actions, than the paddle-wheels of a steam-boat 
over the engine by which they are set in motion. 
All human responsibility would be thus annihilated ; 
it would be as cruel to punish a man for horse 
stealing — if his brain impelled him to commit the 
act — as it would be to punish a man for shaking his 
limbs in a fit of ague. "It would be quite as rational" 
says Mr. Sampson, " to flog a man at the cart's tail 
for having become infected with scarlet fever, owing 
to a predisposition and exposure to the disease, as 
to pursue the same course to one, who falling into 
temptation, had given way to a predisposition for 
taking possession of whatever he could lay his hands 
upon."* 

* Op, at., p. 34. 
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Were this doctrine admitted, burglars and thieves 
might rejoice in their predestined career; police 
offices close ; and the Central Criminal Court adjourn 
sine die ! But happily for the wellbeing and pro- 
tection of society, upon examining this theory more 
closely, it will be found to be physiologically and 
psychologically utterly untenable. 

If the brain be, as Mr. Sampson argues, and as is 
generally believed, the " material organ of the mind,'* 
it cannot be the originator of thought ; its vesicles 
or fibres may receive and transmit mental impres- 
sions, but can no more originate them, than the 
strings of a harp can originate the melody they may 
be made to express. The mind, independent in its 
own citadel, perceives, reflects, and passes through 
various consecutive states, which give expression to 
its intellectual and moral powers : it may incline to 
good or to evil, as virtuous or vicious principles 
predominate. We therefore attach just importance 
to the influence of education, and hold men account- 
able for their conduct, which would certainly be 
unjust, if, on Mr. Sampson's principle, they are to 
be regarded as automata acting under the necessitous 
influence of an organization for which they cannot 
be held responsible. It should also be observed that 
this occult condition of the brain is purely imaginary, 
and this organ being after all, confessedly only the 
instrument of the mind, we must trace all manifes- 
tations of the intellect and feelings to the higlier 
power of the mind itself. 
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There can be no doubt that in a state of sound 
bodily and mental health, and in the full enjoy- 
ment of all their intellectual faculties, men un- 
happily have been known to indulge in habits of 
intemperance and profligacy — they have misdirected 
their intellectual and moral faculties— and yielding 
to temptation, some from sordid motives, calculating 
even the consequences awaiting them, have commit- 
ted the most heinous atrocities. Ought not such 
men to be held responsible for their misdeeds? 
When persons speak of the " influence of the braiti 
on criminal actions"* they should, it is evident, sub- 
stitute the word mind for that of brain ; they may 
as well speak of the influence of the legs in walking, 
as if the desire to walk originated in the extensor 
and flexor muscles of the extremities, instead of 
their acting in obedience to the will of that mind 
which suggests and governs every conscious action 
we perform. " In nature," said a forgotten philo- 
sopher, — quoted by Sir William Hamilton, — *^ there 
is nothing great but man; in man there is nothing 
great but mind."t 

But this human mind, albeit immaterial, may 
become obscured by disease: it may pass into a 
state of inexplicable aberration ; under insane delu- 

* Vide — ^The "Westminster Eeview, April, 1854. — Article: — 
" Criminal Legislation and Prison Discipline," p. 409. 

t Beid's Collected "Writings, by Sir William Hamilton, Bart. 
Edinburgh, 1825. P. 217. 

K 
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sions and impulses, men may not only become 
incapable of distinguishing right from wrong, but 
impulsively lose even the power of self-control. In 
a chronic form, unattended with delirium or any 
obvious mental perturbation, insanity may pervert 
the moral feelings and propensities, and manifest 
itself by a disposition to commit the most unac- 
countable and motiveless crimes. A lady of rank and 
property, without the least conceivable motive, will 
commit a petty theft in a public bazaar, or in the 
drawing-room of her dearest friend. A man of edu- 
cation and fortune, without the least provocation, 
suddenly will attack another and commit a ruffianly 
outrage, which may end in the death of the as- 
saulted person — and upon inquiry it may, perhaps, 
be found that his bodily and mental health had 
been previously much disturbed ; and that he was, 
in reality, insane. How are we to deal with this 
class of offenders ? 

It may be true that every description of vice — 
every deviation from the path of virtue — every in- 
discretion indicates an ill-regulated mind ; but we 
cannot suppose a state of society in which men shall 
be so perfectly rational and self-possessed as to 
commit no manner of transgression : such an idea 
did not even enter into the conception of Plato in 
the constitution of his RepubKc: — Humanum est 
evrare — but there can be no doubt that habits of 
self-control and self-denial, acquired in early life. 
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will enable men to resist temptation, moderate their 
passions, and ward off insanity itself.* " My Lords," 
(said the Solicitor-General, the Honorable Charles 
Yorke, upon the memorable trial of the Earl Ferrers 
for the murder of his steward, John Johnson,) "in 
some sense every crime proceeds from insanity. All 
cruelty, all brutality, all revenge, all injustice, is in- 
sanity. There were philosophers in ancient times who 
held this opinion as a strict maxim of their sect ; and, 
my Lords, the opinion is right in philosophy, but 
dangerous in judicature. It may have a useful and 
a noble influence to regulate the conduct of men, to 
control their impotent passions, to teach them that 
virtue is the perfection of reason, as reason itself is 
the perfection of human nature; but not to ex- 
tenuate crimes, nor to excuse those punishments 
which the law adjudges to be their due."-!* Upon 
this principle the criminal law of the country is 
administered. " I hold," observed Lord Denman, 
in his evidence before the House of Lords, *'the 
only legitimate end of punishment to be to deter 
from crime ; but I think I perceive in some of the 
theories of benevolent men such a mode of adminis* 
tering the criminal law as to encourage instead of 
deterring." " I feel great confidence," furthermore 

* Vide — ^An excellent litte work in the series of " Small Books on 
Great Subjects," entitled " On Man's Power over himself to pre- 
vent or control Insanity," By John Barlow. London : Pickering, 
1849. 

t Howell's State Trials. Vol. xix., p. 95. 
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observed his Lordship, " on general grounds, in the 
eflEect of criminal law in deterring from crime. I 
believe it prevents men from adopting a vicious 
course of life. I think that the mind, when excited 
by temptation, does not look much to penal conse- 
quences, or, if it does, that the hopes of escape, from 
the various causes stated, ( but scarcely susceptible 
of diminution,) would predominate ; but I think I 
have seen many instances of forbearing to add 
aggression to the criminal act from fear of severer 
punishment — I allude to burglary and highway rob- 
bery." * This observation of the Learned Judge 
shows how the mind, in the actual commission of a 
criminal deed, may pause and weigh the remote 
consequences of the crime ; indeed, it would be a 
humiliating revelation were we enabled to unmask 
the motives which enable many men to resist 
temptation. " No one, I think, can ever tell," ob- 
served Mr. Justice Patteson, "how many persons 
are prevented from committing crimes by their 
natural dispositions, education, religious and moral 
sentiments, their condition in life, their family con- 
nexions, pecuniary circumstances, the absence of 
temptation, the force of example, and a variety of 
other causes, which are perpetually operating ; but, 
it may be safely said, that many are sometimes 

* Appendix to Eeport and Evidence on the Operation of the 
Criminal Law. Answers of certain Judges to the Questions sub- 
mitted to them by the Select Committee. 1847. Pp. 4 — 6. 
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deterred from the commissioii of crime by the fear 
of punishment, and that if all penal laws were 
repealed, even for the shortest time, no one's life 
or property would be safe/' ♦ 

Whatever maybe the motives which restrain men 
from yielding to temptation, the fact itself indicates 
powers of reflection and self-control ; but the dis- 
position of some persons is naturally impetuous, 
and they are never able to obtain a complete mas- 
tery over their passions. They yield to impulses 
they cannot control. Others, again, are by nature 
weak, and cannot resist temptation. With them 
as with Werner — 

" There are crimes made venial by the occasion, 
And temptations which nature cannot master or forbear. "t 

Many such are predisposed to commit crime, and 
the plea of insanity may be fairly pleaded in their 
defence. 

One of our highest legal authorities. Baron 
Alderson, in his answers to the Select Committee of 
the House of Lords, stated, in reference to the cor- 

* Appendix to Eeport and Evidence on the Operation of the 
Criminal Law. — Op. Oit, 

t Werner ^ Act II, sc. 2. In the "Canterbury Tales" by 
Sophia and Harriet Lee, in the Grerman's Tale, "Kruitzner," we 
find the same passage "Conrad, Conrad! there are crimes ren- 
dered venial by the occasion, and temptations too exquisite for 
human fortitude to master or forbear." Vol. II. p. 205. Numerous 
passages in Werner are taken verbatim from this admirably written 
Tale. 
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rective eflfects of short imprisonmeiits, "I believe 
crime to be a chronic disease, and not curable by a 
short process, if indeed curable at all." * The same 
Learned Judge also bore testimony to crime often 
being the consequence of what we may recognize to 
be impulsive insanity, " The great body of crimi- 
nals,'' observed his Lordship, "act rather upon im- 
pulse than upon calculation, and think but little of 
the probable punishment at the moment of tempta- 
tion." t The views of the Learned Judges, which 
I have here given, are clearly in accordance with 
the soundest and purest principles of justice and 
humanity. 

We have now to consider what provision should 
be made for Criminal Lunatics found insane upon 
arraignment, or acquitted upon the plea of insanity. 
On the 1st January, 1852, according to the Report 
of the Commissioners in Lunacy, there were 439 
persons of this class in confinement in county and 
borough asylums, in registered hospitals, in licensed 
houses, and in the Royal Hospital of Bethlehem. To 
these returns we have to add the lunatics confined 
in gaols, the mean number of which we have seen 
has been computed at 85, so that the total number of 
Criminal Lunatics, making allowance for the last 
year's increase, will amount at present to above five 
hundred. The problem, therefore, which we have to 
consider is, — how they ought to be provided for. 

* Appendix to Eeport, p. 45. t Ihid, p. 46. 
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Is it desirable that one great Central or State Asy- 
lum should be erected for their common reception ? 
It appears to me — but I advance this opinion 
with much deference — that very serious objections 
may be urged against congregating all the Criminal 
Lunatics of the country under one roof. We must 
remember that these persons belong to very different 
cla'sses of society ; and — as the Tables in the pre- 
ceding pages exhibiting the nature of the offences 
committed prove— they are committed for trial 
under very different circumstances. Would it be 
fair or humane to shut up a lady or a gentleman, 
who may, imder a momentary insane impulse, have 
committed a very trivial misdemeanour, in the 
same ward, or even in the same establishment, 
with women or men belonging to the lowest classes 
of society, who may have committed revolting and 
nameless offences ? There is no family in the king- 
dom — from the domestic circle of the highest peer 
of the realm down to that of the humblest peasant 
— that may not be stricken with the calamity of 
insanity; and a very trivial transgression may 
render the afflicted person amenable to trial in a 
public court of justice. Acquitted as being insane, 
is the hapless offender — who may be highly con- 
nected, well educated, and habitually sensitive and 
refined, — to be cast among coarse and ruthless 
ruffians, whose hands— insane as they may have 
been when they committed such offences — have 
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been tainted with the most atrocious and loath- 
some crimes ? The object of the Legislature is 
to restrain, not to punish, these unfortunate 
beings. "The law," says Mr. Hurlbut, "having 
pronoimced an act to be dangerous to society, the 
offender must be restrained of his liberty to prevent 
its repetition : if the issue be found against the 
prisoner, the judgment of the tribunal should be, 
that he be lodged in a safe place of confinement, 
provided by the State for persons of the prisoner's 
description, there to remain under appropriate 
treatment for his intellectual and moral condition, 
until he should be discharged by due course of 
law." * * * '« If the plea of insanity," continues 
Mr. Hurlbut, " be made out, the prisoner is found 
not guilty, and discharged out of custody. His act 
may have been a homicide, occasioned by the 
destructive mania; the disposition to kill may be 
still as strong as ever ; and the jury know it, and 
the court trembles when it discharges him, lest he 
should kill others." * * * "This verdict does 
not imply that he has not slain a fellow-being — 
does not mean that he is a safe man to go at large ; 
on the contrary, by reason of his mania, he is the 
most dangerous of men. But what the jury mean 
by a verdict of acquittal is, that he is not a proper 
subject for punishment : i. e. no vengeance ought 
to be inflicted upon him because he is smitten of 
heaven, and is not morally responsible for his acts." 
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With the practical observations of Mr. Hurlbut I 
fully concur ; the only comment which I feel bound 
to make upon this forcible and well-expressed pas- 
sage is, that in the administration of the law of 
England vengeance is never contemplated : the sole 
object of punishment is to deter others from com- 
mitting offences ; and any person who will peruse 
the evidence given by the Judges in their answers 
to the Select Committee of the House of Lords, 
will perceive, that in this country humanity, and 
not vengeance, is the ruling principle of judgment 
in all — even in the worst criminal cases. 

To return — The object of isolating Criminal Luna- 
tics is not only to protect society, but to restore 
these afflicted persons to a state of bodily and men- 
tal health. The Act of Geo. IL, c. 5, s. 17, is, on 
this point, — as quoted in the title page, — very 
explicit — " they shall be kept, maintained, and 
cured ;^ but the centralization of these unfortu- 
nates would, I apprehend, greatly interfere with 
this humane object. If lunatics only associated 
with, and never saw any other persons than luna- 
tics, the chances of their recovery would be very 
materially diminished. It was well observed by Sir 
William Ellis, in the Report of Hanwell Asylum, 
dated 31st December, 1836, that " it is much to be 
lamented that some prejudices still remain in the 
minds of many persons very detrimental to this 
suffering class of our fellow-creatures which much 
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retards, if not entirely prevents, the cure of many 
of them. One of the worst is, that of totally ex- 
cluding them from aU rational society, until they 
can be proclaimed perfectly well. There is reason 
to believe, that if a proper degree of liberty be 
allowed, as the mind begins to open, and objects 
are presented to it with which it has been previously 
familiar and interested, many might be partially 
introduced into society, and enjoy much happiness, 
who are now in all ranks doomed to incarceration 
for life." That which is true as regards the treat- 
ment of non-criminal, is equally true as regards the 
treatment of. Criminal Lunatics. How can they 
ever recover if they are to be associated only with 
one another, — listening to their mutual incoheren- 
cies and misdeeds, and breathing (so to speak) 
only the contaminating atmosphere of insanity? 
Under such a system, what moral or medical treat- 
ment can be expected to avail anything in curing 
the disease ? 

Other objections exist. In whatever county the 
proposed Central Asylum be erected, the relations 
and friends of the afflicted, living in remote places,^ 
would have to travel a great distance to visit them ; 
— an inconvenience which would press heavily on 
the poorer classes, who would probably have to per- 
form the journey on foot, losing many days' work 
in the performance of a filial, or it may be, a 
parental duty. This grievance, which would be 
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undoubtedly incurred, merits consideration. Again : 
The concentration of evil-doers, insane or sane — 
more especially those afi^cted with any disease, 
bodily or mental — is notoriously impolitic; and 
it may fairly be predicted that such an Asylum 
would soon assume the character of a prison rather 
than that of a curative hospital. It would be re- 
garded in the light of a bastile, and would be — 
however well conducted — desecrated by no slight 
amount of popular odium. Already a great preju- 
dice exists in the public mind against all Lunatic 
Asylums ; the result of which is, that many fami- 
lies are reluctant to place their immediate relations 
under proper medical treatment in the early and 
curative stages of the malady. To this cause may 
be ascribed, in some measure, the increase of in- 
sanity; for were other diseases in their incipient 
stages equally neglected, there can be no doubt that 
the bills of mortality, in respect to them, would be 
very greatly augmented. 

Furthermore — Financial considerations should 
have some weight. If arrangements can be made, 
and a proper system organized for the reception of 
Criminal Lunatics in existing institutions, the neces- 
sity of erecting a Central Asylum would be super- 
seded. Thera can be no doubt that the erection of 
such a building would be attended with a vast ex- 
pense; and whether constructed to hold five or 
eight hundred inmates, we are entitled to presume, 
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from the facts before us, that it would eventually be 
found inadequate to afford the accommodation re- 
quired. We must, be it observed, calculate pros-^ 
pectively. And the history of every large Lunatic 
Asylum, which has been in existence many years, 
wiU prove how inexpedient it would be to erect 
a single building, with prescribed limitations, for 
the purpose proposed, which could not under press- 
ing emergency be enlarged without a great addi- 
tional, perhaps extravagant, outlay. 

Such are the difiBlculties we have to contend with ; 
«,nd how are they to be met ? It is desirable that 
whatever plan be suggested to the Government, 
that it should be comprehensive enough to provide 
for future contingencies ; so that the arrangements 
in respect to the accommodation provided for this 
class of subjects shall hereafter not be found de- 
fective. One Central Asylum would, I have no 
doubt, be found, after some years, inadequate to the 
increasing demand upon it ; nor would the erection 
of two eventually be sufficient. We may therefore, I 
think, fairly look to the resources which maybe found 
in Bethlehem, and existing County Asylums, for pro- 
viding the accommodation required. We must 
however, for the reasons I have already assigned, 
set out with some principles of classification. 
Criminal Lunatics, who have committed the higher 
class of offences — murder, treason, sedition, and 
nameless atrocities, — prosecuted by the State, may 
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yery properly be regarded, however insane, as State 
prisoners, supported at the expense of the Govern- 
ment. These I would suggest should, under the 
Queen's warrant, be confined in Bethlehem, the 
criminal establishment of which is the recognized 
State Asylum ; but insane persons, guilty of minor 
offences, might, I conceive, under the warrant of the 
Secretary of State, be very properly confined in 
their respective County Asylums, and the parishes 
to which they belong held liable for the expense of 
their maintenance. 

It is not because I have the honour of being 
the Resident Physician at Bethlehem Hospital 
that I venture to make this suggestion; but I 
do so upon the ground that the criminal 
establishment of this Institution has unequivo- 
cally answered the purpose for which it was 
founded. It is secure as a place of detention ; no 
Criminal Lunatic, who might be dangerous if he 
obtained his liberty, has any chance of making his 
escape; and the situation is so healthy, that no 
epidemic disease has ever prevailed within its walls 
— not even a single case of cholera, when that fatal 
malady was the scourge of the surrounding district. 
There is a feeling, I am aware, abroad, that Lunatic 
Asylums should be built in the style of palaces, and 
surrounded with beautiful and attractive scenery; — it 
has been even suggested, by the Medical Superin- 
tendent of an Asylum in Scotland, that such places 
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as Bethlehem should be " planted with trees, have a 
fountain, a proportion of ground prepared as a bowl- 
ing-green, and should be stocked with sheep, hares, 
a monkey, and other domestic animals." * It is 
however obvious, that where the security and safe 
custody of a dangerous Criminal Lunatic is an 
object, pleasant and umbrageous avenues would 
aflfbrd opportunities for concealment and escape. 
The only guarantee we can have for the safe deten- 
tion of such persons is, that they shall not — in 
whatever extent of area they may be confined — 
evade the sight of the attendant. 

The possibility of every County Asylum being 
provided with a criminal ward for the safe custody 
of Criminal Lunatics belonging to the County, com- 
mitted under the Secretary of State's warrant, 
cannot, if the proposition be fairly entertained, I 
think, be doubted. If we consider the enormous 
expence which has attended the erection of many of 
these magnificent buildings, the extent of acreage 
belonging to them, and their internal resources, we 
can scarcely conceive a difficulty in setting apart a 
ward and special airing-court for this class. The 
argument that there would be a risk of their escaping, 
will scarcely hold good, because it would militate 
against the management of any asylum, where such 

* Appendix to an " Account of Bethlehem Hospital, abridged 
from the Eeport of the Charity Commissioners." By F. O. Martin. 
London. Pickering, 1863. P. 31. 
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an event is likely to happen, inasmncli as the escape 
of other patients may be attended with equal danger. 
The security of the lunatic is one of the first objects 
contemplated in placing such persons in confinement, 
particularly when they are certified to be dangerous 
to others. Then again, the existing discipline and 
organization of a large County Asylum cannot be 
in the least degree disturbed by the very small num- 
ber of Criminal Lunatics for whom provision would 
be actually required. From the Commissioners in 
Lunacy's last Annual Report, 1852, we find 175 
Criminal Lunatics distributed through 27 different 
County and 4 Borough Asylums. The County 
Asylum of Devon, containing 429 Lunatics, with 
a command of 24 acres of land, only returned 6 
Criminal Lunatics. Surrey Asylum containing 853 
Lunatics, occupying an extent of 97 acres of land, 
only returned 4 Criminal Lunatics. And Stafford 
Asylum, containing 349 Lunatics, with an occupa- 
tion of more than 40 acres of land, only returned 1 
Lunatic belonging to this class. Now is it not 
manifest that these and other County Asylums, — the 
above examples I have taken at random, — have the 
capacity of providing for the very few Criminal 
Lunatics which each County would respectively 
have to provide for ? But it will be contended that 
there is an insuperable objection to Criminal Luna- 
tics being associated with ordinary patients. The 
propriety of their being separated as a general 
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principle, I fully admit, but we must not strain tliis 
argument too far : tlie entire distribution and man- 
agement of Criminal Lunatics should be founded 
upon some principle of classification. There are 
features in every case which are peculiar, and require 
special consideration, it would be an act of extreme 
inhumanity to deny the poor Lunatic who has com- 
mitted a trivial offence, the privilege of being again 
associated with those of his fellow creatures whose 
characters have never been impugned ; this would 
be inflicting an amouait of punishment upon him, 
which never enters into the sentence even of sane con- 
victs. If the object be to cure the afflicted Lunatic, 
whatever offence he may have committed, his 
convalescence will depend very materially upon his 
moral treatment, and if he be condemned, as I 
have already stated, to be associated only with 
criminals who have committed perhaps greater 
offences than himself, what chance can there be of 
his recovery ? 

It is, furthermore, to be considered, that our 
County Asylums are almost exclusively open for the 
reception of paupers ; and the feelings of this class 
of lunatics are by no means so acute and sensitive 
— speaking generally — as to render the society of 
Criminal Lunatics any infliction upon them. "I 
have carefully watched," says Dr. Bucknill, the 
Superintendent of the Devon County Asylum, " to 
detect any repugnance or unfriendly feeling among 
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the inmates of this establishment towards their 
fellow-patients who were known to have committed 
offences against the law, and have not only failed to 
do so, but have heard expressions of sympathy and 
pity."* The Superintendents of other Asylums, 
with whom I have communicated, have, in reply to 
my inquiries, made the same statement ; and I am, 
therefore, induced to suggest that the association of 
criminal with non-criminal lunatics should be left, 
under the approbation of the Commissioners in 
Lunacy, to the discretion of the Superintendents of 
Asylums. This would be far more humane than 
isolating them as a class, and leaving them to prey 
mutually upon their morbid associations, which 
cannot fail to aggravate their disease and render it 
perhaps incurable. 

In the classification which I would suggest, there 
are many circumstances which should be very care- 
fully weighed ; — thus, a distinction ought clearly to 
be drawn between convicted and non-convicted 
Criminal Lunatics. If a criminal, while under- 
going the sentence of imprisonment, become insane, 
I would propose that he should be put into a luna- 
tic ward connected with the infirmary of the prison 
in which he may be confined, and there treated 
by the officiating surgeon in the same way as if 

* An Inquiry into the proper Classification and Treatment of 
Criminal Lunatics. By John Charles Bucknill, M.B. London, 
1851. p. 17. 

L 
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he were suflfering from any other disease. The prac- 
tice of sending insane prisoners from gaols to county 
asylums is, in every point of view, objectionable. The 
average period of imprisonment in England, upon 
the authority of Mr. Hill, does not exceed 50 days.* 
It appears, therefore, as Sir George Paul observed, 
to be a " great stretch of legislative authority" to 
transfer a criminal, labouring, perhaps, under a tem- 
porary paroxysm of insanity, to a lunatic asylum, 
under the Secretary of State's warrant, where he 
may have to remain for a much longer term in 
confinement than that to which he was originally 
condemned by the sentence of the Court. Suppos- 
ing the Criminal to have been under treatment for 
insanity in a lunatic ward connected with the 
infirmary of the prison — assuredly, it would be only 
fair, when the period of his imprisoimient has ex- 
pired, that he should be liberated, whatever may 
be his state of health, from penal confinement. 

Were these suggestions adopted, there would 
be no fear of the accommodation for Criminal 
Lunatics becoming exhausted ; and the burden of 
supporting them — dispersed over diflferent Coun- 
ties — would be fairly equalized. The Resident 
Superintendents would soon become familiar with 
the history of every case, — the peculiar features 
of the malady, and the temper and disposition 

* Hill, on Crime.— (>p. dt, p. 183. 
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of such persons; and, taking every circumstance 
into consideration, would be best qualified to deter- 
mine the most eligible way of classifying them in 
the Asylum. Some might be permitted with im- 
pimity, and even advantage, to associate with the 
inmates generally ; others, on the contrary, it might 
be necessary to confine entirely to the criminal ward, 
and airing-court connected with it. To suppose 
that some part of a great County Asylum cannot be 
appropriated to such a purpose, and rendered suf- 
ficiently secure to guarantee the safe custody of any 
class of dangerous lunatics, appears to me unac- 
countable. And, after all, when thus distributed, the 
number of Criminal Lunatics which would be sent to 
each County Asylum would be very few ; and what- 
ever may have been their offences, they ought to 
be treated with as much consideration as ordinary 
patients. Many of these cases, indeed professionally 
considered, are extremely interesting to the physi- 
cian engaged in this department of medical practice. 
Besides which, as regards their moral management, 
it is well known that Criminal Lunatics— the 
designation of whom as Criminals excites so much 
apprehension — are often the most quiet, docile, and 
inoffensive persons in these establishments. My 
experience upon this point accords with that of 
Dr. Bucknill, who has, in his "Liquiry," pub- 
lished a series of cases, to which he " confidently 
refers as proof, that the most criminally disposed 

L 2 
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lunatics are not the so-called Criminal Lunatics ; 
and that the majority of the latter are as tract- 
able and harmless as the average of insane per- 
sons to whom the stigma of crime has never been 
attached."* 

When convicts under sentence of imprisonment 
become insane, I have suggested, that they should 
be confined in a lunatic ward connected with the 
infirmary of the prison, or in some other part of the 
building, and there placed under the usual medical 
treatment until the term of their imprisonment 
expires, or until they are pardoned upon medical 
grounds. In support of this proposition, we have 
to consider how very short is the average period of 
imprisonment, and how unjust it appears to trans- 
fer a prisoner from a gaol, in which he may have 
been sentenced to three months imprisonment, to a 
lunatic asylum, under the Secretary of State's war- 
rant, where he may remain, without any further 
investigation into his case, for as many years, — at all 
events, for an indefinite period. 

All lunatic asylums should be regarded as cura- 
tive hospitals, not prisons ; and if it be found 
expedient to send persons, who have become insane 
under conviction, to such asylums, it would only 
be humane to pardon them previous to their re- 

* Inquiry into the Proper Classification and Treatment of 
Criminal Lunatics. Op, Cit p. 57. 
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moval. Let their crime be considered expiated; 
and the stigma attached to them removed. Their 
insanity may be justly urged in extenuation of 
further punishment ; the greater calamity which it 
has pleased Providence to inflict upon them may 
plead in mitigation of the sentence against them 
being carried out to the utmost rigour of the law ; 
and, upon liberation, their relations or friends, 
if possessing adequate means, might provide for 
them, without allowing them to be sent to a 
county asylum, whereby their respective parishes 
may become burthened with their future main- 
tenance. 

In vindication of this suggestion, I may also ob- 
serve, that the medical officers, connected with our 
public prisons, are men of undoubted professional 
skill and experience, — many of them, indeed, enjoy- 
ing a high status in their profession, — and that they 
are fully competent to deal with a disease which 
may, it is well known, by active treatment, be cut 
short in its early stages. It should be added that, 
while under temporary treatment in prison, this 
class of persons would still be under the super- 
vision of the Commissioners in Lunacy : it being 
provided by 8 & 9 Vict., c. 100, sec. 110, (which has 
not been repealed,) " that two or more of the Com- 
missioners (one of whom shall be a Physician or 
Surgeon, and the other a Banister) shall once a 
year, or oftener, visit every Asylum for Lunatics, 
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and every Gaol in which there is a Lunatic."* 
But to this point I shall presently return. 

In the general management of Criminal Lunatics, 
I would strongly recommend their being induced to 
occupy themselves in some kind of productive em- 
ployment, consonant with their former habits and 
stations in life. It is lamentable to see healthy 
and strong men sauntering listlessly about the 
wards or airing-courts of asylums, lounging away 
in idleness the remnant of their existence. Every 
description of occupation has, in cases of insanity, a 
curative tendency. It is inconceivable how much 
bodily exertion promotes mental activity; — "I 
must walk," said Rousseau, "if I have to think;" 
— it matters Kttle what the employment may be : 
the object is to engage the attention, and thereby 
divert the mind from its delusions. In Dr. Forbes 
Winslow's excellent Journal of Psychological Medi- 
cine — which is a valuable repertoire of all the cur- 
rent observations and facts connected with insanity 
which are worthy of being recorded — ^there appears 
a Letter, by Mr. Charles Pearson, the late Member 
for Lambeth,— to which I have referred in my last 
Annual Report of Bethlehem Hospital, — in which 

* " The new Statutes relating to Lunacy, comprising the Law 
relating to Pauper Lunatics, with the Practice and Practical 
Forms very fully given ; also the Law respecting Lunatic Asy- 
lums, Public and Mvate." By John Frederick Archbold, Bams- 
ter-at^Law. London, 1864. P. 272. 
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he proposes that any Legislative enactment passed 
for the benefit of Criminal Lunatics, should pro- 
vide for occupation being made compulsory. " I 
am of opinion," he observes, *Hhat it would be 
just and proper to empower the Government autho- 
rities, to whom the custody of Criminal Lunatics is 
committed, to exact from the healthy and able- 
bodied a certain amount of labour, suited to their 
age, strength, and previous state and condition. 
Why should Mc Naughten and Oxford be maintained 
in idleness for the remainder of their days ? They 
are competent to maintain themselves, and ought, in 
my judgment, to be required to do so." * There can 
be no doubt that constant employment has, in all 
cases a salutary effect, and tends greatly to promote 
mental restoration. 

In a financial point of view also, employment 
encouraged upon productive principles, would 
relieve the funds of the asylum, and render such 
establishments, in a great measure, self-support- 
ing. Due regard, however, must be paid to the 
capacities — ^physical and mental— of the patient, 
whose strength should not, for the sake of any 
pecuniary advantage which the institution may 
derive, be overtaxed. Indeed, considering these 
unfortunate persons are patients, suffering under 

• Journal of Psychological Medicine. Edited by Forbes 
Winslow, M.D., D.C.L. Vol. I., p. 188. London, 1851. 
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a grievous disease, I am doubtful whether occu- 
pation of any description should be made com- 
pulsory ; and, from my own experience, I believe 
that a very slight amount of encouragement 
would induce the majority to employ themselves 
voluntarily, particularly if persuaded to do so 
kindly. We have, however, in Bethlehem this diffi- 
culty to contend with, — that if our Criminal Luna- 
tics were employed in any out-door work, they would 
come into contact with other patients ; they might, 
however, were the principle of productive employ- 
ment recognised by the Secretary of State, be sup- 
plied with means of additional occupation beyond 
what they at present amuse themselves with ; and 
many would gladly bestir themselves if they were 
given to understand that they would derive any 
advantage from their industry. 

Under any circumstances, whatever system of 
moral management be adopted in the treatment of 
Criminal Lunatics, it should be characterised by 
the greatest possible amount of kindness and bene- 
volence. They are as a class, owing to the tristesse 
of their position, more sensitive, more susceptible, 
and more excitable than ordinary patients, and 
many of them endure more mental suffering. It is 
impossible to imagine the sad thoughts and pain- 
ful associations which may, with the returning light 
of reason, or during a lucid interval, recur to the 
mind of these afflicted persons, who may be fully 
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conscious, and bitterly lament the wrong which they 
may recollect having committed. Many who are 
partially recovered become victims of melancholia 
— "Jo/ vaga tristis Orestes I** It was suggested 
by Horace himself, that the most atrocious crimes 
which were invented by the genius of heathen fiction 
might be exculpated upon the plea of insanity. 

" An tu reris eum occisa insannisse parente ? 
Ac turn antd malts dementem actum FtmiSy quhm 
In matri9 juguh ferrum tepefecit acutum ? 
Quin, ex quo est, habitues male tutcd mentis Orestes 
Nil sanh fecit quod tu reprindere possis*** 

The liberation of Criminal Lunatics upon reco- 
very, suggests a very serious and difficult subject for 
consideration; inasmuch as the greatest possible pre- 
caution should be taken that the safety of the public 
shaU not be endangered by their being prematurely 
discharged. We have to bear in mind a very im- 
portant statistical fact ascertained by Dr. Thum- 
ham, viz., that the liability to a relapse or recur- 
rence of insanity, after recovery from a first attack, 
all things considered, can scarcely be estimated at 
less than 50 per cent., or one on every two cases 

* " Do you imagine that Orestes grew mad after the parricide, 
and was not distracted and haunted bj execrable Furies before he 
warmed the pointed dagger in his mother's blood ? JVoy, from 
the time that you supposed him out of his senses, he really did 
nothing that you can blame,** This curious passage occurs. Sat. 8, 
Book ii., L. 134, et, seq, Matthias Gesner subjoins the following 
note — " Furor non fuit poena parricidii sed causa,** Edinburgh. 
Ed. 1806. P. 377. 



154 MBEEATION OF CRIMINAL LUNATICS. 

discharged. **In round numbers," says Dr. Thum- 
ham, "of ten persons attacked by insanity, five 
recover, and five die sooner or later during the 
attack. Of the five who recover not more than two 
remain well during the rest of their lives; the 
other three sustain subsequent attacks, during which 
two at least of them die."* This liability to relapse, 
the prognosis of which can only be determined by 
the history of every case being carefully considered, 
must, in regard to Criminal Lunatics, be viewed in 
connection with the nature of the offence which 
they may have committed. The complaint has 
been, and I believe still is made, that Criminal 
Lunatics are detamed in County Asylums, and in 
other places, not only long after they have per- 
fectly recovered, but for a longer period than they 
would have been imprisoned if the judgment of the 
court had been pronounced in the usual way upon 
their conviction, without being stayed by the plea 
of insanity. Here again we must, I repeat, come 
back to some principle of classification. It may be 

* statistics of Insanity, Op. Cit., pp. 121-123. Dr. Thumliam 
very justly adds that, **altliougli the picture is an unfavourable 
one, it is very far from justifying the popular prejudice that 
insanity is virtually an incurable disease : the view which it pre- 
sents is much modified by the long intervals which often occur 
between the attacks ; during which intervals of mental health, 
in many cases of from ten to twenty years duration, the individual 
has lived in all the enjoyments of social life," 
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very proper, and indeed it is only just, to liberate 
upon their recovery from insanity persons who may 
have committed certain offences without violence or 
malice ; but in cases of murder, or attempts to mur- 
der under aggravated circumstances, particularly 
when the life of the Sovereign may have been assail- 
ed, the same course cannot with safety be adopted. 
It would be very hazardous to entrust such persons 
again with their liberty ; three out of five may in 
the ordinary course of nature, as we have seen, 
relapse, and then the homicidal propensity recur- 
ring, other lives may be endangered. 

Even Mr. Sampson, who conceives that the com- 
mission of crime is the result of some peculiar 
organization of the brain, and who, consequently, 
repudiates the idea of any punishment being inflicted 
upon criminals, admits that " the crime of murder 
should involve, as its penalty, the doom of per- 
petual imprisonment," He argues very justly that 
"although a person by whom it has once been 
committed may be apparently cured of the tendency, 
it can never be safely predicated that the impulse 
may not again arise under the sudden impulse of 
external excitement. He must be kept from tempta- 
tion, because the maniacal tendency may always be 
presumed to lurk in the system; and even if the 
patient were to be so far brought back to habits of 
self-controul as to be no longer dangerous, the pos- 
sibility of his transmitting the fatal tendency to 
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another generation should never be permitted. 
Although, therefore, in cases of murder, the con- 
finement of the patient should be eflfected with as 
much humanity as possible, it should never under 
any pretence be remitted. Every effort should be 
made to bring him to that state which should in- 
duce him to acknowledge the justice of his fate, and 
to be sensible that it is inflicted out of regard both 
for the welfare of himself and of society, and that 
revenge has no voice in the administration of his 
doom. That these measures would operate power- 
fully in deterring others from the commission of 
the crime by which they became necessary, is well 
instanced in the suppression of the regiddal mania 
which existed in France during the reign of Louis 
Philippe. In the early instances, the usual impoli- 
tic course of a revengeful trial and a sanguinary 
death was resorted to by the authorities; it was 
not imtil that course was abandoned, and one of the 
offenders was consigned to the obscurity of a pri- 
vate madhouse that the regicidal epidemic appears 
to have been stayed." * 

It has also been stated — and the charge I have 
reason to believe has been made with very little con- 
sideration — that many of the Criminal Limatics in 
Bethlehem Hospital have been there kept in con- 
finement long after they have sufficiently recovered, 

* Criminal Jurisprudence — Op. Cit., pp. 114, 115. The italics 
in the above quotation are Mr. Sampson's. 
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to be safely entrusted with their liberty * The case 
of Hadfield, who lately died, has been repeatedly 
cited ; and it has even been affirmed by a much- 
respected medical authority, that upon visiting the 
criminal wards of the Hospital this man appeared 
to be sane. Here, however, I would caution the 
visitors of Asylums that they ought to be very care- 
ful what conclusions they draw from seeing patients 
apparently tranquil and rational. " There are some 
insane persons (says Esquirol) so reasonable that it 
is necessary to live with them and to follow them in 
every action of their life before pronouncing them 
mad. Some of them know so well how to disguise 
their situation and to justify their actions that it 
becomes extremely difficult even for judges to pro- 
nounce whether they are insane or not.** t How im- 
possible, then, is it for casual visitors, in passing 
through the wards of a Lunatic Asylum, to form a 
correct judgment of the real mental state of any of 
the inmates around them 1 The same eminent phy- 
sician — Esquirol — in referring to the liberation of 
ordinary lunatics, makes the following very just 
observations : — " Amongst the numerous examples 
of insane persons, we meet with some individuals 

* Vide Appendix to "Martin's Acconnt of Bethlehem Hos- 
pitfil." JLoe. cit. 

t Obseryations on the Illusions of the Insane, and on the 
Medico Legal Question of their Confinement. By Esquirol. 
Edited by W. LiddeU.— London, 1833. P. 80. 
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who recover their reason as soon as they leave their 
home, and lose it again on their return. When 
restored to their usual habits, and left to themselves, 
they give themselves up to excesses, experience con- 
tradictions, become angry at what they see, dread 
the duties and customs of the world, and the bustle 
of business ; a thousand suspicions, troubles, and 
opposing occupations and feelings exalt or discou- 
rage them, and delirium breaks out. I have seen, 
at the Salpfitriere, women who could only be reason- 
able in the Hospital, and who anxiously begged to 
be re-admitted, feeling, after passing some days in 
their family, that they were about to become ill 
again.'' 

Upon inquiring into the history of Hadfield, it 
wiU be found, that although he had a perfect recol- 
lection of every incident connected with his attempt 
upon the life of George III., and describe^ with 
much enthusiasm the zeal with which the illustrious 
Erskine pleaded his defence, expressing the utmost 
gratitude towards him for his extraordinary exer- 
tions upon that memorable occasion; yet, in the 
recital itself of every trifling detail, he evinced a 
morbid pleasure not consonant with an exactly 
sane state of mind. He used to relate with much 
vivacity and self-satisfaction an anecdote which 
occurred at the doors of the theatre, which he con- 
sidered an excellent joke. In consequence of his 
Majesty's expected visit, an immense concourse of 
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people had assembled round the pit doors of the 
theatre, and when they were thrown open, the 
crowd made a prodigious rush — as might be sup- 
posed — into the house, in the midst of which a 
young woman, immediately behind Hadfield, cried 
out, " Oh, sir 1 the handle of your umbrella is run- 
ning into my breast." " But " — Hadfield was wont 
to add, laughing — " the handle of my umbrella was 
the butt end of the pistol 1 " 

There can be no doubt that this man was a very 
dangerous Lunatic, his homicidal propensities having 
been excited by religious delusions, which were sug- 
gested to his mind by another lunatic, who was a 
cobbler, named Bannister Truelock. It is impossible 
to account for the extravagance even of insane 
delusions. Hadfield imagined that he was to be Grod, 
and the cobbler Truelock, Satan, and that a happy 
change would then take place throughout the world. 
This millenium, Truelock persuaded Hadfield would 
be hastened by the death of the reigning Sovereign, 
and the deluded man forthwith fm*nished himself 
with a pistol to accomplish the projected deed. It 
should be remembered, however, that Hadfield, 
before this regicidal attempt, had betrayed the 
most inveterate homicidal propensities. One night 
he seized his own child — a boy of eight years 
of age — with the resolution of dashing his brains 
out, which he was prevented doing by the forci- 
ble interposition of the mother; and on several 
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occasions he threatened to murder his wife.* In a 
work entitled ^* Sketches of Bedlam," I find it stated 
that ^* Hadfield was confined, as a maniac, in the 
old Bethlem, where during his stay he killed a poor 
maniac named Benjamin Swain, by a stroke over 
his head, which tumbled him over a form and he 
died instantly. He contrived to make his escape 
from old Bethlem, but was apprehended at Dover, 
and for his better security was sent to Newgate, 
where he remained until the 8th November, 1816, 
when he was brought here." t As far as the appa- 
rent rationality of Hadfield was concerned it can 
not be received as any criterion of his sanity— or 
accepted as evidence that the homicidal propensity 
was at an end and would never recur ; he was, from 
the observations reported to me, by no means con- 
sidered safe by those who watched him ; he was often 
morose and sullen, gave way to gusts of passion 
and sudden impulses, which, bearing in mind his 
previous history, rendered him, in my opinion, a 
very imfit subject for liberation. 

The cases of Oxford and Captain Johnson — the 
nature of whose offences must be stiU fresh in 

* These particulars are detailed in " CoUinson's Treatise on the 
Law concerning Lunatics and Idiots" 2 vols. London. 1812. 
Vol. L, p. 487. 

t "Sketches in Bedlam; by a Constant Observer ; or Character- 
istic Traits of Lisanity." London, Sherwood. 1823. P. 112. 
It is generally believed that this work was written by the late 
John Haslam — Author of " Observations on Insanity" — ^formerly 
Eesident Apothecary at Bethlehem Hospital. 
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the recollection of the public— have also been made 
the subject of discussion and remonstrance,* and it 
has been argued that if their friends are willing to 
find security, that they shall leave the country upon 
liberation — it is hard upon them to be still kept in 
confinement. This proposition, however, if conceded, 
would not meet the difficulty. It is not easy to 
imagine any kind of security which shall guarantee 
the non-return of a man to any particular place 
when he is free to go where he pleases. But this is 
not all. If it be proved that he is dangerous at home, 
would it be consistent or right that the Government 
authorities should sanction his being sent abroad 
where it is possible he may carry with him the same 
homicidal propensity — eradicated as it might have 
been supposed — and peril the lives of innocent 
persons who would be utterly ignorant of his ante- 
cedents ? It may appear very severe to doom a man 
to perpetual confinement ; but in cases where murder 
has been committed, or malicious attempts to mur- 
der have been made, how otherwise can society be 
protected? It would be indelicate and improper for 
me to expatiate upon the peculiar features of any 
case under my charge in Bethlehem ; but this much 
I can very confidently affirm, that the Criminal Lu- 
natics — like other patients — receive every attention 
and kindness, and are provided with every condfort 

* Appendix to the Account of Bethlehem. 0/ cit, 

H 
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compatible with their situation. It should also be 
remembered, in reference to these two men, that if it 
had not been for the reformation which has recently 
taken place in the Criminal Laws of this coimtry, 
which has led to the present mild administration of 
our penal code, both of them would, unquestionably, 
have expiated their offences on the scaffold — a cir- 
cumstance which should disarm the hyper-criticism 
of those professed champions of humanity, who 
presume to make animadversions upon the treat- 
ment and liberation of this class of patients, without 
having any knowledge of their mental condition, 
or any means of appreciating the mischievous con- 
sequences which might ensue if their injudicious 
advice were adopted. 

There is one class of sufferers who have a pecu- 
liar claim upon our sympathies, — those imfortunate 
women, so considerately and humanely referred to 
by Lord St. Leonards, — who in a state of aberration, 
after confinement, destroy their own offspring. " I 
wUl not call it," said the noble Lord, "a crime, but a 
deed at which humanity shudders ; they ought to 
be placed in a hospital, and treated with the 
greatest possible care." It is too true, that the 
most amiable and gentle of her sex may in the 
agonies of childbirth— or some days afterwards, be 
attacked with puerperal mania, and commit infan- 
ticide. The act having been perpetrated, and the 
unhappy woman acquitted on the plea of iasanity, 
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she is, we will presume, sent under the Queen's 
Warrant to Bethlehem. How are such cases to be 
dealt with? The circumstances under which the 
fatal deed was perpetrated, the pains of labour — 
the fever — the delirium — the maniacal paroxysm 
being clearly proved, do not challenge dispute, or 
admit of contradiction. Nay, it is well known, 
that imder immediate and active medical treatment 
this form of insanity is more curable than any 
other, so that the young woman soon recovers her 
reason only to discover that she has destroyed her 
t^hild, and must be treated virtually as a prisoner 
for the remainder of her life. Nothing can be 
more truly melancholy and pitiable than her posi- 
tion — but what is to be done ? In her very next 
accouchement she is liable to a repetition of the 
same attack, notwithstanding every medical and 
domestic care may be taken that she shall be pro- 
perly treated, kept quiet, and continually watched. 
It would be the highest inhumanity and injustice, 
if upon her recovery, the sense of being under 
the ban of punishment were added to her bereave- 
ment and affliction: but it is necessary that this 
poor creature should be taken care of and pro- 
tected, as it were, — even from herself. How is 
this to be effected? 

It has been well shown by Dr. Tilt, that the 
development and decline of the ovarian and ute- 
rine functions at the two great epochs of woman's 

M 2 



164 LIBERATION AT CHANGE OF LIFE. 

life, materially affect her moral and mental con- 
dition ; and it has oCJcurred to me that after what 
is familiarly called "the change of life" has taken 
place, when the phenomena connected with utero- 
gestation are no longer liahle to he called into 
action, these unfortunate women may, in many 
cases, he safely entrusted with their liherty. We 
must, however, draw a distinction hetween the insane 
act, arising from a homicidal propensity, which may 
never thoroughly he suppressed, and an act which 
is the manifest consequence of a temporary attack of 
puerperal mania, the recurrence of which can only 
take place at, or soon after, the period of child-hirth. 
It is ohserved hy Dr. Tilt, that after the change- of 
life, " women are no longer hampered hy a hodily in- 
firmity periodically returning ; they are less suhject 
to he led astray hy a too ardent imagination, or hy 
wild flights of passion ever rising to he conquered, 
and the faculties of the mind hecome endowed with 
new vigour." * Happy should I he if this su^es- 
tion were the cause of any of these unfortunate 
persons heing liberated ; — no class of patients upon 
the recovery of their reason endure greater misery ; 
— and grateful would they he if they were permitted 
to pass the evening of their life in the society of 
those who may be dearest to them. 

The last suggestion which I will venture to make 

* Elements of Health and Female Hygiene. By E. J. Tilt, M.D. 
London, 1862. P. 343. 
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is, that the Criminal Lunatics of the country should 
be placed more immediately under the jurisdiction 
of the Commissioners in Lunacy, who should be 
armed with powers they do not at present possess. 
The position, indeed, of Criminal Lunatics is ex- 
tremely anomalous. The Secretary of State is the 
head of the administration of the Criminal Depart- 
ment of Government ; and the Commission in Lu- 
nacy — ^under the Lord Chancellor and Secretary of 
State — is at the head of the Lunacy Department. 
When, therefore, the Secretary of State issues his war- 
rant for the confinement of a Criminal Lunatic in 
an Asylum, the man is in reality transferred to the 
department of the Commissioners in Lunacy, who 
have the immediate supervision of Lunatics of every 
description, whether confined in Asylums, Hos- 
pitals, Prisons, Workhouses, or living, as single 
patients, in unlicensed Houses. When, by virtue 
of his being a convicted prisoner, the Secretary of 
State sends a criminal to a Lunatic Asylum to be 
cured of his insanity, it appears to me that the 
functions of the Secretary of State, as respects the 
lunacy of this man, are at an end ; — no longer a 
prisoner, he is now placed under the medical and 
moral treatment adopted in Asylums under the 
jurisdiction of the Commissioners in Lunacy. It is 
not to be supposed that the Secretary of State can 
enter into a variety of details connected with the 
subsequent treatment of the case ; — he may, it is 
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true, and frequently does, institute special inquiries ; 
— but more than this is required. 

Experience proves, that immediate and personal 
supervision is desirable in all lunatic asylums ; the 
Commissioners in Lunacy, therefore, ought to have 
the same jurisdiction over this class of patients as 
they have over other patients. They visit the 
asylums in which they are confined ; they see and 
converse with them, and may observe how they are 
progressing ; but they are not empowered to give 
any directions respecting their removal or discharge 
upon recovery. The Act of Parliament specially 
exempts them from having this power; and the 
result is, that Criminal Lunatics, who have re- 
covered their reason, remain in confinement, with- 
out notification of the circumstance being sent (as 
required by the Act of Parliament) to the Secre- 
tary of State.* Accordingly I would beg to suggest, 
that the Commissioners in Lunacy should have the 
same jurisdiction over Criminal as over other Luna- 
tics ; that they should be empowered to require the 
superintendents and medical oflicers of asylums to 
make a special return, at stated periods, to them of 
the bodily and mental state of health of every 
Criminal Lunatic so confined ; and, that the Com- 

* The neglect doubtless rests with the asylum authorities ; — 
that it does occur is certain ; — and the Commissioners, having this 
power vested in them, would ensure the objects contemplated by 
the Act 3 & 4 Vict., c. 54, being carried into effect. 
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missioners in Lunacy should be authorised to 
communicate with the Secretary of State on the 
subject, in order that such measures may be taken 
as might be deemed necessary for the discharge or 
removal of those who have recovered. The expe- 
diency of liberating Criminal Lunatics, under certain 
circumstances, upon recovery, has been well estab- 
lished by the experience of the Inspectors of Lunacy 
in Ireland. They state, in their last Eeport, that, 
" on mature consideration of the subject, they are in- 
clined to think, that were it merely to serve by way 
of example, and as an encouragement to good con- 
duct, it would be advisable occasionally to liberate 
recovered patients; but not without a minute 
examination into the antecedents of each case, and 
with a scrupulous regard to the feelings and just 
prejudices of the public." * 

It only remains for me briefly to recapitulate the 
principal suggestions which I have now had the 
honor of making ; they are as foUows : — 

First — ^That in the distribution of Criminal Luna- 
tics a principle of classification should be 
recognized, and that the highest class of 
offenders should, under the Queen'sWar- 
rant, be confined, either in Bethlehem or 
in some other recognized State Asylum. 

* Lunatic Asylums, Irelaad. Sixth General Report of the Dis- 
trict Criminal and Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland: with 
Appendices. Presented to both Houses of Parliament. Dublin, 
1853. P. 15. 
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Second — That Criminal Lunatics who have com- 
mitted oflfences of a minor description, 
should be confined under the Secretary 
of State's Warrant in the County 
Asylums which are established in the 
Counties to which they respectively be- 
long. 

Third — ^That — for the reasons above assigned, — 
it being inexpedient to erect a Central 
Lunatic Asylum ; every County Asylum 
should be required to provide a special 
ward and airing-court in connection 
with it, where the safe custody of this 
class of patients shall be ensured. 

Fourth— Thai the association of Criminal Lunatics 
with other patients must depend upon 
circumstances, which should be left to 
the discretion of the Superintendent or 
Medical Officer of the Asylum, whose 
reasons for allowing such association 
should in every case be submitted to 
the Commissioners in Lunacy for their 
consideration and approval. 

Fifth — ^That Convicts becoming insane in prisons 
should not be sent to County Asylums, 
but that a criminal ward, or some other 
appropriate place, in connection with 
the infirmary of the Prison, should be 
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appointed for the confinement of such 
patients, who should be placed under 
the immediate charge of the Medical 
Officer of the Prison, and there remain 
under his treatment until the term of 
their imprisonment has expired; a re- 
port of the case being at the same time 
forwarded to the Commissioners in Lu- 
nacy, to be^ by them transmitted to the 
Secretary of State. 
Sixth — That Criminal Lunatics, when received into 
Lunatic Asylums by the Warrant of the 
Secretary of State, should be placed 
under the immediate jurisdiction of the 
Commissioners in Lunacy, who should 
be empowered to require periodical re- 
ports from the Superintendents and 
Medical Officers of such Asylums re- 
specting their bodily and mental state 
of health, furthermore, that the Com- 
missioners in Lunacy should be empow- 
ered to take measures for the discharge 
of such Criminal Lunatics as recover 
their reason, whether by reporting their 
state of sanity to the Secretary of State, 
or otherwise; — and that they should 
have tlie entire control over the classi- 
fication and general management of this 
class of patients. 
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It only remains for me to add, that I submit 
these suggestions with great deference to the con- 
sideration and judgment of the Legislature and the 
authorities connected with the administration of 
the Laws of Lunacy, in the full assurance that, — de- 
sirous of ameliorating the condition of all classes of 
insane persons — they will readily listen to any propo- 
sitions which may be made with a view of removing 
the evils and inconveniences attendant upon the 
present distribution of our Criminal Lunatics ; and 
that they will duly appreciate any practical mea- 
sures which can be devised for organizing a better 
system for their future provision. 
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APPENDIX I. 

{to page 15.) 

Copy op the Queen's Warrant foe the Confinement op 
Criminal Lunatics in Bethlehem and other Asylums. 

"Whereas, # * # ^^ 

Indicted for * * * and being found 

bj a Jury duly taken in that behalf, to be Insane, the Court in 
pursuance of the Act of Parliament made and passed in the 39th 
and 40th years of the reign of King Gheorge the Third, did order 
the said * * * to be kept in 

strict custody until our pleasure should be known. And whereas 
hiunble suit hath been been made unto us to be graciously pleased 
to order the said • * to be removed 

from the Gaol of * # # • 

Wb, taking the premises into our royal consideration, do, by virtue 
of the before mentioned Act, hereby signify our pleasure, that you 
do receive the said • # * f^Q^ ^he said 

Oaol, and keep * ♦ in custody in the said Lunatic Asylum, 
until our further pleasure shall bo known : and for so doing this 
shall be your warrant. 

Given at our Court at St. James's the * * 

day of * * 18 in the * * 

Year of our Reign. 



To our Trusty and Well-beloved 

The * • * 

* ♦ * 

and all others whom it may concern. 



By her Majesty's command. 
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Copy op the Seceetaby of State's Warrant. 

The Right Honoeablb * * 

One of Her Majesty's Most Honorable Privy Council, 
and Principal Secretary of State, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Whereas, by an Act passed in the 6th and 7th years of 
Her Majesty's Eeign, intituled, "An Act for regulating the Prison 
at Millbank," It is enacted, that if any Convict in the said Prison 
shall become, or found, to be Insane during such confinement, 
upon the certificate of two Physicians or Surgeons, and shall be so 
reported by the Inspectors to one of Her Majesty's Secretaries of 
State, it shall be lawful for such Secretary of State, by warrant 
under his hand, to order that such Insane Convict shall be forth- 
with sent to such Lunatic Asylum as the said Secretary of State 
may think proper ; and Whereaa the Inspectors of the said Prison 
have reported to me that # * * 

♦ • ♦ 

I do, hereby, in pursuance of the before mentioned Act, authorize 
and require you to receive the said * * 

from the said Prison at Millbank, and keep * * in custody in 
the Criminal Lunatic Asylum in St. George's Fields, in the County 
of Surrey, there to remain until further order shall be made here- 
in : and for so doing this shall be your warrant. 

Given at Whitehall, the # * * 

day of * * in the * * 

year of Her Majesty's Eeign. 



To the Right Worshipful the President 
and Treasurer, and the Worshipful the 
Governors of Bethlem Hospital, and 
all others whom it may concern. 
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Copy of the Secretaby op State's Wabbant. 

The Eight Honorable * # # # 

one of Her Majesty's Most Honorable Privy Council, 
and Principal Secretary of State, 

&c, «fec. &c. 

Whebeas, by an Act passed in the third and fourth years of 
the reign of her present Majesty, intituled " An Act for making 
" further provision for the confinement and maintenance of Insane 
" Prisoners :" It is enacted, " That if any person while impri- 
** soned in any prison or other place of confinement, under any 
" sentence of death, transportation, or imprisonment, or under a 
" charge of any offence, or for not finding bail for good behaviour, 
*' or to keep the peace, or to answer a criminal charge, or in con- 
" sequence of any summary conviction, or order by any Justice or 
" Justices of the Peace, or under any other than civil process, 
" shall appear to be insane, it shall be lawful for any two Justices 
*' of the Peace of the county, city, borough, or plsyse, where such 
" person is imprisoned, to inquire, with the aid of two Physicians 
" or Surgeons, as to the insanity of such person ; and if it shall 
" be duly certified by such Justices, and such Physicians or Sur- 
" geons, that such person is insane, it shall be lawful for one of 
** her Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, upon receipt of 
" such certificate, to direct by warrant under his hand that such 
" person shall be removed to such County Lunatic Asylum, or 
** other proper receptacle for insane persons as the said Secretary 
" of State may judge proper and appoint." 

And whereas, it has been certified to me, under the hands of 

* * * * two Justices of the 

Peace, and under the hands of * * * * 

being persons authorized as aforesaid, that * * * 

* * * ♦ 

has become insane. — And whereas, the Criminal Lunatic Asy- 
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lum, in St. George's Fields, has been recommended to me as a fit 
and proper receptacle for the said lunatic. I do hereby, in pur- 
suance of the Act of Parliament aboye recited, authorize and 
direct you to cause the said * * * ♦ 

to be ♦ * * * * the said 

***** the said Lunatic 
Asylum, there to remain until further order shall be made herein. 
And for so doing, this shall be your warrant. 

Given at Whitehall, the * * day of * * 

in the * * year of her Majesty's reign. 



To the Eight Worshipful the President 
and Treasurer and the Worshipful the 
Goyernors of Bethlem Hospital, and 
all others whom it may concern. 



London ; D. Batten, Printer, Clapham Common. 
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** It would be unjust to conclude this notice without saying a few words in fttvour of 
Mr. Churchill, from whom the profession is receiving, it may be truly said, the most 
beautiful series of Illustrated Medical Works which has ever been published." — Lancet. 

** All the publications of Mr. Churchill are prepared with so much taste and neatness, 
that it is superfluous to speak of them in terms of commendation." — Edinburgh 
Medical and SurgiciU Journal. 

** No one is more distinguished for the elegance and rechercM style of his publica- 
tions than Mr. Churchill."— Proomcia/ Medical Journal. 

*' Mr. Churchill's publications are very handsomely got up : the engravings are 
remarkably well executed."— JDud/tn Medical Press. 

"The typography, illustrations, and getting up are, in aU Mr. Churchill's publi- 
cations, most beautiful."— ilf on^A/^ Journal of Medical Science. 

" Mr. Churchill's illustrated works are among the best that emanate from the 
Medical TreBB."— Medical Times. 

" We have before called the attention of both students and practitioners to the great 

advantage which Mr. Churchill has conferred on the profession, in the issue, at such a 

moderate cost, of works so highly creditable in point of artistic execution and scientific 

^ merit." — Dublin (Quarterly Journal. 
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Mr. Chorchill is the Publisher of the following Periodicals, offering to Authors a 
wide extent of Literary Annonneement, and a Medium of Advertisement, addressed to 
«n daises of the Profession. Oimmunications, Books for Reyibw, addressed to the 
^ re^ectiye Editors, an reeeived and duly forwarded by Mr. ChurchilL 

THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN MEDICO-CHIRURBICAL REVIEW; 

OB, 

QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE. 

Price Six Shillings. Nob. 1 to 25. 



THE MEDICAL TIMES AND GAZETTE. 

Published Weekly, price Sevenpence, or Stamped, Eightpence. 
Annual Subscription, £\, 10&, or Stamped, £\. lis, Sd., and regularly forwarded to all parts 

of the Kingdom. 
The Medical Times and Gazette is favoured with an amount of Literary and Scientific 
support which enables it to reflect fiilly the progress of Medical Science, and insure for it a 
character, an influence, and a circulation possessed at the present time by no Medical Peri- 
odical. 



THE HALF-YEARLY ABSTRACT OF THE 
MEDICAL SCIENCES. 

Being a Digest of the Contents of the principal British and Continental Medical Works; 
together with a Critical Report of the Progress of Medicine and the Collateral Sciences. 
Edited by W. H. Ranking, M.D., Cantab., and C. B. Radcliffb, M.D., Lond. Post 8vo. 
cloth, 6s. 6d. Vols. 1 to 18. 



THE JOURNAL OF PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDICINE 
AND MENTAL PATHOLOGY. 

Being a Quarterly Review of Medical Jurisprudence and Insanity. Edited by Forbes 
WiNSLow, M.D. Price Bs, 6d, Nos. 1 to 25. 



THE PHARMACEUTICAL JOURNAL. 

EDITED BY JACOB BELL, F.L.S., M.R.I. 

Published Monthly, price One Shilling. 

Under the sanction of the Pharmaceutical Society, whose Transactions form a 
distinct portion of each Number. 

*»* Vols. 1 to 12, bound in cloth, price \2s. 6d, each. 



THE DUBLIN MEDICAL PRESS. 

Published Weekly, Stamped, price Sixpence, free to any part of the Empire. 



THE LONDON AND PROVINCIAL MEDICAL DIRECTORY. 

Published Annually. 12mo. cloth, 7«. 6d. 
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Complete in Nine Fascicidi: imperial 4to., 208. each; 

half-bound m,orocco, giU tops, 91. 1 5s. ; 

whole bound morocco, lOl. lOs. 

PATHOLOOY OF THE HUMAN EYE. 

ILLUSTRATED IN A SERIES OP COLOURED PLATES, 
FROM ORIGINAL DRAWINGS. 

By JOHN DALRYMPLE, F.R.S., F.R.C.S. 

The Publislier has the high satisfaction of announcing the completion of this 
beautiful work. Mr. Dalrymple had revised the last proof sheet, and the Artist 
had finished the last plate, a few days only previous to the lamented death of the 
Author, who thus leaves a monument to his scientific reputation, and of his ardent 
devotion to his Profession. 

*' A work reflecting credit on the profession has been brought to a successfiil conclusion. Had Mr. 
Daliymple's life been spared but a few short months longer, the chorus of praise which now greets the 
completion of this great work would have fallen gratefully on his ear. The Publisher may well be proud 
of having issued such a work." — London Journal of Medicine. 

"The satisfaction with which we should have announced the completion of this unrivalled work is 
overclouded by the regret which we feel, in common with all who were acquainted with its distinguished 
and estimable author, at his early decease. The value of this work can scarcely be over-estimated : it 
realizes all that we believe it possible for art to effect in the imitation of nature." — British and Foreign 
Medico-Chirurgical Review. 



SUEGICAL ANATOMT. 

A Series of Dissections, illustrating the Principal Regions of the Human Body. 

By JOSEPH MACLISE, F.R.C.S. 

The singular success of this Work exhausted the First Edition of 1000 Copies 
within six months of its completion. 

The Second Edition, now in course of publication, Fasciculi I. to III. Imperial 
Folio, 68. each. 




PORTRAITS OF SKIN DISEASES. 

By ERASMUS WILSON, F.R.S. 

Fasciculi I. to XI., 20s. each. To be completed in Twelve Numbers. 

" May be truly designated a splendid performance. We can scarcely speak too strongly of the merits 
of this work." — British and Foreign Medico-ChirurgiciU Review, 

" We have never before seen a work more beautifully got up — they excel all other plates of diseases i f 
of the skin that have ever been published." — Lancet. i | 
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MR. Churchill's publications. 

MR. ACTON, MJ).C3. 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON DISEASES OF THE TIRmART 

AND OENERATIVK ORGANS OF BOTH SEXES, INCLUDING SYPHILIS. 

Second Edition. 8vo. cloth, '2i)8.\ or with Plates, 30ff. 

" Mr. Acton's work must be dUi(r<nitIy studied bv every practitioner who would desire to benefit 
instead of injurinp: his {laticnt; it has a distinctive and pre-emmentlv diagnostic value." — Med. Gazette. 

*' The present edition of Mr. Acton's work is very much enlargea, ana contains a most valuable coK 
lection or matter."— TAe Lancet. 

" We cannot too highly recommend this treatise; it should be found wbefever Surgery Li practised 
throughout the British Empire."— Prortnn'a/ MedicalJoumal. 



DR. ARMITAQE. 

HYDROPATHY AS APPLIED TO ACUTE DISEASE. 

Post 8yo. cloth, 39. 
DR. JAMES ARNOTT. 

ON THE REMEDIAL AGENCY OF A LOCAL ANiESTHENIC 

OR BENUMBING TEMPERATURE, in various painful and inflammatory Diseases. 
8vo. cloth, 4«. Qd. 

u. 

ON INDIGESTION; its Pathology and its Treatment, by the Local 

Application of Uniform and Continuous Heat and Moisture. With an Account of an 
improved Mode of applying Heat and Moisture in Irritative and Inflammatory Diseases. 
With a Plate. 8vo. 5*. 

III. 

PRACTICAL ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE TREATMENT OF 

OBSTRUCTIONS IN THE URETHRA, AND OTHER CANALS, BY THE 
DILATATION OF FLUID PRESSURE. 8vo. boards, 3». 



F. A. ABEL, F.C.8., 

PB0FK880B OF CBKMISTHT AT TBK BOTAL MILITABT ACADKMT» WOOLWICH ; AND 

C. L. BLOXAM, 

FOBMKBLY FIB8T ASSISTANT AT THE SOTAL COLLKGK OF CHBMISTBT. 

A HANDBOOK OF CHEMISTRY: theoretical, practical. 

» AND TECHNICAL. 8vo. cloth, 15«. 



DR. >A^ILLIAM ADDISON, F.R.8., P.L.8. 

ON HEALTHY AND DISEASED STRUCTURE, akd the Tede 

Principles of Trkatment for tub Curb of Disease, especially 0)Nhumption 
AND Scrofula, founded on Microscopical Analysis. 8vo. cloth, 12*. 
'* A work dewerving the perusal of everj one interested in the Icte rapid advmnce of phynology and 
pathology. ' *— Medico- Chirurgical Review. 

MR. ANDERSON, F.R.C.8. 

; HYSTERICAL, HTPOCnONDRIACAL, EPILEPTIC, AND .. 

OTHER NERVOUS AFFECTIONS; their Causes, Symptoms, and Treatment. 
8vo. cloth, 58, 

THE SYMPTOMS AND TREATMENT OF THE DISEASES OF 

PREGNANCY. Post 8vo. 4». 6rf. 
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MR. T. J. ASHTON, 

SURGEON TO THE BLENQEIM-STEEET DISPENSARY. 

ON THE DISEASES, INJUeIeS, AND MALFORMATIONS 

OF THE RECTUM AND ANUS. 8 vo. cloth. Just ready, 

A TEEATISE ON COENS AND BUNIONS, AND IN-GEOW- 

ING OF THE TOE-NAIL : their Causes and Treatment Post 8vo. cloth, 3*. 6<f. 

"A usefiil, well conceived, and clearly written little book on a pjunfiil class of afSictions, usually as 
troublesome to the surgeon as to his patient." — Dublin Medical Journal. 



MR. ATKINSON. 

MEDICAL BIBLIOGEAPHY. VoL l Royal 8vo. m. 

" We have never encountered so sin^^ular and remarkable a book. It unites the German research of 
a Plouquet with the ravings of Rabelais, — the humour of Sterne with the satire of Democritus, — ^the 
learning of Burton with the wit of Pindar." — Dr. Johnson* a Review. 

" In Mr. Atkinson, I have found a gentleman, and a man of varied talent, ardent and active, and of 
the most overflowing goodness of heart. In his retirement from an honourable profession (Medicine and 
Surgery), he knows not what the slightest approximation to ennui is. The heartiest of all the octoge- 
narians I ever saw, he scorns a stretch, and abhors a gape. It is 'up and be doinj^ ' with him from sun- 
rising to sunset. His library is suffocated with Koburgers, Frobens, the Ascensii, and the Stephens." 
— Dibdin*8 Northern Tour, 



DR. BASCOME. 

A HISTORY OF EPIDEMIC PESTILENCES, FROM THE 

EARLIEST AGES. Bvo. cloth, 8«. 

" This work appears very opportunely, and will no doubt attract a considerable share of attention." 
— Lancet. 

" This book will be found useful as a work of reference, as it contains a notice of all the most remark- 
able pestilences that have occurred from 1495 years before the birth of our Saviour to 1848." — Athen<Bum. 



MR. BATEMAN. 

MAjGrNACOPIA : a Practical Library of Profitable Knowledge, commu- 
nicating the general Minutiae of Chemical and Pharmaceutic Routine, together with the 
generality of Secret Forms of Preparations; including Concentrated Solutions of Camphor 
and Copaiba in Water, Mineral Succedaneum, Marmoratum, Silicia, Terro-Metallicum, 
Pharmaceutic Condensions, Prismatic Crystallization, Crystallized Aromatic Salt of Vine- 
gar, Spa Waters ; newly-invented Writing Fluids ; Etching on Steel or Iron ; with an 
extensive Variety of c^ catera. Third Edition. 18mo. 6s, 



MR LIONEL J. BEALE, M.R.C.S. 

THE LAW OF HEALTH IN THEIR RELATIONS TO MIND 

AND BODY. A Series of Letters from an Old Practitioner to a Patient Post 8vo. 
cloth, 7s. 6d. 

" We gladly welcome Mr. Beale's work. The observations are those of a most experienced and 
intelligent practitioner, and do equid credit to his head and heart. It is not to the lay reader only that 
Mr. Beale's work will be acceptable, and we augur for it an extensive popularity." — Lancet. 

"Although addressed to the public, a vast variety of excellent practical matter is contiuned in it, which 




and maturity of mmd and bodv. Mr. Beale's volume is calculated to make a favourable impression 
the minds of all intelligent readers."— Dublin Quarterly Journal. 




MR. Churchill's publications. s 

MR. BEA8LEY. 

THE DRUGGISTS' GENERAL RECEIPT-BOOK: comprising a 

copious Veterinary Formulary and Table of Veterinary Materia Medica ; Patent and 
Proprietary Medicines, Druggists' Nostrums, &c. ; Perfumery, Skin Coonetics, Hair 
Cosmetics, and Teeth Cosmetics ; Beverages, Dietetic Articles, and Condiments ; Trade 
Chemicals, Miscellaneous Preparations and Compounds used in the Arts, &c.; with 
useful Memoranda and Tables. Third Edition. 18mo. cloth, 6«. 

" The ' General Receipt Book' is an exteniive appendix to the ' Pocket Formulary.' No Fharma- 
ceutist who poMcsses the latter ought to be without the former, for the two form a ctnnplete Counter 
Companion. — Annals of Pharmacy. 

THE POCKET FORMULARY AND SYNOPSIS OF THE 

BRITISH AND FOREIGN PHARMACOPCEIAS ; comprising standard and 
approved Formulae for the Preparations and Compounds employed in Medical Practice. 
Fifth Edition, corrected and enlarged. 18mo. cloth, 6«. 

" Extremely usefid as an adjunct to the shop library ; a pocket Pharmacopoeia Univeraalis, containing, 
in addition to the oflScinal formulse, those magistral preparationa which are so continually required at t£t 
hands of the dispenser." — Annais of Cheminry and Pharmacy. 



DR. OB. BELLINQHAM. 

ON ANEURISM, AND ITS TREATMENT BY COMPRESSION. 

12mo. cloth, 4s. 

" In our opinion, he has conferred a signal benefit upon the art of surgery by his improvement of the 
mode of employing pressure, and upon the science by his ingenious and ptulosophical exposition of its 
operation. " — Medico-Chirurgical Hemew, 



DR. HENRY BENNET, 

OBSTKTKIC PHYSICIAN TO THB WBSTBKN DISPBNSAST. 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON INFLAMMATION AND 

OTHER DISEASES OF THE UTERUS. Third Edition, revised, with additions. 
8vo. cloth, 12s. 6d. 

" We are firmly of opinion, that in proportion as a knowledge of uterine diseases becomes more appre- 
ciated, this work will be proportionally established as a text-book in the profession."— Iiance^. 



JAMES BIRD, M.D., 

LATE PHTSICIAN-GBNEBAL, BOMBAY. 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE PATHOLOGY AlfD 

TREATMENT OF RHEUMATISM, NEURALGIA, AND COGNATE DIS- 
EASES, usually called Pseudo-Syphiloid. Post 8vo. Nearly ready. 



DR. BLAKISTON, F.R.S., 

LATE PHYSICIAN TO THB BIBMIMGHAM GENBBAL HOSPITAL. 

PRACTICAL OBSEEVATIONS ON CERTAIN DISEASES OF 

THE CHEST; and on the Principles of Auscultation. 8vo. cloth, 12». 

" Dr. Blakiston's production not only gives him a place in the rather thin ranks of sound and accom- 
plished physicians, possessed of a true notion of the importance of their science, and of the meana by 
which It should be cultivated, — but adds to English Medical Literature one of the few really inductive ^ 
works by which it is vAomt^.^—Medico-Chwurgical Retfiew. «| 
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DR. QOLDINQ BIRD, F.R.S. 

UEINAEY DEPOSITS; THEIR DIAGNOSIS, PATHOLOGY, 

AND THERAPEUTICAL INDICATIONS. With Engravings on Wood. Fourth 
Edition. Post 8vo. cloth, 10s. 6d. 

II. 

ELEMENTS OF NATUEAL PHILOSOPHY; being an Experimental 

Introduction to the Study of the Physical Sciences. Illustrated with numerous Engrav- 
ings on Wood. Fourth Edition. By Goldino Bird, M.D., F.R.S., and Chables 
Brooke, M.B. Cantab., F.R.S. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 125. 6rf. 



DR. JOHN \W. F. BLUNDELL. 

MEDICINA MECHANICA ; or, the Theory and Practice of Active and 
Passive Exercises and Manipulations in the Cure of Chronic Disease. Post 8vo. cloth, 6s, 



MR. JOHN E. BONA/MAN, 

PROFESSOR OF PRACTICAL CHEMISTRY IN KINO'S COLLEGE, LONDON. 
I. 

PEACTICAL CHEMISTEY, including Analysis. With numerous lUus- 

trations on Wood. Foolscap Bvo. cloth, 6s. 6d, 

" One of the most complete manuals that has for a long time been given to the chemical student. 
Every process is indicated with clearness, and the manipulatory details are assisted by an extensive series 
of woodcuts." — Atherueum. 

II. 

A HAND-BOOK OF MEDICAL CHEMISTRY; with illustrations on 

Wood. Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, Gs. 6d, 

** We have examined this treatise, and we can recommend it to the student as a useful elementary 
guide. The illustrations are numerous and accurate, and well calculated to aid diagnosis. ''^Jlfe</tca/ 
Gazette. 

DR. JAMES BRIGHT. 

ON DISEASES OF THE CHEST AND AIR PASSAGES; 

with a Review of the several Climates recommended in these Affections. Second Edi- 
tion. Post 8vo. cloth, 78, 6d, 

DR. BUDD. F.R.8., 

PROFESSOR OF MEDICINE IN KING'S COLLEGE, LONDON. 

ON DISEASES OF THE LITER. 

Illustrated with Coloured Plates and Engravings on Wood. Second Edition. 8vo. cloth, IBs, 

" In Dr. Budd's work the practitioner will find abundant instructions upon symptoms and treatment. 
We hope the specimen we have exhibited will induce many to search the work for themselves." — Lancet. 

DR. NA/ILLOUQHBY BURSLEM, 

SENIOR PHYSICIAN TO THE BLENHEIM STREET DISPENSARY. 

J. PULMONARY CONSUMPTION AND ITS TREATMENT. Post .. 

Bvo. cloth, 5«. 
' We find a series of original and important observations on the state of the periodical functions of 
the female in relation to the development and treatment of phthisis, and a commentwry on the various 

Ehenomena of the disease, which impress us with the conviction that the author is as painstaking in his 
terary pursuit of knowledge as he is evidently a practical physician." — Lancet, 
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DR. BU8HNAN. 
I. 

HOMCEOPATHY MD THE HOMCEOPATHS. 

Fcap. 8to. doth, 6$, 
u, 

MISS MARTINEAU AND HER MASTER 

Fcap. 8to. 5t, 



DR. CARPENTER, P.R.8. 
I. 

PRINCIPLES OF HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY. With numeronB Bins- 

trations on Steel and Wood. Fourth Edition. 8yo. cloth, 28*. 

II. 

PRINCIPLES OF PHYSIOLOGY, GENERAL AND COMPA- 

RATIVE. Illustrated with 321 Engravings on Wood. Fourth Edition. In Ihe Press. 

" It is our opinion that, whether for reference or study in the subiect to which it especially refers, no 
better book than Dr. Carpenter's ' Principles of Physiology, General and Comparatiye,' can be placed 
in the hands of student or practitioner." — Medical Gazette. 

" This is a truly admirable digest of General and ComparatiTe Physiology. "We cong^ratulate the 
professional public and the student on the possession of a book which will enable them to connect their 
anatomical and physiological knowledge with the whole range of the natural sciences." — Edinburgh 
Monthly Journal. 

" The recent progress of the science of Physiology has been nowhere better marked in the literature 
of this country than in the works of Dr. Carpenter."— il^A«n«f/m. 

III. 

A MANUAL OF PHYSIOLOGY. with numerous niufltrations on 

Steel and Wood. Second Edition. Fcap. 8yo. cloth, 128. 6d. 

" Dr. Carpenter has brought up his Manual, in this new and beautiful edition, to the present state of 
physiological science. The work u complete. We recommend it as an admirable text-book." — London 
Journal of Medicine. 

** We can strongly recommend this volume to the student. This second edition contains the latest 
additions to physiological science." — Medical Gazette. 



MR. ROBERT B. CARTER, M.R.C.8. 

THE PATHOLOGY AND TEEATMENT OF HYSTEEIA. 8to. 

cloth, 4«. 6d. 

MR. H. T. CHAPMAN, F.R.C.S. 

THE TEEATMENT OF OBSTINATE TJLCEES AND CTJTA- 

NEOUS ERUPTIONS OF THE LEG WITHOUT CONFINEMENT. Second 

Edition. Post 8vo. cloth, 3s. 6d. 

" Mr. Chapman has done much by directing the attention of the profession to the advantages of this 
combined treatment. We have read his work with much pleasure, and have used the compress, straps 
of linen, and roller, as directed, and have found them to answer admirably well."— D«*/«n Quarterly 
Medical Journal. 



DR. JOHN GREEN CROSSE, F.R.8. 

CASES IN MIDWIFEEY, arranged, with an Introduction and Remarks 
by Edward Copbmait, M.D., F.R.C.S. 8vo. cloth, 7s. 6d. 
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DR. Q. C. CHILD. 

ON INDIGESTION, AND CEETAIN BILIOUS DISOEDEES 

OFTEN CONJOINED WITH IT. Second Edition. 8vo. cloth, 6«. 



SIR JAMES CLARK, M.D., BART., 

PHYSICIAN TO THE QUEKN. 

THE SMATIYE INFLUENCE OF CLIMATE. With an Account 

of the Principal Places resorted to bj Invalids in England, South of Europe, the Colo- 
nies, &c. Fourth Edition, revised. Post 8vo. cloth, 10s. 6d, 



MR. J. PATERSON CLARK, M.A., 

DENTIST EXTSAOKDINAKT TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCE ALBERT. 

THE ODONTALGIST; OE. HOW TO PEESEEYE THE TEETH, 

CURE TOOTHACHE, AND REGULATE DENTITION FROM INFANCY 
TO AGE. With plates. Post 8vo. cloth, 5s. 



DR. CONOLLY. 

y THE CONSTEUCTION AND GOYEENMENT OF LMATIC ;; 

ASYLUMS AND HOSPITALS FOR THE INSANE. With Plans. PostSvo. 
cloth, 6s, 

MR. BRANSBY B. COOPER, F.R.S., 

SENIOR SURGEON TO GUY*8 HOSPITAL. 

LECTUEES ON THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF SUE- 

GERY. 8vo. cloth, 21s. 

" Mr. Cooper's book has reminded us, in its easj style and copious detail, more of Watson's Lectures, i i 
and we should not be surprised to see it occupy a sunilar position to that weU-known work in professional 
estimation." — Medical Times. 



MR. \W. NWHITE COOPER, 

OPHTHALMIC SURGEON TO ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL. 

ON NEAE SIGHT, AGED SIGHT, IMPAIEED YISION, 

AND THE MEANS OF ASSISTING SIGHT. With 31 Illustrations on Wood. 
Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 7s. 6d, 

MR. COOPER, 

LATE PROFESSOR OF SURGERY IN THE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, LONDON. 

A DICTIONARY OF PRACTICAL SURGERY; comprehending aU 

the most interesting Improvements, from the Earliest Times down to the Pres^it Period. 
Seventh Edition. One very thick volume, 8vo., II, 10s. 

MR. COOLEY. 

COMPREHENSIVE SUPPLEMENT TO THE PHARMACOPCEDIS. 

i THE CYCLOPEDIA OF PRACTICAL RECEIPTS, AND COL- ;; 

* LATERAL INFORMATION IN THE ARTS, MANUFACTURES, AND ^ 

i TRADES, INCLUDING MEDICINE, PHARMACY, AND DOMESTIC ECO- 

jt NOMY ; designed as a Compendious Book of Reference for the Manu&cturer, Trades- § ! 

^ man, Amateur, and Heads of Families. Third Edition. In the Press, 
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SIR ASTLEY COOPER, BART., F.R.8. 



A TEEATISE ON DISLOCATIONS AND FEACTURES OF 

THE JOINTS. New Edition, much enlarged. Edited by BRANSBY B. COOPER, 
F.R.S. With 126 Engravings on Wood, by Bagg. 8vo. cloth, 20s. 

" In this work we find the last, the most matured views of its venerable author, who, with unexam- 
pled seal, continued to almost the last moment of his life to accumulate materials for perfecting hia 
works. Every practical surgeon must add the present volimie to his library. The graphic, the almoat 
speaking force of the unequalled illustrations, the copious addition of valuable and instructive cases, 
combine to render the present edition indispensable." — British and Foreign Medical Reeiew, 

ON THE STRTJCTURE AND DISEASES OF THE TESTIS. 

Illustrated with 24 highly-finished Coloured Plates. Second Edition. Royal 4to. 
Reduced from £3. 3^. to £l. 10*. 



DR. COTTON, 

A8SI8TANT-PHT8ICIAN TO THE HOSPITAL FOK CONSUMPTION, BBOMPTON. 

I. 

ON CONSUMPTION: its Nature, Symptoms, and Treatment. To 
which Essay was awarded the Fothergillian Gold Medal of the Medical Society of 
London. 8vo. cloth, Ss. 

" Notwithstanding the hackneyed nature of the subject, and the multitude of works which have 
appeared upon phthisis, the present work is of very considerable interest, from the clear and simple 
manner in which it is arrangea, and from the use made by the author of the ample materials placed at 
his disposal at the Brompton Hospital."— ilfecfica/ Times. 

II. 

PHTHISIS AM) THE STETHOSCOPE: a concise Practical Guide 

to the Physical Diagnosis of Consumption. Foolscap 8vo. doth, 3s. 6rf. 



tains the results of long and careful observation, wil ^ 

method of treatment. "—J^dtn^r^A Medical and Surgical Journal, 
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MR. 00UL80N, 

8UKGKON TO ST. MART'S HOSPITAL. 

ON DISEASES OF THE BLADDER AND PEOSTATE GLAND. 

The Fourth Edition, revised and enlarged. 8yo. cloth, lOs, 6d, 

" Mr. Coulson's work may be stated to be full and practical, to fill a vacant space in Medical Litera- 
ture, and to be highly valuable to both students and practitioners." — Medical Times. 

"The practical and comprehensive character of Mr. Coulson's volume claims for it a place in the 
library of every surgeon who desires to be on a level with modem improvements."— Xrondon Journal of 
Medicine. '' 

ON LITHOTEITT AND LITHOTOMY; with Engravings on Wood. 

8vo. cloth, 8s. 



MR. CRITCHETT, F.R.C.S. 

i ON THE CAUSES AND TEEATMENT OF ULCEES OF THE i 

LOWER EXTREMITY. Bvo. cloth, 5«. 

We earnestly recommend this treatise to the study of surgeons : it is eminentlv practical, and con- 

ithout any taint of the empincal advocacy of one 
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DR. HERBERT DAVIES, 

SENIOR PHTSICIAM TO THE &OTAL INPISMART FOR DISEASES OF THE CHEST. 

ON THE PHYSICAL DIAGNOSIS OF DISEASES OF THE 

lungs and heart. Second Edition. In the Press. 



DR. TOOQOOD DONWNINQ. 

NEURALGIA: its various Forms, Pathology, and Treatment. The 
Jaoksonian Prize Essay fob 1850. 8vo. cloth, 10s. 6d, 



DR. DRUITT, F.R.C.8. 

THE SURGEON'S VADE-MECUM; with numerous Engravings on 
Wood. Sixth Edition. Foolscap 8vo. cloth, 12«. 6d. 



DR. JAMES F. DUNCAN. 

POPULAR ERRORS ON THE SUBJECT OF INSANITY EXA- 

MINED AND EXPOSED. FooUcap 8vo. cloth, 4s. 6d. 



DR. DUNDA8, 

PHTSICIAN TO THE NORTHERN HOSPITAL, LIVERPOOL, ETC. 

SKETCHES OF BRAZIL; including New Views on Tropical and 
European Fever; with Remarks on a Premature Decay of the System, incident to Euro- 
peans on their Return from Hot Climates. Post 8vo. cloth, 9s, 



DR. JOHN C. EQAN, 

FORMERLY SURGEON TO THE WESTMORELAND LOCK HOSPITAL. 

SYPHILITIC DISEASES: their pathology, diagnosis, * 

AND TREATMENT : including Experimental Researches on Inoculation, as a Diffe- 
rential Agent in Testing the Character of these Affections. 8vo. cloth, Bs, 
" This is an interesting practical work, and as such it is worthy of the attention of the profession." — 
Lancet. 



SIR JAMES EYRE, M.D. 

THE STOMACH AND ITS DIFFICULTIES. Second Edition. 

Post 8vo. cloth, 58. 

PRACTICAL EEMAEKS On"' SOME EXHAUSTING DIS- 

EASES. Second Edition. Post 8vo. cloth, 48. 6d 



MR. FERQUSSON, F.R.S., 

PROFESSOR OF SURGERY IN KING'S COLLEGE, LONDON. 

A SYSTEM OF PRACTICAL SURGERY; with nnmerous lUus- 

trations on Wood. Third Edition. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 12s. 6rf. . 



DR. ERNEST VON FEUCHTERSLEBEN. 

^ DIETETICS OF THE SOUL. Translated from the Seventh German 
9 Edition. Foolscap 8vo. cloth, Ss, 



r 



MB. Churchill's publications. 



DR. D. J. T. FRANCIS. 

CHANGE OF CLIMATE ; considered as a Remedy in Dyspeptic, Pul- 

moimry, and other Chronic Affections; with an Account of the most Eligible Places of : 

Residence for Invalids in Spain, Portugal, Algeria, &c, at different Seasons of the Tear; ; 

and an Appendix on the Mineral Springs of the Pyrenees, Vichy, oad Aix les Bains. | 

Post 8vo. cloth, 8». 6d. , 



MR. FRENCH, F.R.C.S.. 

BUBOBON TO THB INFIBMABT OF ST. JAMBS'S, WBSTMIHBTBm. 

THE NATURE OF CHOLEEA INYESTIGATED. Second EditioiL 

8vo. cloth, is. 



C. REMIQIUS FRESENIUS. 

ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTION IN CHEMICAL ANALYSIS, 

AS PRACTISED IN THE LABORATORY OF GIESSEN. Edited by LLOYD 
BULLOCK, late Student at Giessen. 

Qualitative; Third Edition. 8vo. cloth, 9*. 

Quantitative. Second Edition. In the Press, 

" I can confidently recommend this work, from my own personal experience, to all who arc denrous of 
obtaining instruction in analysis, for its simplicity and usefulness, and the facility with which it may be 
apprehended."— Baron Liebig. 



MR. FONA/NES, PH. D., F.R.S. 

I. 

A MANUAL OF CHEMISTRY; with numerous lUustrations on Wood. 

Fourth Edition. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, I2s. 6d. 

Edited by H. Bencb Jones, M.D., F.R.S., and A. W. Hopmahn, Ph.D., F.R.S. 
" An admirable exposition of the present state of chemical science, simply and clearly written, and 
displaying a thorough practical knowledge of its details, as well as a profound acquaintance with its 
principles. The illustrations, and the whole getting- up of the book, merit our highest praise. ' ' — BrUish 
and Foreign Medical Review. 

II. 

THE ACTONIAN PRIZE ESSAY OF 100 GUINEAS, 

AWABOED by the committee of the BOTAL institution of GBBAT BBITAIIf. 

CHEMISTRY, AS EXEMPLIFYING THE WISDOM AND 

BENEFICENCE OF GOD. Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 4«. 6d. 

HI. 

INTRODUCTION TO QUALITATIYE ANALYSIS. Post 8yo. cloth, 2*. 

IV. 

CHEMICAL TABLES. FoHo, price 2*. 6e?. 



DR. FULLER, 

ASSISTANT.PHTSICIAN TO ST. GEOBGES'S HOSPITAL. 

ON RHEUMATISM, RHEUMATIC GOUr, AND SCIATICA: 

their Pathology, Symptoms, and Treatment 8vo. cloth, 12s. 6rf. 

*' We have been much pleased by the perusal of Dr. Fuller's interesting volume. The views it 
enforces are sound and judicious, and are based upon that foundation on which all doctrines in medicine 
ought to rest— namely, clinical experience." — Medical Times and Gazette. 

" We would particularly recommend a careful perusal of Dr. Fuller's pages, for in them will be found 
much sound and practical information, drawn from a large field of observation and experience." — 
Lancet. 
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DR. QAIRDNER. 

ON GOUT ; its History, its Causes, and its Cure. Second Edition. Post 
8vo. cloth, 7s. 6d, 

" No one can rise from the perusal of Dr. Gairdner's treatise without the conviction that it contains a 
trustworthy history of the disease, — that it conveys sound directions for treatment, — and that it is the 
work of a physician who, amid the wearying toil of a large and successful practice, keeps himself 
thoroughly conversant with all the recent advances in physiological science, both at home and abroad. *' 
— Medical Times. 



MR. QALLONA/AY, 

THE FIRST STEP IN CHEMISTRY. Post 8vo. doth, 3.. 

" We heartily commend this unpretending and useful work to the heads of scholastic establishments, 
and to others who are anxious to initiate their pupils into the principles of a most fascinating and most 
useful branch of human knowledge." — London Journal of Medicine. 

A MANUAL OF QUALITATIYE ANALYSIS. Post Svo. cloth, 4«. 

" This is really a valuable little book. We have not for a long time met with an introductory Manual 
which so completely fulfils its intention." — Athenteum. 



DR. QAVIN. 

ON FEIGNED AND FICTITIOUS DISEASES, chiefly of Soldiers 

and Seamen ; on the means used to simulate or produce them, and on the best Modes of 
discovering Impostors; being the Prize Essay in the Class of Military Surgery in the 
University of Edinburgh. 8vo. cloth, 9s, 



DR. QLOVER. 

ON THE PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF SCEOFULA; 

being the Forthergillian Prize Essay for 1846. With Plates. 8vo. cloth, 10s. 6d. 



MR. GRAY, M.R.C.S. 

PRESERVATION OF THE TEETH indispensable to Comfort and 
Appearance, Health, and Longevity. l8mo. cloth, 3^. 

" This small volume will be found interesting and useful to every medical practitioner, the heads of 
families, and those who have the care of children ; while parsons who have lost teeth will be made aware 
of the cause, and enabled to judge for themselves of the rationale of the principles pointed out for their 
replacement, and preservation of the remainder." 



MR. GRIFFITHS. 

CHEMISTRY OF THE FOUR SEASONS -Spring, Summer, 
Autumn, Winter. Illustrated with Engravings on Wood. Second Edition. Foolscap 
8vo. cloth, 73, 6d, 

** This volume oombines, in an eminent denee, amusement with instruction. The laws and properties 
of those wonderful and mysterious agents—heat, li|;ht, electricity, galvanism, and magnetism, are ap- 
propriately discussed, and their influence on vegetation noticed. We would especially recommend it to 
youths commencing tiie study of medicine, both as an incentive to their natural curiosity, and an intro- 
duction to several of those branches of science which will necessarily soon occupy theu attention." 

BritiBh and Fin'eign Medical Revieto, ' ^' «enuon. 
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DR. QULLY. 

I. 

THE WATER CURE IN CHRONIC DISEASE : an Exposition of 

the Causes, Progress, and Terminations of various Chronic Diseases of the Viscera, Nervous 
System, and Limbs, and of their Treatment by Water and other Hygienic Means. 
Fourth Edition. Foolscap 8vo. sewed, 2s, 6d. 

n. 

THE SIMPLE TREATMENT OF DISEASE; deduced from the 

Methods of Expectancy and Revulsion. 18mo. cloth, 4s. 



GUY'S HOSPITAL EEPOETS. VoLVIIL Part IL, 7.., with Plates. 

CONTENTS. 

1. On the Treatment to be adopted in Wounds in Arteries and Traumatic Aneurism. 

By the late Beansbt B. Cooper, F.R.S. 

2. Cases of Bright^s Disease, with Remarks. By Samuel Wiles, M.D. 

3. Case of Foreign Body introduced into the Bladder. By C. Steel. With a Plate. 

4. Saccharine Matter; its Physiological Relations in the Animal Economy. By Fbbd. 

William Pavt, M.B. With Plate. 

5. On Dentine of Repair, and the Laws which Regulate its Formation. By S. James 

A. Salter, M.B., F.L.S. With Plates. 

6. Notes on the Development and Design of Portions of the Cranium; being a Selection 

from the Lectures on Anatomy by John Hilton, F.R.S. With Plates. 

7. Cases of Laceration of the Perinaeum and Procidentia of the Uterus and Rectum, 

remedied by Operation. By John C. W. Lever, M.D. 

8. Half Yearly Report of all the Cases admitted into Guy's Hospital, from the Com- 

mencement of April to October, 1853. Medical Report by Samuel Wiles, M.D.; 
Surgical Report by A. Poland, Esq. 

9 . Conclusion of a Case of Intestinal Obstruction treated by Operation. By J. Hilton, 
F.R.S. 



MR. GUTHRIE, F.R.8. 

THE ANATOMY OF THE BLADDEE AND OF THE UEETHEA. 

Third Edition. 8vo. cloth, 5s, 

ON INJURIES OF THE HEAD AFFECTING THE BEAIN, 

AND ON HERNIA. 4to. boards, 7s. 

III. 

^ ON WOUNDS AND INJURIES OF THE CHEST. 8vo. cloth, 

4s, 6d, 



DR. QUY, 

PHTSICIAM TO king's COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 

^ HOOPER'S PHYSICIAN'S VADE-MECUM; OR, MANUAL OF f 

THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF PHYSIC. New Edition, considerably 
enlarged, and re- written. Foolscap 8vo. cloth, 125. 6d, 
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DR. MARSHALL HALL, F.R.S. 

PEACTICAL OBSEEVATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS IN MEDI- 

CINE. Post 8vo. cloth, 8s. 6d. 
DITTO. Srtottlr Srttea. Post 8vo. cloth, 8». 6d. 

*' The work affords fruits of the mental energy of an observer who is anything but content to follow 
the beaten path where more successful roads ue open before him. It is not a work of speculative 
dreamy philosophy, but of sound practicid common sense, and as such will recommend itself to the 
judicious practitioner. ' *— Northern Journal of Medicine. 

MR. HARE, M.R.C.S. 

PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE PREVENTION, 

CAUSES, AND TREATMENT OF CURVATURES OF THE SPINE; with 
Engravings. Third Edition. 8vo. cloth, 6*. 



MR. HARRISON, F.R.C.S. 

THE PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF STRICTURE OF 

THE URETHRA. 8vo. cloth, 7s. 6rf. 

MR. JAMES B. HARRISON, F.R.O.S. 

ON THE CONTAMINATION OF WATER BY THE POISON 

OF LEAD, and ita Effects on the Human Body. Foolscap 8vo. Ss. 6d. 



MR. F. MSf, HEADLAND, B^., M.R.C.S. 

ON THE ACTION OF MEDICINES; OE. THE MODE IN 

WHICH THERAPEUTIC AGENTS INTRODUCED INTO THE STOMACH 
PRODUCE THEIR PECULIAR EFFECTS ON THE ANIMAL ECONOMY. 
Being the Prize Essay to which the Medical Society of London awarded the Fothergillian 
Gold Medal for 1852. Second Edition. In the Press, 

" Mr. Headland's book is very creditable to his talents ; it displays in every page the evidence of 
extensive knowledse and of sound reasoning.'' — Medical TSmes. 

" This is a book after the critic's own heart. Treating of a subtle point, which has in almost all 
ages and countries occupied the attention of medical and chemical philosophers, Mr. Headland has 
struck out a path for himself, and has thereby not only shown how much remained to be done, how 
many of our hypotheses as to the action of medicines were grounded on the insecure foundation of bare 
assertion, but by his laborious essay has put the present views of therapeutists in a clear li^ht, and by 
his own experiments and observations has removed some of the many deep obscurities which have so 
long surrounded the subject." — Lancet. 



MR. HIQQINBOTTOM, F.R.C.8. 

ADDITIONAL OBSEEYATIONS ON THE NITEATE OF SIL- 

VER; with full Directions for its Use as a Therapeutic Agent. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

AN ESSAY ON THE USE OF THE NITEATE OF SILYEE 

IN THE CURE OF INFLAMMATION, WOUNDS, AND ULCERS. Second 
Edition. Price 5«. 

THE HAEMONIES OF PHYSICAL SCIENCE IN EELATION 

TO THE HIGHER SENTIMENTS; with Observations on Medical Stridies, and on 
the Moral and Scientific Relations of Medical Life. Post 8vo., cloth, 5«. 
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DR. JAMES HOPE, F.R.8. 

ON DISEASES OF TEE HEAET AND GREAT VESSELS. 

Fourth Edition. Post 8vo. cloth, 10«. 6d. 
"This is a new edition of the late Dr. Hope's well-known treatise, reduced in size and price. To 
those who are desirous of possessing this truly standard work, we would strongly recommend the present 
edition." — Provincial Medical Journal, 



MR. THOMAS HUNT, M.R.O.S. 

THE PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF CEETAIN DIS- 

EASES OF THE SKIN, generally pronounced Intractable. IlluBtrated by upwards 
of Forty Cases. 8vo. cloth, 6a, 

" We have found Mr. Hunt's practice exceedingly successful in severe obstinate cases."— BratYA- 
waite*8 Retrospect of Medicine. 

"The facts and views he brings forward eminently merit attention.**— British and Foreign Medical 
Review. 

DR. ARTHUR JACOB, F.R.C.S., 

PBOFESSOa OF ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY IN THE KOYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS IN IRELAND. 

A TREATISE ON THE INFLAMMATIONS OF THE EYE-BALL. 

Foolscap 8vo. cloth, Bs, 

It includes the Description and Treatment of the Idiopathic, Scrofulous, Rheumatic, 
Arthritic, Syphilitic, Oonorrhoeal, Post-febrile, and Neuralgic Species ; as well as the 
circumscribed Inflammations of the Cornea, Membrane of the Aqueous Humour, Choroid, 
Crystalline Lens and Retina; and also Inflammation from Injury, with the Sympathetic and 
PMebitic varieties. 



MR. WHARTON JONES, F.R.S., 

PROFBSBOR OF OPHTHALMIC MBDICINB AND BUBGBRY IN UNIVBBSITY COLLEGE. 

I. 

A MANUAL OF THE PEINCIPLES AND PEACTICE OF 

OPHTHALMIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY ; illustrated with 102 Engravings, 
plain and coloured. Foolscap 8vo. cloth, 128. 6d, 

** We can assure students that they cannot meet with a band-book on this subject that is more ably 
or more carefully written." — Medical Gazette. 

" We entertain little doubt that this work will become a manual for daily reference and consultation 
by the student and general practitioner.'*— JBn^isA and Foreign Medical Review, 

THE WISDOM AND BENEFICENCE OF THE ALMIGHTY, 

AS DISPLAYED IN THE SENSE OF VISION; being the Actonian Prize Essay 
for 1851. With Illustrations on Steel and Wood. Foolscap Bvo. cloth^ is. 6d. 

"A fit sequel to the Bridgewater Treatises : it is philosophically and admirably written."— Lt/^at^ 
Gazette. 
" This treatise resembles in style of treatment the famous Bridgewater Treatises."- ilMeiurum. 



DR. BENOE JONES, F.R3. 

ON ANIMAL CHEMISTET, in its relation to STOMACH and RENAL 
DISEASES. Bvo. cloth, 6s. 

" The work of Dr. Bence Jones is one of the most philosophical and practical which has issued from 
the press for many years past." — Lancet. 

'. Bence Jones is already fkyourably known as tiie author of works and papers on animal chemistry, 
this contribution to his fkrourite science is calculated to extend his reputation as an able diemist 
sound physician."— Jlfon^A^ Medical Journal, 
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MR. KNAQQS. 

UNSOUNDNESS OF MIND CONSIDERED IN RELATION TO 



THE QUESTION OF RESPONSIBILITY IN CRIMINAL CASES. 8vo. cloth, 



MR. LANA/RENCE, F.R.S. 

A TREATISE ON 'RUPTURES. The Fifth Edition, considerably 
enlarged. 8yo. cloth, IBs. 

" The peculiar advantage of the treatise of Mr. Lawrence is, that he explains his views on the anatomy 
of hernia and the different varieties of the disease in a manner which renders his book peculiarly useful 
to the student. It must be superfluous to express our opinion of its value to the surgical practitioner. 
As a treatise on hernia, presenting a complete view of the literature of the subject, it stands in the first 
m^t** —Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, 



DR. HUNTER LANE, F.L.8. 

A COMPENDIUM OF MATERIA MEDICA AND PHARMACY; 

adapted to the London Pharmacopoeia, 1851, embodying all the new French, American, 
and Indian Medicines, and also comprising a Summary of Practical Toxicology. Second 
Edition. 24mo. cloth, Bs. 6d. 



MR. EDWIN LEE. 
I. 

TEE BATHS OF EHENISH GEEMAM; with Notices of the 

adjacent Towns. Post 8yo. cloth, 4s. 

n. 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS AND 

PRACTICE OF FRANCE, ITALY, AND GERMANY ; with Notices of the 
Universities and Climates, and a Parallel View of English and Foreign Medicine 
and Surgery. Second Edition, 7«. 6d. 

in. 

PRACTICAL OBSEEVATIONS ON MINERAL WATERS AND 

BATHS. Post 8vo. cloth, bs. 



DR. ROBERT LEE, F.R.S. 
L 

CLINICAL REPORTS OF OVARIAN AND UTERINE DIS- 

EASES, with Commentaries. Foolscap 8vo. cloth, 68, 6d, 

II. 

CLINICAL MIDWIFERY : comprising the Histories of 545 Cases of 
Difficult, Preternatural, and Complicated Labour, with Commentaries. Second Edition. 
Foolscap 8vo. cloth, 5s, 

" More instractive to the juvenile practitioner than a score of systematic works.'*— Lance/. 
" Will be consulted by every accoucheur who practises his art with the zeal which it merits."— Jlfcdi- 
cal Oazette. 
" An invaluable record for the practitioner.'*— JNTew York Annalist. 
"This admirable book of precedents."— Bo«to» Medical and Surgical Journal, 
** A storebottse of valuable facts and precedents."— if f?ierte«m Journal cf the Medical Sciences, 

III. 

PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS ON DISEASES OF THE 

UTERUS. With coloured Plates. Two Parts. Imperial 4to., 7«. 6rf. each Part 
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MR. LISTON, F.R.8. 

PEACTICAL SIJRGEET. Fourth Edition. Svo. cloth, 22s. 



LONDON MEDIOAL SOOIETY OF OBSERVATION. 

WHAT TO OBSERYE AT THE BED-SIDE, AND AFTER 

DEATH. Published by Authority. Foolscap 8vo. cloth, As, 6d, 



MR. EDWARD F. LONSDALE, 

SUKGBON TO THB KOTAL OKTHOPSDIC HOSPITAL. 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE TREATMENT OF LATERAL CURr 

VATURE OF THE SPINE. Second Edition. 8vo. cloth, 6s. 

" We would wish that this treatise on lateral curvature of the spine were generally read, since much 
ignorance prevails concerning the subject, and, consequently, it presents an ample field for the quack, 
and an opprobrium to the profession.*'— Loncrf. 
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M. LUQOL. 

i ON SCROFULOUS DISEASES. Translated from the French, with ^ 
Additions by W. H. RANKING, M.D., Physician to the Suffolk General Hospital. 
8vo. cloth, 10». 6rf. 

DR. MAOREIQHT. 

A MANUAL OF BRITISH BOTANY; with a Series of Analytical 
Tables for the Assistance of the Student in the Examination of the Plants indigenous to, 
or commonly cultivated in, Great Britain. Small 8vo. cloth, 7s. 6d. 



DR. MACKNESS. 

MEMORIALS OF HIS LIFE AND CHARACTER 24mo. 

cloth, is. 6d. 

HASTINGS CONSIDEEED AS A EESORT FOR INYALIDS. 

Second Edition. 8yo. cloth, 4s. 

in. 

THE MORAL ASPECTS OF MEDICAL LIFE. i2mo. doth, 

7*. 6d. 

MR. MACILNA^AIN, 

ON TUMOURS, THEIR GENERAL NATURE AND TREAT- 
MENT. Bvo. cloth, 5s. 



DR. MAYNE. 

AN EXPOSITORY LEXICON OF THE TERMS, ANCIENT 

AND MODERN, IN MEDICAL AND GENERAL SCIENCE, including a com- 
plete MEDICAL AND MEDICO-LEGAL VOCABULARY, and presenting the 
correct Pronunciation, Derivation, Definition, and Explanation of the Names, Analogues, 
Synonymes, and Phrases (in English, Latin, Greek, French, and German,) employed in 
Science and connected witib Medicine. Parts I. and II., price 5s. each. 
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DR. WM. H. MADDEN. 

THOUGHTS ON PULMONARY CONSUMPTION; withanAppen- 

dix on the Climate of Torquay. Post 8vo. cloth, 5s, 
" Thia work is the product of a mind, sensible alike to the value of carefully observed facts, and of 
philosophical reasoning. We cordially recommend our readers to peruse this instructive treatise ; the 
views brought forward are such as to merit careful attention from every candid pathological inquirer." 
•—London Journal of Medicine, 

DR. MARTIN. 

THE UNDERCLIFF, ISLE OF WIGHT: its Climate, History, 
and Natural Productions. Post 8vo. cloth, lOs. 6d, 

** Dr. Martin has rendered good service to patients and practitioners by the publication of this work." 
—Medical Gazette. 

*' A g^reat variety of information, collected with much labour, and so agreeably placed before the 
general and professional reader, speak highly for the seal and ability of the author." — Lancet, 



AN ESSAY ON STAMMERING Svo. 2s. ed. 



III. 



DR. MASON, 

INVENTOR OF MASON'S HTOB0MBT8B. 

ON THE CLIMATE AND METEOROLOGY OF MADEIRA: 

Edited by James Sheridan Knowlbs ; to which are attached a Review of the State of 
Agriculture and of the Tenure of Land, by Geobgb Peacock, D.D., F.R.S. ; and an 
Historical and Descriptive Account of the Island, and Guide to Visitors, hy John Driver, J ' 
Consul for Greece, Madeira. Svo. cloth, 18s.; royal Svo. ,£1. lis. 6d, 

DR. MASSY, 
4th light dragoons. 

ON THE EXAMINATION OF RECRUITS; intended for the Use of 

Young Medical Officers on Entering the Army. Svo. cloth, 5s. 

DR. MILLINQEN. 

ON THE TREATMENT AND MANAGEMENT OF THE IN- 

SANE; with Considerations on Public and Private Lunatic Asylums. ISmo. cloth, 
4s. 6d. 

*' Dr. Millingen, in one small pocket volume, has compressed more real solid matter than could 
be gleaned out of any dozen of octavos on the same subject. We recommend this vade-mecum as the 
best thing of the kind we ever perused.'' — Dr. Johnson* s Review. 

MR. JOHN L. MILTON, M.R.O.S. 

PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS ON A NEW WAT OF 

TREATING GONORRH(EA. With some Remarks on the Cure of Inveterate Cases. 
Svo. cloth, 58. 

DR. MONRO, 

FBLLOW OF THE BOTAL COLLBGX OF PHT8ICIAN8. 
I. 

REMARKS ON INSANITY: its Nature and Treatment. Svo. cloth, 6^. 

" We see throughout its paoes evidences of a highly cultivated mind without any assumption, and an 
honest spirit of inquiry marked bv great seal and an earnest desire to afford a helping hand to benefit the 
condition of the insane."— IHi6/tfi Quarterly Journal, 
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$ EEFORM IN PRIVATE LUNATIC ASYLUMS. Svo. doth, 4«. 
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MR. NA8MYTH, F.L.S., F.Q.S., F.R.C.S. 

EESEAECHES ON THE DEVELOPMENT, STEUCTUEE, AND 

DISEASES OF THE TEETH. With Ten finely-engraved Plates, and Forty Illuatra- 
tions on Wood. 8yo. cloth, U. Is, 



DR. NOBLE. 

ELEMENTS OF PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDICINE: AN INTRO- 

DUCTION TO THE PRACTICAL STUDY OF INSANITY. PoetSyo. cloth, 7».6rf. 

IL 

THE BRAIN AND ITS PHYSIOIMY. Post Sto. cloth, 6*. 

MR. NOURSE, M.R.C.S. 

TABLES FOR STUDENTS. Price One Shilling. 

1. DiyisionB and Classes of the Animal Kingdom. 

2. Classes and Orders of the Vertebrate Sub-kingdom. 

3. Classes of the Vegetable Kingdom, according to the Natural and Artificial Systems. 

4. Table of the Elements, with theii Chemical Equivalents and Symbols. 



MR. NUNNELEY. 



A TREATISE ON THE NATURE, CAUSES, AND TREATMENT 

OF ERYSIPELAS. 8vo. cloth, 10». 6d. 



(©jrforlr (Stiitioni. — Edited by Dr. Greenhill. 



I. 

II. 

in. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VIL 
VIII. 

IX. 
X. 

XL 

XIL 

XIIL 

XIV. 
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ADDRESS TO A MEDICAL STUDENT. Second Edition, 18mo. cloth, 28. ed. 

PRAYERS FOR THE USE OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. Second 
Edition, cloth, U, 6d, 

LIFE OF SIR JAMES STONHOUSE, BART., M.D. Goth,4«.6rf. 
ANECDOTA SYDENHAMIANA. Second Edition, l8mo. 2s. 
LIFE OF THOMAS HARRISON BURDER, M.D. 18mo. cloth, 4*. 
BURDER'S LETTERS FROM A SENIOR TO A JUNIOR PHYSICIAN, 

ON PROMOTING THE RELIGIOUS WELFARE OF HIS PATIENTS. ISmo. sewed, 6d, 

LIFE OF GEORGE CHEYNE, M.D. ISmo. sewed, 2*. 6d, 

HUFELAND ON THE RELATIONS OF THE PHYSICIAN TO THE 

SIOK, TO THE PUBLIO, AND TO HIS COLLEAGUES. ISmO. Sewed, 9d, 

GISBORNE ON THE DUTIES OF PHYSICIANS. ISmo. sewed. Is, 
LIFE OF CHARLES BRANDON TRYE. IBmo. sewed. Is, 
PERCIVAL'S MEDICAL ETHICS. Third Edition, ISmo. cloth, 3*. 
CODE OF ETHICS OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. Sd. 

WARE ON THE DUTIES AND QUALIFICATIONS OF PHYSICIANS. 

8d, 
MAURICE ON THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEDICAL STUDENTS. 

9d, 

FRASER'S QUERIES IN MEDICAL ETHICS. 9d, 
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MR. PAGET, 

LICTUBIB ON PHT8IOLOGT AT ST. BABTHOLOMXW'S HOSPITAL. 
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A DESCEIPTIYE CATALOGUE OF THE ANATOMICAL 

MUSEUM OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL. Vol. L Morbid Anatomy. 
8yo. cloth, 58, 

DITTO. Vol. II. Natmal and Congenitally Malformed Stractures, and Lists of the 
Models, Casts, Drawings, and Diagrams. 5^. 



MR. LANQ8TON PARKER, 

BUBGIOK TO QVBXN'B HOSPITAL, BIRMINGHAM. 
I. 

THE MODERN TREATMENT OF SYPHILITIC DISEASES, 

both Primary and Secondary; comprising the Treatment of Constitutional and Confirmed 
Syphilis, by a safe and successfiil Method. Third Edition, 8to. cloth, I0«. 

II. 

DIGESTION AND ITS DISORDERS considered in reference to the 
Principles of Dietetics and the Management of Diseases of the Stomach. Post 8to. I 
cloth, 3s. 6d, *** 



DR. THOMAS B. PEACOCK. M.C 

ASSISTANT- PHYSICIAN TO ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL, BTC. 

'' f ON THE INFLUENZA, OR EPIDEMIC CATARRHAL FEYER 

^ OF 1847-8. 8vo. cloth, 6s. 6d. 

" We know of no work which contains a more complete description of the disease, and its complica- { ) 
tions." — Lancet* 



DR. PEREIRA, F.R.S. 

SELECTA E PR^SCRIPTIS. Twelfth Edition. 24mo. cloth, 5.. 



MR. PETTIQREW, F.R.S. 

ON SUPERSTITIONS connected with the History and Practice of 
Medicine and Surgery. 8to. cloth, 7s. 

" The anecdotal cluuracter of this work cannot ML to render it generally acceptable; while the good 
Ben4e that penneuies it, as distant from empty derlamafcion as from absurd creduli^, stamps it with true 
hlBtoric value." — 0entleman*8 Magazine. 



MR. PIRRIE, F.R.8.E., 

SBGIUS PSOFBSSOB OF SUBOXBT IN THB UNIVBBSITT OF ABBBOBBN. 

THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF SURGERY. With 

J0 numerous Engrayings on Wood. 8yo. cloth, 2U. 

* Professor Firrie has produced a work which is equally worthy of praise as an admirable tezt-book 
r aurncal pupils, and as a book of reference for experienced practitioners. We rejoice to find that the 

air of surgery is so ably filled in Aberdeen Professor Pirrie's work is clear and trustworthy. 

I recent improvements, real or pretended, are judiciously and candidly discussed." — London Journal mL 

Medicine, M. 
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PHAEMACOPCEIA COLLEGII REGALIS MEDICOEUM LON- •• 

DINENSIS. , 8vo. cloth, 9«.; or 24mo. 6*. 

Imprimatub. 

Hie liber, cui titulus, Phabmacop<eia CoLLEaii Reqalis Medioobvm Lokdikehsis. 
Datum ex .^dibos Collegii in comitiis censoriis, NoTembris Mensis 14^ 1850. 

JoHAHNES Aybton Pabib. Proaes. 



THE PEESCRIBEE'S PHAEMACOPCEIA; containing aU the Medi- 

cines in the London Pharmacopceia, arranged in Classes according to their Action, with 
their Composition and Doses. By a Practising Physician. Fourth Edition. 32mo. 
cloth, 2«. 6d.; roan tuck (for the pocket), 3». 6d. 

** Never was half-arcrown better spent than in the purchase of this ' Thesaurus Medieandnum.* This 
little work, with our visiting-book and stethoscope, are our daily companions in the carrii^." — 
J>r, JohfU(m*8 Review* 



DR. PROUT, F.R.S. 

ON THE NATUEE AND TREATMENT OF STOMACH AND 

RENAL DISEASES; being an Inquiry into the Connection of Diabetes, Calculus, and 
other Affections of the Kidney and Bladder with Indigestion. Fifth Edition. With 
Seven Engravings on Steel. Bvo. cloth, 20s, 



SIR WM. PYM, K.C.H., 

iNSPBCTOB-GBIfKBAL OF ABMT HOSPITALS. 

OBSEEVATIONS UPON YELLOW FEVEE, with a Review of 

"A Report upon the Diseases of the African Coast, by Sir Wm. Bubnett and 
Dr. Brtson," proving its highly Contagious Powers. Post 8vo, 6«. 
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DR. RADCLIFFE. 
I. 

PEOTEUS; OE, THE LAW OF NATUEE. 8vo. cloth, 6*. 

** We can truly commend Dr. RadclifFe's essay as full of interest, sound in its inferences, and calcu- 
lated to enlarge our ideas of the vastness and simplicity of the scheme of creation, while, at the aaoie 
time, it tends to increase our reverent admiration of the Omnipotence and Omniscience which, amjdst 
such apparent incongruity, has established harmony, and has so marvdlously combined unity of plan 
with endless variety of detail.**— JIfedtca/ Gazette. 

THE PHILOSOPHY OF YITAL MOTION. Svo. cloth, 6*. , 

%♦ The chief object of this work is to demonstrate the eanstence of a common law of motion in 
the organic and inorganic world, by showing that tJie real operation of nervous and other vital 
agencies f and of electricity and other physical forces, is not to excite or stimulate contraction in 
muscle and other organic tissues, hut to counteract this state and induce rdaaxdion ot eapanskm. 
By this means vital contraction is shotvn to be a purely physical phenomenon, perfect^ analogous 
to that which takes place in a bar of metal when heat is withdrawn ; and in addition to this^ a 
new and intelligible explanation, is afforded of capillary action and the rJithymuxU action of the 
heart, ^ w^ . 
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li DR. F. H. RAMSBOTHAM, j(, 

PHYSICIAN TO TBI BOTAL MATBBNITT CHABITT, BTC. 

THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF OBSTETRIC MEDI- 

CINE AND SURGERY. Illustrated with One Himdred and Twenty Plates on Steel 
and Wood; forming one thick handsome volume. Third Edition. 8yo. cloth, 22s, 

** Dr. Ramsbotham'B work is so well known, and so highly approved by the professioa as a work of 
reference and authority in obstetric medicine and surgery, that we need do little more than direct the 



attention of our readers to the publication of a third edition. With regard to the engravings, they are so 
numerous, so well executed, and so instructive, that they are in themselves warth the whole cost of the 
book.*'— 3fedtca/ Gaxette, 



DR. RAMSBOTHAM, 

CONSULTING PHYSICIAN TO THB BOTAL MATBBNITT CHABITY. 

PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS ON MIDWIFERY, with a Selection 

of Cases. Second Edition. 8vo. cloth, 1 2s. 

Dr. Dewes states, in his advertisement to the American edition, " that he was so much pleased with 
Dr. Ramsbotham's work on Midwifery, that he thought he would be doing an acceptable office to tiie 
medical commimityin America, should he cause it to be re-published. He believes he does not say too 
much when he declares it to be, in his opinion, one of the best practical works extant.'' 



DR. JAMES REID. 

ON INFANTILE LAEYNGISMUS ; with Observations on Artificial 
Feeding, as a frequent Cause of this Complaint, and of other Convulsive Diseases of 
In&nts. Post 8vo. cloth, 5s, 6d, 

** To those who desire a useful manual upon the disease in question, we can recommend very confi- 
dently the work of Dr. Reid. We know oi none better calculated to impart correct views in relation 
to its pathology and therapeutics."— Lom^on Journal of the Medical Sciences, 



DR. RANKING So DR. RADCLIFFE. 

HALF-TEAELT ABSTEACT OF THE MEDICAL SCIENCES; 

being a Practical and Analytical Digest of the Contents of the Principal British and Con- 
tinental Medical Works published in the preceding Half- Year; together with a Critical 
Report of the Progress of Medicine and the Collateral Sciences during the same period. 

Volumes I. to XVIII., 6*. 6d, each. 

" The sifting which the journals and other medical works undergo, and the judicious selection from 
"iheir pages of points of practical interest, and of discoveries of importance in the collateral sciences, form 
to important part of the du^ of the editor ; and, after a earful examination of Dr. Banking's volumes, 
wt are bound to state that the duty has been most ably performed."— Prooincia/ Medical Journal, 




DR. DU BOIS REYMOND. 

ANIMAL ELECTRICITY; Edited bj h. bence jones, m.d., 

F.R.S. With Fifty Engravings on Wood. Foolscap 8vo. cloth, 6s. 

" This small volume is a valuable addition to our scientific literature. Those who read with attention 
will learn many most important facte from this work, but it demands such attention."— il^Aefusum. 
^ " The name of M. Du Bois Beymond is probably known to most of our readers, as that of a zealous 
investigator into Animal Electricity. We have now had the opportunity of witnessing some of the 
i^ost interesting of these ezperimente. We beg to tender our thanks to Dr. Bence Jones for this very 
seasonable publication, and tor the very efficient mode in which he has performed the task."— ilfedtco- 
CMrurgiceU Review. 




r. 



.^1 . 9«M». 

MR. Churchill's publications. 



-*•- 



MR. EVANS RIADORK, P.R.O.8^ P.L.8. 



ON SPINAL lEEITATION, THE SOURCE OF NERVOUS- 

NESS, INDIGESTION, AND FUNCTIONAL DERANGEMENTS OF THE 
PRINCIPAL ORGANS OF THE BODY; with Cases, ilhutmting the Impcntanoe 
of attending to the peculiar Temperatnre of the Patient, and the most saccessfiil Mode 
of Treatment, and on the legithnate Remedial Use of Water. Pott 8ro, doth, 6f; 6tL 

n. 

THE REMEDIAL INFLUENCE OF OXYGEN, NITROirS 

OXYDE, AND OTHER GASES, ELECTRICITY, AND GALVANISM. Port 
8yo. cloth, 5s, 6d. 



MR. ROBERTON, 

FOBMBBLT SENIOR SVBGBON TO TBI MANCHBSTU AHO SALVOBD LTINO-IH HOSFITAI.. 

ON THE PHYSIOLOGY AND DISEASES OF WOMEN, AND 

ON PRACTICAL MIDWIFERY. 8 vo. doth, 12*. 

" We honestly recommend this work Co our readers as one calculated to interest them in the i»*ghTSt 
degree." — Prooineial Medical and Surgical Journal, 

" We recommend this work yerj ttron^lj to all enga^d in obstetric practice, or interested in ethno- 
logical studies. It possesses practical utility and physiolo^cal interest, combined with the fruita'of a 
large experience, great power of observation, and an extensive and varied erudition." — Medical Chueette, 



DR. W. H. ROBERTSON. 

PHYSICIAN TO THX BUXTON BATH CHABITY. 



THE NATURE AND TREATMENT OF GOUT. 

* 8vo. cloth, 10«. 6rf. 

** We cannot conclude this notice of Dr. Robertson's treatise without cordially recommending it as a 
sound and practical work, fitted for reference, both as a work of information on the subject and 
as a guide to practice." — Provincial Medical Journal. 

A TREATISE ON DIET AND REGIMEN. 

Fourth Edition. 2 yols. post 8to. cloth, 12s. 
" It is scarcely necessary that we should add our hearty recommendation of Dr. Bobeitson'a treatiae, 
not merely to our medical readers, but to the public, over whom they have an influence. It is out of th« 
few books which is legitimately adapted, both in subject and manner of treatment, to both el 
British and Foreign Medteo-Chirurgical Reoiew, 



DR. ROTH. 

ON MOVEMENTS. An Exposition of their Principles and Practice, fcr 

the Correction of the Tendencies to Disease in Infancy, Childhood, and Youth, and lor 
the Cure of many Morbid Affections in Adults. Illustrated with numerous Engrawffs 
on Wood. 8vo. cloth, 10*. 
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DR. RO>A^E, F.S.A. 

NEEYOUS DISEASES, LIVEE AND STOMACH COM 

PLAINTS, LOW SPIRITS, INDIGESTION, GOUT, ASTHMA, AND DIS- v 
ORDERS PRODUCED BY TROPICAL CLIMATES. With Cases. Thirteenth 
Edition. 8yo. 5s, 6d. 

j ' " Dr. Rowe, the first edition of \rhose work appeared in 1 820, claias, with justice, a priority of aotibio 

9 ship over many other writers in this field of inquiry.**— Lawce^. 
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DR. ROYLE, F.R.8. 

A MANUAL OF MATERIA MEDICA AND THERAPEUTICS. 

With numerous Engiayings on Wood. Second Edition. Fcap. 8to. cloth, 128. 6d, 
" This is another of that beautiful and cheap series of Manuals published bv Mr. Churchill. The exe- 
cution of the wood-cuU of planU, flowers, and firuits is admirable. The work is indeed a most TaloaUe 
QBe.»--BrUiahmtdFonignM€dieal Review. 

MR. SAVORY, 

MIMBBB OF THI SOCIBTT OF ▲POTHBCABIBt. 

A COMPENDIUM OF DOMESTIC MEDICINE, AND COMPA- 

NION TO THE MEDICINE CHEST ; comprimng Plain Directions for the Employ- 
ment of Medicines, with their Properties and Doses, and Brief Descriptions of the 
Symptoms and Treatment of Diseases, and of the Disorders incidental to In&nts and 
Children, with a Selection of the most efficacious Prescriptions. Intended as a Source 
of Easy Reference for Clergymen, and for Families residing at a Distance from Profes- 
sional Assistance. Fourth Edition. l2mo. cloth, 5«. 



DR. SMARTER. 

THE CLIMATE OF THE SOUTH OF DEVON, AND ITS IN- 

FLUENCE UPON HEALTH. With short Accounts of Exeter, Torquay, Teign- 
mouth, Dawlish, Exmouth, Sidmouth, &c. Illustrated with a Map geologic^y coloured. 
Post 8vo. cloth, 7s. 6d. 
"This volume is far more than a guide-book. It contains much statistical information, with very 

minute local details, that may be advantageously consulted by the medical man before he recommencu 

any specific residence in Devonshire to his patient."— ilMefueicm. 

THE HISTOET OF THE CHOLERA IN EXETER IN 1832. 

Illustrated with Map and Woodcuts. 8to. cloth, 128. 



MR. SHAW. 

THE MEDICAL REMEMBRANCER; OB, BOOK OF EMER- 

GENCIES : in which are concisely pointed out the Immediate Remedies to be adopted 
in the First Moments of Danger from Poisoning, Drowning, Apoplexy, Bums, and other 
Accidents; with the Tests for the Principal Poisons, and other nsefiil Information. 
Third Edition. 32mo. cloth, 2s. 6d. 

" The plan of this little book is well conceived, and the execution corresponds thereunto. It costs 
little money, and will occupy little room ; and we think no practitioner will regret being the possessor of 
what cannot fail, sooner or later, to be useful to inm."— British and Foreign Medical Review. 



^^^ MR. SKEY, F.R.S. 

OPERATIYE SURGERY ; with Dlustratlons engraved on Wood. 8vo. 
doth, mt. 

" Mr. Skey's work is a perfect model for the operating surgeon, who will leam from it not only when 
and how to operate, but some more noble and exalted lessons, which cannot fiul to improve ii"w as a 
moral and social »gent."~-Bdinburgh Medical and Surgical Joumai. 

•* We pronounce Mr. Skey's 'Operative Surgery* to be a work of the very highest importance— a 
work by itself. The correctness of our opinion we trustfully leave to the judgment of the profei ' " 
Medical Gazette. 




LECTURES ON MATERIA MEDICA, AND ITS RELATIONS ,. 

TO THE ANIMAL ECONOMY. DeUvered before the Royal College of Physicians. 
8vo. cloth, 5s. 6d. 

" Dr. Spurgtn has evidently devoted much time and labour to the composition of these lectures ; and ^ 

the result is, that he has produced one of the most philosophical Msays on the subject of " Materia 9m 

Medica" exUting in the English language."— P^cAo/o^rico/ Journal. H. 
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DR. W. TYLER SMITH. 

PHTSICIAM-ACCOVCHIVB TO ST. MABT*t HOSPITAL. 
I. 

PAETUMTION AlO) OBSTETEICS. ninstrated with EngraTings on 

Wood. Second Edition, Foolscap 8to. Preparing, 

^^ u. 

THE PEEIODOSCOPE, a new Instrument for determining the Date of 
Labour, and other Obstetric Calculations, with an Explanation of its Uses, and an Essay 
on the Periodic Phenomena attending Pregnancy and Parturition. 8to. cloth, 4«. 

" We antidpate for the work that which it deserves for its novelty, inffenuity, and utility — a wide 
circulation. It should be in the hands of all medical men who practise vcoAwivrj,"--Medical GtuceUe, 

m. 

SCBDFULA : its Causes and Treatment, and the Prevention and Eradication 

of the Strumous Temperament. 8vo. cloth, 7«. 

" This treatise is a great improvement on those by which it has been preceded. The part of Dr. Smith's 
work with which we are most pleased is that devoted to the treatment of this formidable disease and to 
the management of scrofulous children." — Lancet, 



MR. SQUIRE, 

CHEMIST ON HBB MAJESTY'S BSTABLMHMBNT. 

THE PHARMACOPEIA, (LONDON, EDINBUEGH, AND 

DUBLIN,J arranged in a convenient Tabular Form, both to suit the Prescriber for 
comparison, and the Dispenser for compounding the formulae; with Notes, Tests, and 
Tables. 8vo. cloth, 12*. 

" Mr. Squire has rendered good service to all who either prescribe or dispense medicines by tiiis woiki 
He has succeeded in bringing together the similar formulse for ready comparison and reference. The 
work offers a striking comment on the necessity of imiformity in the strength and preparation of all 
medicines which are used in the United Kingdom.*' — Lancet. 

" A very valuable work. Mr. Squire's volume combines the formulse of the three Pharmacopceias, and 
at one glance shows the difference of the official preparations of the three kingdoms."— Jlfe<lica/ Ttmes. 

" A most convenient and well-arranged work ; it will be found of very great utility, both to the pre- 
scriber and to the dispenser."-— ATecUca/ Gazette, 



J. STEPHENSCN, M.D., So J. M. CHURCHILL, F.L.S. 

MEDICAL BOTANY; OB, ILLUSTEATIONS AND DESCRIP- 
TIONS OF THE MEDICINAL PLANTS OF THE PHARMACOPEIAS; com- 
prising a popular and scientific Account of Poisonous Vegetables indigenous to Great 
Britain. Edited by GILBERT BURNETT, F.L.S., Professor of Botany in King's 
College. 

In three handsome royal 8vo. volumes, illustrated by Two Hundred Engrayings, beau- 
tifully drawn and coloured from nature, cloth lettered. 

Reduced from £6. 6«. to £4. 

" The most complete and comprehensive work on Medical Botany." — Pharmaceutical Journal, 

" So high is our opinion of this work, that we recommend every student at college, and every A 
surgeon who goes abroad, to have a copy, as one of the essentitul constituents of his library. *' — JF 
Dr, John8on*s MedicO'Chirurgieal Review, ■ 
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dr. steqqall. 

students' books fob examination. 
I. 

A MEDICAL MANUAL FOR APOTHECARIES' HALL AND OTHER MEDICAL 

BOARDS. Eleventh Edition. 12mo. cloth, 10s. 

n. 

A MANUAL FOR THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS; intended for the Use 

of Candidates for Examination and Practitioners. Second Edition. 12mo. cloth, IDs. 

ni. 

GREGORY'S CONSPECTUS MEDICINE THEORETICiE. The First Part, con- 
taining the Original Text, with an Ordo Verbonim, and Literal Translation. 12mo. 
cloth, 10s. 

IV. 

THE FIRST FOUR BOOKS OF CELSUS; containing the Text, Ordo Ver- 

bonun, and Translation. Second Edition. 12mo. cloth, 8s. 

*** The above two works comprise the entire Latin Classics required for Examination at 
Apothecaries' Hall. 

V. 

A TEXT-BOOK OF MATERIA-MEDICA AND THERAPEUTICS. 12mo. cloth, 7*. 

VI. 

FIRST LINES FOR CHEMISTS AND DRUGGISTS PREPARING FOR Ex- 
amination AT THE PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY. 18mo. cloth, 3*. 6d. 
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DR. ALFRED TAYLOR, F.R.S., 

LaCTUBIB ON MEDICAL JUBISPKUDBNCB AND CHBMIBTBT AT GVT's HOSPITAL. 

L 

A MANUAL OF MEDICAL JUEISPRUDENCK Fourth Edition. 

Fcap. 8to. cloth, I2s, 6d. 
** We recommend Dr. Taylor's work as the ablest, most comprehensive, and, above all, the moet 

Eractical useful book which exists on the subject of legal medicine. An^ man of sound judgment, who 
as mastered the contents of Taylor's ' Medical Jurisprudence,' may go mto a Court of Law with the 
most perfect confidence of being able to acquit himsm creditably." — Medieo-Chirurgical Review. 

** Dr. Taylor possesses the happy art of expressing himself on a scientific topic in intelligible language. 
The size of his Manual fits it to be a circuit compamon." — Law Times. 

II. 

ON POISONS, in relation to MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE AND 
MEDICINE. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 12s. 6d. 

" An excellent and valuable manual. We predict for it a vei^ favourable reception by the profession. 
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